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DEDICATION 


This book is dedicated to the Word of God, and to the warnings that God 
has placed within His holy Word, spoken by the Prophets for people of all 
tribes, nations, and tongues. They are warnings of the signs of the end 
times, the “beginning of the end of the Age of the Gentiles”. 


I trust in reading this book you will be challenged to go back and read the 
scriptures for yourselves, in whatever translation you prefer, so that you 
can verify the facts written in this book. 


Once you have verified them, then you have a choice ~~ to follow these 
instructions, to prepare yourself for what is prophesied to come in the 
future, or to reject it and go on about your daily lives, “doing your own 
thing”, as if the end of the world is so far away, it does not matter to you 
~~ or your family ~~~ BUT IT DOES! 


COPYRIGHT 


The contents of this book remain the copyright property of the author, Rev. 
Dr Jeffry David Camm and his estate in succession. Permission is given for 
the use of parts of this document for Bible Study Groups, Evangelism, or 
Private Study. Permission is given for the whole of this document to be 
reproduced by Christian organisations for evangelistic and/or Bible College 


reference purposes provided it is not sold for profit. 
FOREWORD 


The scriptures give warnings of things to come because prophecy is in fact 
“history written in advance”, to prepare those who have eyes to see, 
ears to hear, and a spirit to discern, the meaning, and the revelation, of 
the word of God. 


In Matthew 24: 37-42 [Living Translation] it reads; the world will be at ease 
~ banquets and parties and weddings! ~ just as it was in Noah’s time, 
before the sudden coming of the flood; people wouldn’t believe what was 
going to happen until the flood actually arrived and took them all away. So 
shall my coming be [THE NEXT TIME. ] Two men shall be walking together 
in the fields, and one will be taken, the other left. Two women will be going 
about their household tasks; one will be taken, the other left. 


So be prepared, for you do not know what day your Lord is coming~~ 
and whether He is coming for you or not! 


1 The Spirit of Reveling 


THE FOUR MAIN ATTRIBUTES OF GOD 
ALMIGHTY 


As we study the scriptures it becomes very clear that God Almighty has 
four main attributes. These are; LOVE, GRACE, MERCY, & JUDGEMENT. 
God Almighty set Israel apart as an “example nation", to show the rest 
of the world what happens to a nation that obeys God’s Laws (in all 
respects), and what happens to a nation that does not obey God (in all 
respects). 

The scripture tells us that “God IS Love”, and He expresses that Love 
towards Israel (His Bride) whether they obey Him or not. God’s love 
towards Israel never changes ~ but His blessings DO! 

In the Benediction, we say: May the LOVE of God (the Father), and the 
GRACE of our Lord, Jesus Christ, and the Fellowship (Mercy) of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all, (and our families) until we meet again, AMEN. 

Now let us look at what happened to Israel throughout their history, 
because Israel is the “Example Nation” for us all, and the same 
consequences which happened to Israel can, and will happen, to every 
nation upon the earth because God’s word never changes. 

1. When the leaders of the nation of Israel were obedient to God’s 
laws, and when the people of Israel were obedient to God’s laws, 
there was peace and prosperity in the land, as God blessed the 
nation. 

2. When the leaders of the nation of Israel were not obedient to God’s 
laws, but the people of Israel were still obedient to God’s laws, then 
the GRACE of God came into play, and God sent prophets to the 
leaders of Israel to warn them of their sins and to REPENT of their 
sins, to allow God to once again, bless their nation. 

3. When the leaders of the nation of Israel, AND the people of Israel 
were both not obedient to God’s laws, when they went after other 
gods, then God’s MERCY was brought down upon the nation. 
Now the prophets came, not only to tell the leaders and the priests, 
but also the people of their sins and that the nation needed to 
REPENT before the Lord. 

4. If they refused to listen, then God would send a “Warning 
prophet” like, Ezekiel, Jeremiah or Daniel to the Nation of Israel, 
to give them their last warnings before JUDGEMENT WAS TO BE 
RELEASED UPON THEM. 

5. If you look in the scriptures you will see that God gave Jeremiah a 
message for the Nation of Israel every day for 23 years, either to 
the kings, or to the priests, or the people of Israel, warning them 
of their sins and telling them of what is to come, as punishment, 
because they refused as a nation to repent before God Almighty. 

6. It would first start internally, with internal friction and disputes, 
disruptions to their peaceful lifestyles. This would be followed by 
floods, fires, earthquakes, volcanoes, famine and disease. All the 
while during this time, the prophets would be WARNING the 
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people of what is to come if they refuse to REPENT as a nation 
before Almighty God. 

7. And we know that the Nation of Israel refused to listen to the 
warnings of Prophet Jeremiah and that there arose false prophets 
who said the opposite things to God’s true words, and they 
convinced the authorities to put Jeremiah in prison. 

8. But God’s true prophet was speaking God’s true words and God 
raised an army from the north (the Babylonian army) to bring 
destruction upon Jerusalem and all of the towns of Judah. 

9. As was prophesied, only the people who went out and surrendered 
to the Babylonians would be safe. Those who remained inside 
Jerusalem, or the other cities in Judah, would all be killed, either 
by the sword, or by famine, or by disease. 

10. Those who fled to Egypt would also be despised and killed. And it 
came to pass, exactly as Jeremiah had prophesied. Those who 
stayed in the towns and cities were all killed. Those who fled to 
Egypt were all killed. The only ones who lived, were the ones who 
surrendered to the Babylonians, to be taken off into CAPTIVITY. 

So, many people reading this will say; “So what? That was the nation of 
Israel, more than 3,000 years ago ~ it does not apply to our nation today”. 
But they would be wrong!!! 

God Almighty “set the nation of Israel apart”, to be the “example nation” , 
to be a “witness nation” for all of the nations of the earth. 

According to God’s timing, what happened to Israel, will also happen to 
YOUR nation, if you fail to repent of your national sins! 

Here in Australia, there have been prophets, evangelists and teachers 
crying out for righteousness to be returned to the Australian State 
and Federal Governments now for more than 40 years ~ and for the 
Nation’s governments to obey and follow God’s Laws ~ but the Leaders 
have not listened! 

We have now seen these same governments enact laws which are 
contradictory to God’s Laws, as written in the scriptures. These include; 

1. Abortion on Demand, where the government now allows “legal 
murder” of innocent unborn children, completely ignoring the legal 
rights of the unborn children ~ and their shed blood cries out for 
Justice! 

2. Euthanasia (assisted suicide) of a person because they want to 
die “comfortably”. God Almighty numbers the days of our lives, 
not some ill-informed government. 

3. Both of these laws contravene the commandment, which 
states “THOU SHALT NOT MURDER.” 

4, Then we have the Same-Sex Marriage Law, where the government 
“thinks it knows better than God does”, by contradicting God’s 
definition of marriage, which clearly states that “Marriage is a holy 
estate before God, between a man and a woman, for 
childbearing”. 


5. Homosexuality is defined by God “as an abomination in His 


sight”, therefore; 


a. It could never be “a holy estate before God”, 

b. It is not “between a man and a woman”, so it does not meet 
the criteria of a “marriage”. 

c. It does not, and cannot “create childbirth”. 

d. Therefore, in God’s eyes, it is a “lustful relationship”, [not a 
love relationship], contrary to God’s laws, and as stated in the 
Book of Revelation, it is one of the unrepentant sins which will 
prevent a person from entering into heaven. 


So, what does this mean for the Nation of Australia right now? 


L; 


2. 


We have been blessed by the LOVE of God as a nation for over 100 
years since Federation. 

But we (as a nation), have turned away from the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, by allowing other gods to be worshipped in our 
midst. Just like King Solomon, we have allowed mosques and 
Buddhist temples to be erected in the Great Southland of the Holy 
Spirit. We have started to worship many other gods. We no longer 
keep the Sabbath holy, by allowing businesses to be conducted on 
the Sabbath Day. And all the while, the church leadership has 
remained silent! 

In 2008 when the GFC hit and almost crippled other nations, 
Australia was covered by God’s GRACE and did not go into 
recession, like other nations ~ we still had a small growth. 

In 2011 we had the inland Tsunami in Toowoomba and historic 
floods in the Lockyer Valley, and onwards into Brisbane with lives 
lost and major infrastructure and property damage. 

Since then, we have had major floods, bushfires and earthquakes, 
to wake us up, as these warnings were also given to the nation of 
Israel to clearly show His displeasure at their disobedience of His 
laws, and their refusal to turn from other gods. This is God’s 
MERCY being shown to us. 

Now in 2020, we have DISEASE which is the Covid-19 pandemic, 
causing death. Even now, we can see God’s MERCY still prevailing 
upon us, as our ratio of deaths per 1 million people is significantly 
less than other nations. 

But still, we refuse to heed the warnings of the prophets, so we 
must prepare ourselves for what is to come upon us in the future 
~ famine, destruction and captivity unless we repent as a nation. 
Remember judgement begins with the Body of Christ ~ the Church. 
We are now forbidden for having meaningful church services, 
having been limited to a maximum of 20 people. The persecution 
of the Church in Australia has started, even if you are not 
yet aware of it. 

Yes, you can have “Live Streaming”, and “Zoom Meetings”, but that 
just means that whatever you say or do is recorded and analysed 
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by the “Thought Police”, to see whether it lines up with the modern 
agenda of the government, or not! 

It also means that every person who is watching the “Live 
Streaming”, or “Zoom Meetings” are also known by their IP 
addresses and you can now be placed on a “Religious Watch 
List”. 

And still the Church Leadership in Australia is asleep! They have 
been asking: “Why did the prophets not warn us that the 
pandemic was coming”? And the answer is that they did! But 
the church leadership did not want to listen or heed their warnings! 
They were “not prepared to hear the truth”, because if they did 
open their spiritual ears to hear the truth, THEN “they had to deal 
with the truth”! 

So, where are we now? I believe that God Almighty is still giving 
us time to REPENT AS A NATION. His Mercy is still in operation, 
BUT it will not be in operation forever. 

According to God’s perfect timing, Punishment and Captivity 
shall befall this nation, IF WE DO NOT REPENT! 
I do not know when, or how it shall occur, but God will send His 
“Warning Prophet” to this nation, just as He did for Israel before 
they went into Captivity. 

NOW IS THE TIME FOR THE CHURCH, AND THE NATION, TO 
WAKE UP OUT OF ITS SLEEP, REPENT, AND TURN BACK TO 
HIM, BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE. 


WHAT IS THE WILL OF GOD FOR YOU? 


In the book of Mark chapter three, in summary we saw the following main 
points; 


1. 
2: 


A spirit fighting against itself cannot prosper. 

A nation that is divided, or is fighting against itself, cannot prosper. 
The example of what is going on inside the USA at the moment is a 
good example of this. 

A Church Denomination, fighting within itself (refusing to work 
towards unity) is a church which cannot exhibit the full potential of 
the maturity of Christ. 


. The Body of Christ is made up of many parts (just like our natural 


bodies) and if they are not connected together in their right places, 
then the Body cannot function as Jesus planned it to function. 
In this regard we must remember that Jesus Christ is the Head of the 
Body, and this also means that He is the “Brains” of the Body, so we 
cannot go off “doing our own thing” and expect to be blessed by God. 


. And Jesus concluded this chapter by answering a question: “Who is 


My Mother”? He said that anyone who does the will of the Father 
is My Brother, Sister, and Mother”. Jesus answered a “Natural 
question” with a “Spiritual Answer”. 

Now this brings us to the lesson today: What is the Will of God for 
you? 


Let us start off by recognizing that there are items which God 
considers as mandatory for all people, which I call “collective 
requirements”. Let us look at a few of these. 

1. Micah 6:8 Tells us what God Almighty wants. He commands us to 
“DO JUSTLY”, “LOVE MERCY”, and to “WALK HUMBLY BEFORE 
YOUR GOD”. 

2. “He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD 
require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with your God? 

a. So, what does this scripture really mean? Let us examine it 
more closely; 

i. “DO JUSTLY”, seems clear enough. Be fair and just ~ 
only do righteous things to people, follow the golden 
rule: Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you. 

ii. “LOVE MERCY”, by showing mercy to others. 

iii: “WALK HUMBLY BEFORE YOUR GOD”. 


6 STEPS TO WALKING HUMBLY BEFORE GOD 


1. Remember who’s in charge ~~ and praise Him! Not the pastor 
or the church but Almighty God. It’s hard to keep things in 
perspective, if we don’t remember who is our Lord! The Psalms tell 
us who our Lord is. 

2. Pray for a humble heart. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes 
to the ways in which pride gets in the way of your prayers. 

3. Pay more attention to your own faults ~~ than to the flaws of 
others. Confess your failings, but don’t obsess ~ move on! 

4. Don’t hide behind your dignity ~ it is pride’s favourite hiding 
place. Your real value lies in God’s eyes, not in the eyes of mortal 
men and women. 

5. Try not to watch yourself worship ~ Give a// of your heart and 
mind to God. 

6. Serve others, without thinking of getting any recognition or 
reward for yourself. 

3. Matthew 28:18-20 says “Go” (action word) and “Make Disciples” 
(another action word). Notice that Jesus did not command us to 
“Go” and “Make Believers.” Why do I make this distinction? 

Well, even Satan now “believes” that Jesus died on the cross, was 

buried in a tomb, went down to hell and preached to the prisoners 

trapped there, made a public spectacle of Him, took the keys of sins 
and death from him, rose from the dead, walked around on the earth 
for 40 days, and then rose again into heaven and is now seated at 
the right hand of God the Father. But even though Satan “believes all 


of this”, he still refuses to bow down and obey God’s word and repent. 
With Satan there is no repentance. 

4. Acts 1:8: says that you will receive power, when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem (where 
you are now) Judea, (the next towns or villages), Samaria (in the 
other provinces of your nation) and to all the nations of the earth. 

5. Now that is a collective command from the Lord. Not all people may 
be able to preach to all nations, (unless they use the Internet) but all 
people can preach to their own families, and their neighbors in their 
own street, and in the surrounding streets. 

6. Now, the hard one: The reception of the Holy Spirit is the “seal of 
your Salvation”. If you are not witnessing to your family, or the 
neighbors in your street or your suburb, then you have NOT received 
the Power of the Holy Spirit. Why do I say this? Because Acts 1:8 
says this is the proof that you HAVE received the Holy Spirit. 

7. How Do you Receive the holy Spirit? Acts 2:38 is a good 
reference, that Peter gave immediately after Pentecost, when the 120 
received the gift of the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room. 
When Peter had finished his first major public sermon, under the 
power and anointing of the Holy Spirit, the 5,000 Jews who were 
assembled there to hear him ask the question: What shall we do? 
And Peter answered: 

Step 1: Repent of your sins, 

Step 2: Be baptized (by immersion in water), as a public witness that 
you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Saviour and that you are 
going to Turn from your wicked ways, 

Step 3: And you shall receive the Holy Spirit (as a seal of your 
salvation). 

Notice: all of these things are included in one verse of scripture. You 
cannot have one, without the other. 

8. Be ye holy as I am Holy. 

Because it is written, be ye holy; for I am holy; literally, according to 
the best manuscripts, ye shall be holy — future for imperative. The 
words occur five times in the Book of Leviticus. God had called the 
Israelites to be his peculiar people, a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation and reminds them in (Exodus 19:5, 6). Peter reminds us (the 
Disciples of Jesus) of this in 1 Peter chapter 1; 
As a Call to Holiness 
15 But just as He who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do, 
16 for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” 
17 Since you call on a Father who judges each one’s work impartially, 
conduct yourselves in reverent fear during your stay as foreigners. 
We are foreigners because our kingdom is with Jesus, we are just 
passing through this life on earth. 
So, we have looked at some of the “collective mandatory commands", 
which are the will of God, so now let us examine the commands which are 
the requirements of individuals. The will of God for you and for me. 


Is the will of God the same for everybody? NO! If that was the case, God 
would have made us all the same, all with the same gifts, and 
temperaments, and qualities. The “one shoe fits all scenario” would 
therefore apply, BUT that is NOT the case! 

If you study the major characters of the Old Testament, you will see that 
every one of them was different. Even the characteristics of the individual 
kings were different, because each king was required to do something 
different in the time that they were raised up into their positions. Some 
were warring kings, others kings to govern in times of peace, whilst 
Solomon was to build God’s first temple. 

The same applies to the prophets. The characteristics of no two prophets 
are the same. Each was called by God Almighty and each was given their 
task to do, so that God’s message would be heard, dreams interpreted, or 
warnings given to prepare us for future events. 

So now what about us? What has Jesus called us individually to do? The 
answer is in John 15:16. Jesus said: You did not choose me ~ I chose you, 
and I chose you to Go and bear fruit that remains. 

Many people think that they chose Jesus, but that is not the case. Jesus 
was calling you to Himself even in your mother’s womb and only later did 
you hear Him calling you and acknowledge His call upon your life. 

But what is this fruit that Jesus is talking about? Romans 8:28 (second part 
of the scripture has the answer.) ALL things work together for good; 

a) To those who love God, 

b) To those who are called, according to His Plan, and 

c) According to His Purpose. 

Notice that “a// things do not work together for good for those who do not 
love god”. 

So, if Jesus has a plan for your Life, we must recognize that it is a Divine 
Plan, a perfect plan, and the only plan that will bring eternal peace and joy 
into your heart. 

The scripture also states that this Perfect Divine Plan is for you to be 
activated, according to His Purpose. This means that no-one else can do 
what God has called you to do. 

This is why it is so important to learn what God wants you individually to 
do for His glory. 

God calling Noah to build the Ark is an easy one ~ because Noah was the 
only righteous man alive at that time. 

The best example I can find in the Bible, about an “ordinary” man being 
called for a specific purpose, is when God called Gideon to become a great 
man of valor. 

Gideon was the most unlikely man to be chosen for this task. He was the 
youngest child, of the poorest family, of the most junior of all of the tribes 
of Israel. The most unlikely person ~ BUT it proves that God can call anyone 
and raise Him up to do great things, if He is obedient to the calling placed 
upon his life. 

We know that Gideon placed out the fleece to get God to confirm what he 
wanted Him to do, not one but more than once and God answered him 
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every time, until He was 100% sure in his heart that the calling was from 
God Almighty. 

Once confirmed, he became a changed man, empowered in the knowledge 
that now he was on an assignment for God Almighty. Gone was all fear, 
because he now knew, without any doubt, that God would be with making 
him able to perform the task before him. So, what about us today, as 
individuals? 

In 1 Corinthians chapter 12, God identifies the 9 main gifts of the Holy 
Spirit, to be used to EDIFY, EXHORT, AND COMFORT, the Body of Christ. 
If you study the Bible further and in deeper detail you will find that there 
are many more “Gifts of the Holy Spirit” available to those who ask for 
them. 

Matthew 7:7 says that you have not because you asked not. 
The important thing is to seek the Holy Spirit and pray that the Lord reveals 
to you, the gift that has been specifically selected and given to you for the 
Glory of God. 

As it says in Ephesians chapter 4, God gives to The Body of Christ special 
gifts. Not all are Apostles, not all are prophets, not all are evangelists, not 
all are pastors, not all are teachers. But these people have been called to 
use the special gifts that God has bestowed upon them so that the Whole 
Body of Christ can be raised to a higher level of Spiritual maturity. 

If God gives you a gift and you do not use it for His glory, then you are 
being selfish and eventually, it shall be taken away from you. 

In my own life, I started off as a missionary evangelist. God opened doors 
so that I could use my engineering skills to implement major infrastructure 
projects in 16 countries, as an international consultant. 

This money allowed me over a period of 63 years to travel and preach/teach 
in 43 countries, plant 39 churches, and see thousands of people make 
decisions for Jesus Christ. Now in my later years, I am blessed to see their 
children and their grandchildren actively engaged in church activities in 
Africa, Asia and the Middle East. 

But my assignment has changed. 

I have published 34 Christian Books, which are available Free of charge, by 
email request from [www.facebook.com/cammbooks]. I have also written 
and have had accredited, a Full Bible College Course. 

The Holy Spirit told me to make it free and online, so that anyone, anywhere 
in the world, can have access to it, without the financial hardship of many 
existing Bible Colleges. [www.facebook.com/cttnbc]. 

What was more interesting was that the Holy Spirit told me to send each 
student the first subject; THE CALL OF GOD? and when they had 
completed that subject, they were to go and pray and then select 12 people 
and teach them the subject that they have just learnt. [This is the practical 
part of the course]. 

Then they were to send those 12 people out to 12 different village, where 
they in turn would select 12 people and teach them this subject as well. 


2[https://www.dropbox.com/s/mfuprOutSchkfjt/CTTNBC%20-%20001%20- 
Course%200utline%20-%20THE%20CALL%200F%20GOD.pdfedl=0] 
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This means that every student who completes the first subject in now 
responsible for teaching 156 people. This process is repeated for the 
remainder of all of the subjects in the course 

At the completion of the course, the Bible Student gets his Certificate IV in 
Practical Ministry and Theology, is able to be registered as a pastor, and 
can immediately start 12 new churches in the 12 villages where his 12 
“elders” have been teaching the other 12 people in each village. 

There are presently 867 students in 37 nations doing this course. If they 
all complete the course and are obedient and follow the instructions above 
the following will be the results. 

867 x 12 = 10,404 new churches established in new _ villages. 
867 x 12 x 12 = 124,848 people taught the scriptures to Certificate IV level. 
All this will be achieved if these students are obedient to the “CALL OF GOD” 
upon their lives. 

In India and Kenya, pastors are using this same course, and technique to 
teach their whole congregations and they are growing in numbers and 
levels of spiritual understanding. 

In Ephesians chapter 4 we are all commanded to be raised to a “higher 
level of spiritual maturity in Christ”. Maybe you can pray about it in your 
countries and congregations as well. 


DID THE FATHER GRIEVE WHEN JESUS 
DIED? 


Many people who have lost a loved one, especially a family member, knows 
the heartache and pain of that loss, and God has given us a grieving process 
to allow us to heal for that loss. He even sent His Holy Spirit to be our 
Comforter in these times of trail and hardship. 

But have you ever considered the pain, grief and suffering that the Father, 
God Almighty must have suffered, when He saw His only begotten Son, 
beaten, tortured and lifted up on that cross, to die a horrible and painful 
death? 

It says that the sun did not shine and the earth became dark for 3 hours, 
that there was an earthquake when Jesus Christ died. That was the reaction 
of Creation to the death of Jesus Christ. 

But what about God the Father Almighty; He has just seen His only Son 
crucified for the sins of unworthy mankind. How did He grieve? What did 
He suffer during the three days that Jesus was down in hell preaching to 
the people who had never heard a salvation message, when He turned His 
back on His Son? 

Were there any outward signs of His grief, or of His mercy? 
I believe there was. 

The scripture records that when Jesus died, the graves in Jerusalem opened 
of their own accord and people were returned back to life and were seen 
walking around in the streets of Jerusalem. 
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That was a prophetic act of what was about to happen to Jesus three days 
later. Jesus rose from the dead and was first seen by women, who went 
and told the disciples, who did not believe them, until they went to the 
grave and saw the stone rolled away for themselves. 

Was there rejoicing in Heaven when Jesus rose again? I believe there was, 
as all of the angels rejoiced that Jesus had made a public spectacle of Satan 
and his cronies and was now ready to come back to heaven and take his 
rightful place, at the right hand of God the Father. 

Imagine what that must have been like when Jesus arrived back into 
heaven and the Father said: “Welcome home Son, all authority in Heaven 
and Earth has been given unto you”. 

As we prepare for Passover (the protection of the Jews) and Easter (the 
Second Passover, which is the protection for all who believe in the Messiah 
~ Jesus Christ) let us give thanks for our salvation once again. It was really 
bought with a price ~ a price that we can never, ever repay, even in a 
million lifetimes. 

Be blessed. 


SHOULD CHRISTIANS GET INVOLVED IN 
POLITICS? 


With the world in lockdown over the last 3-4 months, and governments 
making unilateral decisions which affect all people in their nations, is it right 
for Christians to get involved in Politics? 
Well, the short answer is YES! 
There are many examples in scripture where God Almighty told his prophets 
to go to the King, or to the High Priest, or to the Governor, or to the people 
in the Temple, and to tell them that they were not following God’s Laws, 
and that if they did not repent, there would be consequences and/or 
punishment. 
The recent events over the last 10 years in Australia, clearly indicates that 
these warnings have not been taken seriously by the Australian Prime 
Ministers, State Premiers, government officials, or the judiciary. 
As a result of turning our back on God’s Laws, the governments have 
declared that “they know better than God” and have implemented laws 
which are clearly contrary to God defined laws. As written in the Bible. 
These laws include: 
a) Abortion on demand ~ which is “legalized murder” of an unborn child. 
b) Same Sex relationships ~ deemed to be legal and called “Marriage” 
when God Almighty clearly defines “Marriage” as “a Holy Estate 
before God, between a man and a woman”, for the purpose of child 
bearing. 
c) Euthanasia: “Assisted suicide” for the elderly, so that the government 
does not have to pay for their medical expenses in their old age. 
d) Transgender education in schools. God Almighty only made two 
genders ~ “Male and Female”, He made them. Nowhere in scripture, 
in the 5,000 years of biblical history does it show a man becoming a 
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female. It does however clearly state that homosexuality is an 
abomination in the sight of God and in the Book of Revelation it lists 
homosexuality as one of the many unrepentant sins which will 
prevent a person entering into heaven. 
All of the above items listed are for our welfare, and for our correction, so 
that we as a nation, do not suffer the consequences of God’s Laws, which 
have been established for millenniums. Even our Australian Constitution 
recognizes that God Almighty is supreme by including references to Him in 
the preamble of our Constitution. 


The Preamble: 

Whereas the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, 
Queensland, and Tasmania, humbly relying on the blessing of Almighty 
God, have agreed to unite in one indissoluble Federal Commonwealth under 
the Crown of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and under 
the Constitution hereby established: 

And whereas it is expedient to provide for the admission into the 
Commonwealth of other Australasian Colonies and possessions of the 
Queen: 

Note: This is how The Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory 
were added into the Commonwealth, as sovereign territories of the Queen. 
In recent weeks we have seen masses of men and women out on the streets 
because one black man was killed by an arresting officer. While I do not 
condone any form of killing in custody, we have not seen the same people 
out protesting against abortion ~ the killing of innocent unborn black 
children, nor do we see them out of the streets protesting against the killing 
of Christians in Iraq, Iran, Syria, or in some African countries ~ which is 
killing on religious grounds. 

Now we have had “feminine activists” who claim that “their body is their 
own property & therefore they can do what they like with it”. 

But when they have an abortion, they do not kill their own body, they kill 
the body of an unborn child, whose legal rights they ignore. Therefore, they 
themselves are practising discrimination ~ their rights against the rights of 
an unborn child. 

We have the LGBQTI activists saying that they want to be able to “love 
whoever they choose”, and they want that “love” to be recognised, like any 
other married couple. Well, unfortunately they forget or ignore the 
scriptures and confuse “love” with “lust”. All of these issues are clearly 
defined in scripture. 

Now we get to the heart of the issue, should the Christians get involved in 
politics? 

Well, Romans chapter 13 clearly states that God does not allow any leader, 
in any nation to be placed into leadership without God’s approval. 

So, what can we learn from this? God Almighty is involved in the politics of 
every nation on earth. Therefore, if we who call ourselves Christians, are 
not involved in politics, then we are not following God’s example, we are in 
fact in rebellion against God’s word. This may come as a surprise to many 
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people in Christian leadership, who want to keep politics and religion 
separate. That attitude is not biblical! 

Some people say that there is a separation between religion and the state, 
but they have never taken the trouble to find out what that law says and 
for what reason it was established in the first place. 

In countries where there is a law about a separation of religion and the 
state, it is for the following reason. It is so that “the state” cannot tell 
“religion” what they “can do” and what “they cannot do”. 

In fact, in recent months, just about every nation which has this law in 
place has violated it, by telling the church that they must close their 
buildings, and they must not come to worship in numbers more than 10 
people. 

Here in Australia, the church leadership of almost all denominations rolled 
over without question and closed their churches and did not have meetings 
of people in groups more than 10, as specified by the government. 

We did not see Christian leaders on television telling the government that 
what they were doing was wrong, nor did they ask their followers to come 
out into the streets to protest the government’s actions with thousands of 
Christians marching down the streets chanting Christian slogans, to heal 
the sick, clothe the naked, and provide food for the poor. 

Yes, some denominations did actually pray for the sick, they did provide 
emergency clothing and medicines for the needy, and food parcels for the 
isolated, but it was under the instructions and procedures of the 
government lockdown. 

So, what can we expect for our lack of obedience to God’s word and our 
refusal to point out the government’s mistakes? 

1. God will continue to send prophets to warn us of our wrongdoing. 

2. God will still love us unconditionally, but 

3. God will remove His blessings from our nation, because of our 
disobedience. 

4. This will continue under God’s grace and mercy, but as the scriptures 
tell us ~ after grace & mercy comes judgement. 

5. Like God Almighty did with prophet Jeremiah, telling the nation of 
Israel, daily of their sins as a nation for 23 years, so will God warn 
us. 

6. But after these warnings comes the judgement. In the case of Israel, 
it was the destruction of their cities, many killed by war, others by 
disease, and others by famine. The survivors were taken into 
captivity by the King of Babylon, where they lived in captivity for 70 
years, before being allowed to return to their homeland. 

7. Now, I do not Know what God’s “punishment plans are for Australia”, 
but one thing I do know for sure is that God “says what He means, 
and means what He says”. 

8. Therefore, there will be warnings, grace, mercy and then judgement 
for Australia, unless we heed the warnings, and as a nation repent 
and change our wicked ways. 
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I trust the leadership of the churches in this nation will take it upon 
themselves to stand up and be counted and bring this nation back to God, 
by their righteous preaching, teaching and lifestyles, and by their actions 
convince the governments to repeal any laws which do not line up with 
God’s Holy Word. 

Remember, where there is UNITY, God commands a blessing. This also 
applies to our government & their laws. Where is disunity in the laws (Some 
obey God’s word & some do not) God cannot and will not, go against His 
word and bless this nation. 

Only history will tell if Australia listened to the word of His Prophets and 
took the appropriate actions, to cleanse this nation of its sins. 


THE CHANGE THAT HAD TO HAPPEN! 


Many people have been looking at the situation that has happened all 
around us and have been asking the question: “Why did the “prophets” 
not tell us that this was going to happen”? 

Well, the answer is very simple, the prophets have been telling “the church” 
that things needed to be changed, because we, “the Body of Christ” have 
sinned against the Lord, by allowing successive governments to pass laws 
which contradicted God’s Holy Word. 

We have allowed laws to be passed which says it is OK to murder unborn 
children ~ we call it abortion. 

We have allowed laws to be passed which state that same sex unions are 
now lawful and they are called same sex marriages, when God’s laws clearly 
state that the definition of marriage “is a contract before God between 
aman and awoman”. 

The Word of God also states that homosexual acts are an abomination in 
the sight of God, and that this sin is listed as one of the unrepented sins 
which will prevent any person from entering heaven. 

But today, right across the whole world, national governments and 
ideologies think that they “know better than Almighty God”. 

Well, past history shows that that never happened! Every nation and/or 
empire on the earth that decided to rebel against God’s word has suffered 
consequences for their rebellion, and God is not intending to change His 
mind for this generation! 

Consequences of our action as nations will come. Some will last only a few 
months and many will die of the sickness, or the famine which follows. 
Others will suffer financial hardship and lose their businesses, and as a 
result, many others will lose their jobs, putting extreme pressure of the 
family units to remain strong and faithful in these times of trouble, because 
they feel that “their god” has deserted them. 

And maybe “their god” has deserted them, because the god that they put 
their trust in was not Almighty God, the God who made the heavens and 
the earth. 

The Covid-19 virus and pandemic has forced many churches, governments 
and businesses to audit their organizations and look inwards, to see what 
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they were doing and whether it can be done better than it has been done 
before. 

Even church denominations who refused to change “because we have been 
doing it this way for 500 years”, are forced to examine their methods of 
operation, considering the fact that the buildings have been closed, which 
has brought them to the realisation that “the building” is not “the church”! 
“The church” for this last 500 years has been the people who came “into 
the building, to come into the presence of God”. 

The fact that “the church” is no longer “coming into the building” has made 
many pastors and priests look at their roles once again. 

Some have even taken the drastic step of actually looking up the scriptures, 
so see what their “God defined” job description actually is. 

This has caused some pastors to actually acknowledge that “the ways we 
have been doing church in the past is NOT what God Almighty and His Holy 
Spirit expected the church to be doing ~ which is ~~ bringing people into 
His kingdom. 

The fact that the congregation members were not coming to the building, 
meant that pastors have had to re-examine how they relate to their 
congregations on a personal level. 

Some found that they needed to change their outlook and maybe Jesus 
really did want the church leadership to “actually GO and MAKE 
disciples”, by getting “outside their church buildings”, into the streets and 
lanes, and into houses, and relating the people on a new one-on-one 
relationship level. 

Other pastors focussed on new technology as a means of “connecting with 
congregation members” by holding Zoom meetings, of praise & worship 
and/or bible studies, or sermon messages. 

Much to their surprise, they found that more people actually tuned into 
these Zoom meetings than actually attended church services inside the 
building. 

The other thing which was observed from these meetings was that a pastor 
is no longer restricted to a little patch of turf in a city, but can broadcast 
his message worldwide and reach people in other countries and other 
circumstances. 

People who may never have stepped inside a church building are listening 
to sermons from God’s word and getting involved in Zoom prayer meetings. 
Many “younger generation” persons were connecting and asking probing 
questions, that they had not asked before, based upon the sudden changes 
that they have experienced since the Pandemic started, which were outside 
of their comfort zone. 

Suddenly they realised that mankind is vulnerable and death can happen 
without warning, or that that the symptoms can happen quickly and there 
is no Known cure. Life and death have taken on new meaning in the younger 
generations and they feel ill-equipped to deal with it. 

This is why there has been a significant rise in the suicide rate, as people 
cannot deal with the uncertainty of their own futures. This is also the 
underlying causes of the riots, murders & protests all around the world. 
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The church has recognised that the world is presently under 
increased spiritual attack and many have not been trained to deal 
with it, or to teach others how to deal with it. 
The time has come to go back to the basics of the scriptures and teach 
“how to do” certain things in life. The events of the past few months have 
clearly shown that many people in Church Leadership assumed that their 
congregation members knew how to deal with trials and tribulations, that 
were unforeseen and which come without warning. The reaction of their 
congregation members clearly indicates that this was in fact not the case. 
Pastors and church leaders have recognised that we cannot go back to 
“doing church the same way as it was before the pandemic”. It has to 
change, but now the hard questions start to be asked. 
1. How should we change the way we do church in the future? 
2. What template should we follow? 
3. Should we pray for the Holy Spirit to download a template for our 
specific church, or, 
4. Should we follow the template that the church down the road is 
using? 
5. Should we be doing more things together in a city in unison, or should 
we be continuing to “go our own way” and “do our own thing”? 


Maybe now is a good time to do a Bible Study on the Book of Revelation. It 
is the only book in the Bible which promises a pastor a blessing if he reads 
and teaches out of this book. It is also the only book which promises a 
congregation a blessing if they hear the Word of God and then OBEY it! 


THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN THE BOOK OF 
REVELATION 


Introduction: 

With all that is going on in the world today, maybe it is time for all of the 
Christian churches to take a serious look at the seven churches in the Book 
of Revelation, and make sure that YOUR church (the 8 church) is there, 
and it is alive and well, according to the view of Jesus, not what we think 
about OUR church. 

Before we look at the seven churches themselves, let us try to find out on 
whose authority the book was written and for what purpose, and to whom. 
The author of the book of Revelation is revealed in Rev. 1:1. It is the divine 
Word of Jesus Christ Himself, sent down to Apostle John, by an angel, to 
record it for all time, for us, the churches in Asia and for all churches, of 
all denominations, in all the countries of the world (for all generations). 
The writer was Apostle John and the book is thought to have been written 
in the period AD 90-100, some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ 
our Lord into Heaven. 
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It was written whilst John was in exile on the Isle of Patmos, for continuing 
to preach the gospel, after he was forbidden, by the laws of that land, at 
that time to do so. 

The Book of Revelation has some very special points, which the serious 

Bible student must be aware of; 

a) The book of Revelation is the only book in the Bible, which contains 
promises for pastors who read the text of this book aloud in the 
congregations of the saints. 

b) The book of Revelation promises blessings to all people who hear the 
Word and PUT IT INTO PRACTISE in their individual lives. 

C) The number 7 (God’s perfect number) is the ruling number in this 
book. e.g. 7 candlesticks, 7 churches, 7 seals, 7 trumpets, 7 
thunders, 7 vials, 7 spirits, 7 stars, 7 “no mores”. 

d) The closing chapters of Revelation, contains a striking contrast to 
the opening chapters of Genesis. Genesis speaks of the creation of 
the sun, the entrance of sin into the life of man, and into the world, 
the curse pronounced upon the ground, Satan’s triumph in being 
given authority over all things, on the earth, by man (not by God), 
and the exclusion of man from the “tree of life”. 

e) On the other hand, the book of Revelation tells of a place where 
there will be no need of the sun, (the sun will not shine), all sin will 
be banished, no more curses upon the earth, because there will be 
a new earth. Satan shall be overthrown, and admission of mankind 
once again to the “tree of life”. 

We see in Rev. 1:9, the testimony of John, as to why he was in exile, on 

the Isle of Patmos, banished for preaching the Word of God, the proof of 

which is Jesus Christ. 

I challenge each of the people reading this book and studying the seven 

churches, to ask yourself this question: 


What if the penalty was banishment from your home to an island 
somewhere out in the Andaman Sea? Would you, as an individual, be 
prepared to continue to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, no matter what 
the consequences to you might be, or what the punishment might entail? 
What about all of the “TV Evangelists”? 

Would you arrange to have “pirate TV stations” set up and still proclaim 
the Gospel, without fear of persecution and destruction of all your assets? 
How would you re-act to such a proclamation, if it was issued? 

A lot of you have just thought, it will never happen, what a crazy question, 
it does not concern me, but in each case, you will be WRONG, because 
these questions will define your attitude to Christ and His Word. 

We see even though Apostle John was placed into this situation, described 
above, it does not change his attitude to the Lord, or His teachings, as we 
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see John, under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, being borne up into the 
spiritual realm, to be given divine revelation from the Lord Himself, to 
record for our later spiritual growth and well-being. 

The glorious thing about the book of Revelation is that despite the isolation 
of John, from the world, by a worldly law, John is not isolated from God. 
This clearly proves that the Lord cares for and guides His obedient children, 
wherever they are on this earth, (or even up in the spaceships circling 
around it) for this is not too difficult for Him. 

John hears divine instructions to write down all he sees and hears in a 
book, just like the instructions given by God to the Old Testament 
Prophets. John is told to send it to the seven churches, named by the Lord 
in Asia at that time. 

Upon hearing the voice, John turns around to see a being, in the image of 
the description recorded by Daniel the prophet, in Dan. 7:13-15, and 
recognizes the Lord Himself. 

To make sure that John is not mistaken, in identifying who is talking to 
Him, we have the verbal confirmation of the vision in Rev. 1:18. 

“I AM, living in the eternity of the eternities. I died, but see, I am 
alive for evermore, and I possess the keys of death and hades 
(hell)”. 

Jesus clearly confirms who He is (I AM) and then He makes a statement 
which must be fully understood. Jesus says; "I possess the keys of 
hell”, 

Many Christians, who have not studied their Scriptures thoroughly, believe 
that the keys were given to Peter, but the Lord Himself says in the Book 
of Revelation, some 60 years after His resurrection, "I POSSESS THE 
KEYS OF HELL AND OF DEATH.” 

Does this mean that Jesus gave the keys to Peter and then took them back 
again? No! He never gave them to Peter in the first place. 

The misunderstanding has been because of the translation of the two 
Greek words ‘Petra’ and ‘Petros’. One meaning pebble, (small stone) and 
the other meaning giant rock (like the rock of Gibraltar). 

Jesus Christ is the Giant rock, whilst Peter is the very small insignificant 
pebble. I prefer to have my faith for the church built on the giant rock 
(Christ), not the small insignificant pebble (Peter) who denied Jesus three 
times. 

In Rev. 1:20, Jesus explains to John, the various meanings of the symbols 
he is seeing now that he has been transported into the spiritual realm. 

As we commence to study the messages sent to the seven churches, we 
should also understand the meaning of each of these symbols. 

Seven Stars 

The seven stars are the seven angels, one assigned to each church 
identified in the vision. Do you realize that God has appointed a special 
“messenger angel” to speak to YOUR church? Do you realize that 
each church has an individual angel to report to God, the activities of its 
congregation and to give messages to the church, (via an acceptable 
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receptive vessel, if anyone is attuned by the Holy Spirit) and the church is 
prepared to listen? 

Seven Lampstands 

The seven lampstands are identified as the seven churches, to whom the 
messages from the Lord were to be sent. This means that your individual 
church is a lampstand before the Lord. How bright this lampstand shines, 
depends on the individual candles (the individual Christian brothers and 
sisters who belong to that church body) whether they are alight, 
smouldering only, or completely gone out. 

It is interesting to notice in the Scripture of Rev. 1:13 that the image of 
Jesus is IN THE CENTRE OF THE SEVEN LAMPSTANDS. This means that 
JESUS IS THE CENTRE OF THEIR ATTENTION. 

It is important for us to recognize that JESUS CHRIST SHOULD BE THE 
CENTRE OF ATTENTION IN OUR CHURCH ALSO 


The other point to recognize in the placement of the churches around Jesus 
Christ, as the central figure, is to understand that all their attention is 
directed towards Him and is not distracted by things of the world, (or 
things going on in other churches around them), but that they concentrate 
and look directly upon His face. 

With Jesus Christ as the central figure, it is more difficult for Satan to get 
the attention of the believers, because he is BEHIND THEM and that is 
where Jesus said Satan should always be. 


CHURCHES IN REVELATIONS 


a 
ae 
°°? 


a 
| YOUR | | JESUS | — | 
CHURCH CHRIST THYATIRA 


mn aa al 


* * 
LAODICEA PHILADELPHIA SARDIS 


Is your church pointed in the right 
direction 7°77 


It is recognized by theological scholars today, that the seven churches 
referred to by Jesus, were not only the seven physical churches referred 
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to by name in the Scriptures, but are also the seven CHURCH TYPES, which 
would appear and exist throughout the “Age of the Gentiles”, prior to 
Christ’s return for His chosen people. We MUST be AWARE that these 
church types COULD and DO EXIST TODAY. 

You will see in the previous diagram that I have added an extra angel and 
an extra church and called it 

During this chapter, we will examine each of the church messages and 
then I will leave it up to yourself (and God) to allocate the score for your 
church, wherever you are. 

Remember you may be able to fool me, or somebody else with your score, 
but you can’t fool God with it, so I urge you to take this matter very 
seriously, aS we now look at the first church, the Church of 
Ephesus.(reference Rev. 2:1-7) 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


pd INDUSTRY 
200 ACTIVITIES, 
Pe 
pe 
ee 


I 
1 
2 
5 


7 
[8 CT HATE THE NICOLAITANS 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINT FOUND BY JESUS 


ABANDONED FIRST LOVE WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST - THE CHURCH IS 
GETTING COLD 


1 
FALLEN FROM ORIGINAL HEIGHTS AND LOVE OF JESUS CHRIST 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS STATED BY JESUS CHRIST 
TO GET BACK INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 


ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS STATED BY JESUS 
REMEMBER YOUR FIRST LOVE - WHICH IS JESUS CHRIST 
REPENT OF YOUR SINS - ASK FORGIVENESS FROM GOD THROUGH 
JESUS CHRIST 
CHANGE YOUR INNER WILL - CLEANSE YOUR HEART FROM 
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS 
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CHURCH AT EPHESUS 
PROMISES TO ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS 
IN THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES IF YOU REPENT 
1 GOD PROMISES THAT ALL REPENTANT BELIEVERS SHALL EAT OF THE TREE OF 
LIFE, WHICH IS IN HEAVEN. THESE PEOPLE ARE PROMISED ETERNAL LIFE 


FOREVER WITH JESUS CHRIST - IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD THE FATHER. 


CHURCH AT EPHESUS 


CONSEQUENCES TO THOSE WHO DO NOT REPENT 
OF THEIR SINS IN THIS CHURCH 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES IF YOU DON’T REPENT OF 
YOUR SINS 


JESUS WILL VISIT YOU PERSONALLY AND REMOVE THE LAMPSTAND 
FROM YOUR CHURCH. THE LIGHT WILL BE EXTINGUISHED. THE HOLY 
SPIRIT WILL DEPART FROM THE CHURCH, AND ALL BELIEVERS WHO 
DO NOT REPENT SHALL NOT ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN AT THE 
SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 


In today’s world, one would think that a church doing all these “GOOD 
DEEDS” would be acceptable to God, as it: Preaches and Teaches, Tests 
the Word of God, etc. 

However, in the EYES OF JESUS CHRIST, who is given ALL AUTHORITY 
IN HEAVEN AND IN EARTH, this is not enough! 

The fact that this is a church, which has started to grow cold in its spiritual 
walk with the Lord, is enough to exclude it from Heaven. 

However, we see that God is MERCIFUL. He does not leave the finding of 
the corrective actions or solutions to us. He gives us the ingredients to 
correct each individual believer in the Ephesian, or spiritually dying church. 
Jesus leaves the decision on whether to change or not up to each individual 
believer. 

It is not the responsibility of the pastor, or the elders anymore, IT IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF EACH INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER IN THE 
CHURCH, TO REPENT AND TURN BACK TO GOD AND GOD'S CHOSEN 
PATHWAY, FOR THE INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIAN. 

Let us now move on to look at the Scriptures and the special message sent 
to the next church, the church of Smyrna. (reference Rev. 2:8-11) 


CHURCH AT SMYRNA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


fi | GOOD POINTS TO NOTE AND TO PUT INTO PRACTISE EVERY DAY 

[2.0 SUFFERED AFFLICTIONS, DISTRESS, TROUBLES, POVERTY. 
4 PROCLAIMED GOD’S WORD UNDER ALL CONDITIONS - EVEN UNDER THE 

THREAT OF TORTURE AND DEATH BY THE LEGAL AUTHORITIES OF THAT 


DAY AND AGE. 
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PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS WHO BELONG TO 
THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES TO STEADFAST BELIEVERS BY JESUS 
CHRIST 


PROMISED THE CROWN OF LIFE IN HEAVEN AT THE TIME OF JUDGEMENT. 
NO INJURY BY THE SECOND DEATH. GOD PROMISES 


The church of Smyrna is a very special church. It has afflictions, distress, 
pressing troubles and poverty. It has been reviled and slandered against, 
by “so called Christians”, who were really backsliders, who are again under 
the domination and power of Satan. The people had been tortured, thrown 
into prison and even killed, because they continued to proclaim the Gospel 
of Christ. 

All of these things did not cause their faith to begin to crumble, because it 
was securely anchored to the giant rock of salvation, Jesus Christ Himself. 
As we study this church, we see that when we commit our lives to Jesus 
Christ, our PHYSICAL LIVES are no longer of any value, if we try to keep 
them. It only becomes of value to us if we are prepared to offer it up asa 
sacrifice to Him, not worrying about the physical pain or troubles, but being 
determined to preach God’s Word wherever we go, despite the 
consequences. 

The other important thing to notice about this church type is that, in the 
eyes of Jesus Christ, this church, and all the believers who are in it, they 
are acceptable to Him. 


Conclusion: The church of Smyrna is an acceptable church type, in the 
eyes of God, but not all Christians have the faith, nor the spiritual maturity, 
to be able to trust the Lord completely, in the times described above, that 
this church had to face. 
But all of us - SHOULD BE ABLE TO PASS THE TEST OF THIS CHURCH 
TYPE, IF WE REALLY WANT TO GLORIFY GOD IN OUR DAILY LIVES. 
So far, we have examined two church types and the score is: 

e One church for Satan 

e One church for God 
Quite surprising so far, but let us continue the study and see if we can get 
a better score by the time we have studied all seven churches. 
The next church is the church at Pergamum, (Reference Rev. 2:12- 17) 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS ee BY JESUS CHRIST 
-1____{ LIVING IN SATAN'S CITY — BUT NOT PART OF SATAN'S ACTIVITIES. 


HOLDING FAST TO CHRIST IN ALL SITUATIONS AND UNDER ALL 
CONDITIONS. 


NOT DENYING THE FAITH - EVEN TO PREVENT TORTURE AND DEATH. 


MARTYRS AMONG YOU - PEOPLE WHO ARE READY TO DIE FOR THE 
GOSPEL. 
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CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
SOME TEACH THINGS OF THE WORLD (FALSE DOCTRINES). 


SOME TEACH EATING FOOD SET BEFORE IDOLS. 
SOME PRACTISING SEXUAL ACTS, WHICH ARE CONTRARY TO GOD'S 
WORD. 


4 OTHERS ARE TEACHING WRONG DOCTRINES FROM THE COURTS OF 
THE NICOLAITANS - THE ONES WHO CORRUPT THE PEOPLE. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS SPECIFIED BY JESUS CHRIST 
ITEM CORRECTIVE ACTIONS DEMANDED BY JESUS 
CHRIST 


1 REPENT - CHANGE YOUR WILL AND ATTITUDE TO GOD - OR JESUS 
CHRIST WILL COME AND FIGHT AGAINST YOU WITH THE SWORD 
OF TRUTH AND YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO STAND AGAINST THE 


ATTACK FROM GOD. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
PROMISES TO OVERCOMERS BY JESUS CHRIST 
ITEM PROMISES TO OVERCOMERS BY JESUS 
CHRIST 


EAT HIDDEN FOOD (HEAVENLY MANNA) 


1 

2 GIVEN A WHITE STONE WITH A NEW NAME WRITTEN UPON IT. 

3 NO-ONE UNDERSTANDS THE NAME - EXCEPT THOSE WHO RECEIVE 
IT. 


CHURCH AT PERGAMUM 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES FOR ALL WHO DON’T ACT ON 
GOD’S WORD 


ft 
2 HE WILL NOT ALLOW IT TO STAND AND BE A BAD WITNESS FOR 
HIM 
3 ALL WHO ARE DESTROYED SHALL NO ENTER THE KINGDOM AT THE 
TIME OF THE ETERNAL JUDGEMENT OF ALL MANKIND. 
The church type of Pergamum is unfortunately like many churches in the 
world today; they do not bring glory to the Lord Jesus Christ, in their 
present form(s). God’s word says this ~ it is not my opinion! 
You may consider this a strong critical statement, but let us look at the 


facts. I will leave the Holy Spirit to prompt you in your decision, as to the 
correctness of my comments. 
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First of all within this church there were divisions, with some spiritually 
mature Christians trying to follow the Word of God. 

In_ addition to this, we had some of the newer believers (and some of the 
older ones) still clinging to traditions from the worldly situations, which are 
contrary to God’s Word. 

When we become “born again” believers, the Word says we become new 
creatures - old things (all of them) pass away. 

The church also had some people teaching doctrine, which was contrary to 
the Word of God, and trying to encourage the believers to eat food, which 
had been offered to idols and/or other gods. 

There were also in the midst of the congregation, people who were 
practising corruption. All of these things were wrong in the eyes of the 
Lord, (and it still is today)! 

The following things are important to note about this church type and the 
warnings given by Jesus to the believers who belong to this church. 

This warning should prompt some action from all of us. 

Firstly, Jesus identifies that there are “good Christians” and “bad 
Christians” attending the same church. 

We know that light and darkness cannot mix, nor can sweet water and salt 
water come out of the same well, at the same time. 

Therefore, we would expect that the Lord would recommend some sort of 
separation process, (if we use worldly logic) to protect the “good 
Christians” whilst the Lord dealt with the “bad Christians” in the 
congregation. 

However, that is not the case! That is not the way that Jesus deals with 
His followers. 

Jesus said if the WHOLE CHURCH DID NOT REPENT. - (good and bad 
Christians alike) then Jesus would come and fight against them with the 
sword of His mouth, which we know is the Word of Truth. 

Jesus considers that the ‘good Christians’ are just as guilty as the ‘bad 
Christians’, because the ‘good Christians’ failed to test the Word being 
preached, and when it was determined that it was incorrect teaching, they 
FAILED TO ACT AND HAVE THE TEACHING STOPPED! 

Also, the ‘good Christians’ FAILED TO STOP THE CORRUPTION, which was 
obviously apparent in the church congregation, or in the worldly situations 
around them. 

This is a very important lesson for the Church body at large to realize 
today. In the eyes of Jesus Christ, you cannot be judged blameless if you 
become one of the ‘silent majorities’, who are not involved themselves, 
in the wrongdoing, but DO NOTHING ABOUT HAVING IT STOPPED! 
Jesus considers inactivity, to not correct (take action against) something 
that is wrong, as a sin and all are collectively guilty (both the “good 
Christians and the “bad Christians) for allowing the sin to remain in 
existence. 

To the churches in Thailand, this comment is very relevant. For over 175 
years the churches have been building up barriers among the 
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congregation, not removing false teaching and some traditional practises 
(from the worldly point of view) from within their congregations. 
These stumbling blocks have prevented the Holy Spirit from being able to 
move in the midst of the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, because of 
jealousy, pride, envy, competition, accusation of ‘sheep stealing’, 
corruption in the land, etc., which has been allowed to remain by the 
Church at large, the Body of Christ. 
I challenge the COLLECTIVE CHURCH OF THAILAND, to consider the 
judgement of Jesus Christ upon the church of Pergamum. He has stated 
that He shall come and fight against you (Jesus shall fight against you 
personally) with the sword of truth. 
We all know that nobody has ever been able to defeat Jesus Christ in a 
spiritual battle. Even Satan, who is far greater than us, (in spiritual terms) 
was unable to win in his several and continual battles against Jesus. 
We are told to quote the Word against Satan and he shall flee from us. 
This indicates how powerful the Word really is. If Jesus Christ uses that 
same Word against us, then we will surely be destroyed, not just the ‘bad 
Christians’ but also the ‘good Christians’ who were part of the silent 
majority who did not do anything to correct the situation and bring the 
churches into unity under the sovereign reign of Jesus Christ. 
I will leave you to pray to Jesus Christ for forgiveness, and to ask the Holy 
Spirit to identify the things which needs to be corrected in the churches, 
so that the ‘good Christians’ are not destroyed along with the ‘bad 
Christians’. 
But now we have looked at three churches and the score is: 

e 2 churches for Satan 

e 1 church for God 
Let us continue the study and see if the score can get any worse. All along 
you have thought that everything was going to be OK once you became a 
Christian. Well maybe now you will start to think being a Christian is not 
as easy as you first thought, if you start to use the eyes of Jesus Christ, 
as the judge of what is right and what is wrong. 
Let us now look carefully at the fourth church, the Church of Thyatira. 
(Reference Rev.2:18-29) 
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CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


REJECTING THE FALSE TEACHINGS AND THE FALSE TEACHERS WHO 
GIVE IT. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


CHURCH IS DIVIDED BETWEEN FOLLOWERS OF TRUE AND FALSE 
TEACHING. 


1 
2 FALSE PROPHETESS TEACHING FALSE DOCTRINES. 
3 
5 


[200 

>a = Be NOT OP PASE TRIE HT 
ASSEMBLY. 
FALSE PROPHETESS. 

a LACK OF CHECKING BY THE CHURCH LEADERS AND THE 
CONGREGATION. 


CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS TOLD BY JESUS CHRIST 


CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FOR THE SAINTS IN 
THIS CHURCH 


REPENT OF PAST SINS - TURN BACK TO GOD FOR FORGIVENESS. 
CHECK ALL DOCTRINES TAUGHT IN THE ASSEMBLY 
REMOVE ALL FALSE PROPHETS FROM THE ASSEMBLY. 


TEACH CORRECT DOCTRINE. IF IT CAN’T BE FOUND IN THE WORD - 
DON’T TEACH IT AT ALL! 
PROTECT AND RECOVER THE “BABES IN CHRIST”. 


TEST ALL FUTURE WORDS GIVEN IN THE ASSEMBLY. 


ALL. 
CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST 
ITEM PROMISES FOR THOSE WHO OBEY IN THIS 
CHURCH 
ALSO. 


2 NO ADDED TRIALS FOR THOSE WHO TESTED THE WORD AND 
REJECTED IT. 
HOLD FAST TO WHAT YOU HAVE TILL I COME FOR MY CHOSEN 
PEOPLE. 
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CHURCH AT THYATIRA 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT 


CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T 
REPENT 


WRONGDOERS GIVEN NO SECOND CHANCE - ALL ARE DESTROYED. 
JESUS REMOVES THE UNHOLY BY ELIMINATION TO PROTECT THE 
HOLY FROM CONTAMINATION. 


From the tables it is very easy to see that this church type has a problem. 
The church has allowed wrong teaching to continue in the church, for 
some time, without taking steps to remove it, and teach the correct 
Word from the Scriptures. 

Some of the believers have remembered Apostle Paul’s warning to the 
Church at Ephesus and have carefully tested the teachings from the 
‘so-called’ apostles, and have found that their teachings did not line up 
with the Word of God and as a result, 


Unfortunately, the mature Christians, upon identifying the false teachers 
and the false prophetess, 


The result was that some of the “babies in Christ” were led astray by the 
false teachers, and the Words of the false prophetess - lead towards 
destruction. 

It appears from the account in the Book of Revelation, that the 
Lord must have sent many messages in prophecy to the church, 
identifying that there was false teaching taking place, to warn the 
church to take some positive action, to remove the people 
concerned, but alas the church elders, the church pastors and the 
mature Christians in the congregation did nothing! 

The promises and consequences for this church are things we should be 
happy about (on the one hand) and sad about (on the other). 

For the people who recognized the wrong doctrine in the church, and 
refused to follow it, Jesus promised that they would not receive additional 
trials in their earthly lives, but that they must hold fast to what they 
already have (their salvation and their faith) until the Lord comes back for 
His bride. 

Jesus goes on to tell John that He has given the false prophetess plenty of 
time to change her ways, but that she has hardened her heart and refused 
to repent of her sins, so it is logical that she should be destroyed, given 
over to the desires of her heart, given over to Satan and eternal 
damnation. But what about the poor young babies that were led astray? 
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You would think that they should be now awakened to the truth of the 
wrong teachings and be given a chance to repent and turn back to Jesus 
Christ. 

We see in this example, both the justice and the mercy of God at work. 
The young babies in Christ are given one last chance to repent and 
turn back to God. 

All who fail to listen to this warning are then to be destroyed along with 
the false prophetess and her teachers. 

All throughout the Bible, the Word clearly commands us to be the 
“HOLIEST PEOPLE ON EARTH”. The judgement upon this church is that, 
like the bad hand, or bad eye, which was to be cut off, to save the 
remainder. (ref. Matt.18:8-9) 

Jesus will “cut off the bad part of the church”, to stop the pollution of the 
Word from spreading. 


If we, as Christians, do not guard against the “watering down” or 
“polluting of the Word” in our assemblies, then the Lord will act to 
remove these offenders, by ELIMINATION. 
So, after studying four churches, the score is: 

e 3 churches for Satan 

e 1 church for God. 


Let us move on to study the fifth church in the series and see what God 
has, as instructions for correction, in this specific church type. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 
1 


STILL A FEW SOULS WHO HAVE NOT SOILED THEIR CLOTHES WITH SIN - 
WHO ARE STILL WORTHY OF KEEPING THEIR NAMES IN THE LAMB’S BOOK 


OF LIFE. 


2 THESE PEOPLE ARE THE ONLY PEOPLE WHO ARE ACCEPTABLE TO CHRIST 
IN THIS CHURCH, TO KEEP THEIR SALVATION UNTIL ETERNITY. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS 


THEIR SALVATION - THEIR PROMISED ETERNAL LIFE. 


13. | JESUS NO LONGER THINKS OF THIS AS A CHRISTIAN CHURCH ANYMORE. 


HE WILL COME UPON THEM LIKE A THIEF IN THE NIGHT AND STEAL AWAY 
3 
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CHURCH AT SARDIS 
CORRECTIVE ADVICE GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST 


CORRECTION TO BECOME RESTORED TO CHRIST 

AROUSE YOURSELF FROM SPIRITUAL SLEEP. 

KEEP SPIRITUALLY AWAKE. 

STRENGTHEN AND LIVEN UP YOUR FAITH. 

REVISE THE LESSONS YOU HAVE HEARD. 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR MIND & IN YOUR HEART. 

16 | OBEY THEM AT ALL TIMES. 

DO WORK WORTHY OF REPENTANCE. 

18 = _ | START A RECORD OF WORKS WORTHY OF MENTION IN HEAVEN. 

ITEM 
1 
2 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
PROMISES TO THE RIGHTEOUS ONES 


ITEM PROMISES BY JESUS CHRIST 
PEOPLE WHO ARE JUDGED WORTHY BY JESUS CHRIST SHALL WEAR WHITE 
ROBES AND THEIR NAMES SHALL REMAIN IN THE LAMB'S BOOK OF LIFE. 
(20 


THEIR NAMES SHALL BE PROCLAIMED OPENLY IN HEAVEN. 


CHURCH AT SARDIS 
CONSEQUENCES FOR THOSE WHO DON’T REPENT OF 
THEIR SINS 


ITEM CONSEQUENCES PROMISED BY JESUS CHRIST 


Many Christians believe that “ONCE SAVED IS ALWAYS SAVED”. Well 
unfortunately that is not what the Scriptures says. 

In Rev. 3:4-5 Jesus makes the statement that there are still a few who 
have not soiled their clothes.... and I will NOT erase their names from 
the Book of Life. 

This means that to qualify in keeping your name in the Book of Life, you 
must not soil your clothes, you must remain in accordance with the Word 
of God at all times, regularly examining your position before God and 
repent of any disobedience or misdoing’s, so as to remain righteous before 
the Lord (at all times). You must endure faithfully until the end. 

Another way of looking at this statement is as recorded in John 15:16. In 
this Scripture, Jesus says that you did not choose Him, He in fact chose 
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you and ordained you, that you should go out and bear fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain (PERFECT). 
If your fruit does not remain, or goes bad, then you are no longer worthy 
to keep your name in the lamb’s book of life. 
In using this definition of worthiness, it is necessary to challenge every 
pastor, in every church, across every land. 
In Matt. 18:12, Jesus makes mention of the shepherd with 100 sheep in 
the flock, under his love, guidance and responsibility. These are the “fruit” 
that he is to “take care of”, until Jesus returns for His bride. 
We know today that from time to time, some of the “sheep” wander back 
into the world, following after their “previous shepherd”, which is Satan. 
In discussing this problem with pastors in many different countries, I have 
been given all sorts of EXCUSES, (but called statistics), that it is normal 
for approximately 10-20% of all believers to fall away, during the first year 
of their salvation. 
They have said in affect that they are prepared to allow 20% of their fruit 
to drop to the ground, to rot and die. I would suggest that they ask 
themselves why Jesus Christ said that they are to leave the 99 sheep and 
go out and find AND BRING BACK THE SHEEP THAT WAS LOST! 
Why did Jesus Christ say that?? If Jesus Christ said that they should do 
it, then I would humbly suggest that some pastors better change their 
attitudes to their “retention factors”, and instead of accepting an 80% 
retention factor, they better get back into the Word and go for the 100% 
that is required of them, so that their garments shall not be considered 
soiled and their names shall not be removed from the Lamb’s Book of Life, 
like is written for the Church of SARDIS. 
So, after 5 churches, the score is: 

e 4churches for Satan 

e 1 church for God 
Many pastors, upon reading what I have just written, may try to brush this 
off as a wives tale, or just another mad author, trying to make a fast dollar. 
This is not true, because all publications from CammBooks are free. I make 
no financial gain from writing this book at all. I write it to turn people back 
to the Scriptures and back to the Lord. 
You may think whatever you like of me, but I challenge you to check the 
score. 
We have examined five churches so far, only one of them has been 
acceptable to the Lord, without any correction. 
Remember, He (the Lamb of God) is the ultimate judge. You have to 
convince Him of your worthiness, not me. 
Now let us move on to church number six, the church of Philadelphia and 
see what the Lord considers is good or bad in this church. 
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CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 
GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 
[6 t~=~*zC 


SHOWN “AGAPE LOVE” IN ALL SITUATIONS, EVEN DURING TRIAL AND 
TRIBULATIONS. 
THE CHURCH IS ACCEPTABLE TO GOD. 


CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA 
PROMISES GIVEN BY JESUS CHRIST FOR THIS CHURCH 


ITEM PROMISES GIVEN FOR THIS CHURCH BY JESUS CHRIST 


il JESUS PLACES AN OPEN DOOR IN FRONT OF THIS CHURCH, WHICH 

CANNOT BE CLOSED BY SATAN OR ANY OF HIS AGENTS. 

SAINTS KEPT FROM THE TRIALS WHICH WILL COME AT THE” END- 
TIME”. 

HOLD FAST TO THEIR TREASURES, THE CROWN OF ETERNAL LIFE. 

MADE TO BE A PILLAR IN THE HEAVENLY CITY WITH A NEW NAME. 


We have some good news, when studying the Church of Philadelphia, for 
it is clear that in the eyes of God, this church type is acceptable to Him: 
shout HALLELUIAH! 
In the eyes of God - not man, the work of this church is deemed to be 
acceptable. Even though the church had little power, it has used it wisely 
to glorify the Lord. 
The church was very conscious that false teachings could creep into The 
Body of Christ and so they tested EVERY TEACHING AND EVERY 
DOCTRINE, to ensure that it was in accordance with the Scriptures. 
Neither the church as a whole, nor the individual believers, renounced or 
denied the Lord’s name at any time. The Lord emphasizes that this church 
ENDURED PATIENTLY their trials and hardships, according to the lessons 
taught them by Jesus and the Apostles. 
This means they endured their trials and tribulations with love for one 
another, both for the believers and for the unbelievers alike. They were 
not complainers, gossipers, liars, or people who caused division in the 
churches, etc., but at all times, by their words and their actions, they 
showed and manifested the agape love, which is the true sign of a mature 
Christian. 
The promise given by the Lord for this church is worthy of note. They must 
make us examine our own thinking and attitudes. 

e First of all, Jesus promises that in front of this church God has placed 

a door and this door is open forever. 
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e No-one on earth can shut the door before this church. 

e Secondly, all of the false teachers, which have been identified in the 
other churches so far, will be required to bow down at the feet of the 
saints of the church of Philadelphia and acknowledge that Jesus has 
loved these saints. 

e Thirdly, the saints of this church are told they will not suffer the hour 
of testing, which is to come upon the world, indicating that the saints 
of the church of Philadelphia shall be guaranteed a place in the 
rapture when Jesus comes back for His children. 

As encouragement, Jesus tells the saints of this church to HOLD FAST TO 
THE TREASURE THAT THEY HAVE, so no-one can rob them of their crown 
(which by right, already belongs to them). 
For those people who do hold fast, (those who endure until the end) they 
shall have written on them, the name of God, (for their protection), 
become the pillars in the new city and receive the new name of Jesus 
Christ. 
Many Christians do not realize that after Jesus Christ comes back at the 
rapture, He will rule for 1,000 years and will be given a new name, as will 
all His worthy subjects. Even though this church did not have any faults, 
at the time the Scriptures were written, there is still a warning given to all 
the believers in this congregation. 
The individual believers in this church could lose their crowns in Heaven, 
if they become complacent and ceased to hold fast to the treasures they 
have acquired already in Heaven. 
This is a warning that ALL BELIEVERS SHOULD NOT TAKE LIGHTLY. If you 
do not keep your fruit remaining, that is, the fruit of your repentance, your 
fruit of salvation, your fruits of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, which is given 
severally, as the Lord wills, (not man) then you will not be deemed 
acceptable, in the eyes of God, on the day of judgement and shall have to 
go through the Baptism of Fire, fire of purification, to have all the chaff 
burned off your spiritual body, so the remainder can be turned into the 
jewels by purging through the fire. 
Christians therefore have to review their spiritual positions on a regular 
basis, to ensure that in accordance with Hebrews 6:1-3, we are continually 
maturing as Christians, not staying at the same level of spiritual growth, 
or understanding. 
In reviewing the score, we now have: 

e 2 churches for God 

e 4churches for Satan 


This means that in the six churches we have examined so far, 60% of the 
church types are deemed not to be acceptable to God in the form He 
observed them. 

To become acceptable, they all had to repent of their sins and accept the 
corrective actions identified in the Scriptures for each of them. 

Let uS examine the final church, the church of Laodicea and see how this 
church was rated by the Lord. 
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CHURCH AT LAODICEA 


GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


ITEM GOOD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS 
CHURCH 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST 


BAD POINTS FOUND BY JESUS CHRIST IN THIS 
CHURCH 
NOT ACCEPTABLE TO THE LORD, BECAUSE IT IS A SPIRITUAL CHURCH 
WHICH IS NOT “ON-FIRE” FOR THE LORD. 
THEY ARE NOT HOT OR COLD - JUST LUKEWARM. THIS IS A SPIRITUAL 
STATE THAT THE LORD WILL NOT ACCEPT. 
WEALTH OF SPIRITUAL THINGS. 

4 THIS CHURCH IS UNDER THE FALSE ILLUSION THAT IT IS ACCEPTABLE - 
BUT UNFORTUNATELY IT IS NOT. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
CORRECTIVE ACTIONS FROM JESUS CHRIST 
FOR THE LAODICEANS 


ITEM ALTERNATIVES FOR THE LAODICEAN CHURCH 


IT IS A ‘TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT” OPTION. JESUS HAS JUDGED THEM ALREADY 
- THEY JUST HAVE TO DECIDE ON WHICH PLACE THEY WISH TO BE AFTER 
JUDGEMENT TIME TAKE PLACE IN HEAVEN. 


CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
PROMISES FROM JESUS CHRIST FOR THE LAODICEANS 


ITEM PROMISES FOR THE LAODICEAN CHURCH 


PROVIDE TREASURES TRIED BY TEMPTATIONS - TREASURES WORTHY IN 
HEAVEN. 


WALK IN THE WAY OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO RECEIVE WHITE ROBES 
4 JESUS CHASTENS YOU AND CORRECTS YOU BECAUSE HE LOVES YOU AND 
DOES NOT WANT ANY TO PERISH - SO REPENT BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE. 


The church of Laodicea is like many churches, which exist today in the 
developed world. In the word of Jesus Christ, I cannot find any good 
points about this church! 

It is a church, which has a flashy impressive modern building, with air 
conditioning, modern sophisticated electronic sound and music systems, 
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comfortable upholstered seats, lush carpets on the floor, overhead 
projectors, video screens and all the other things which go with a very 
affluent society. 

The church pastor is provided with a large house, compliments of the 
church, plus an expensive car and a high salary. He is a member of some 
of the best society clubs around town - and in some cases, he has some 
businesses on the side, (just as insurance, or to help put the children 
through college.) 

The church appears to be very rich (and in fact in a worldly sense, it is) 


but it is spiritually dying! 


The church gives a token offering to the poor and a token offering to the 


mission work of the church, but the attitude is one of obligation - not 


because of the genuine love of God. 
e No-one can remember when the pastor last prayed for anyone to be 


healed (and a healing actually occurred). 

e No-one can remember when the last person made a genuine 
commitment to serve the Lord with ALL of his life and with his 
money and his talents. 

Even if they could, they would remark that “Johnny” always took his 
religion too seriously anyway. This is a church in definite spiritual 
decline. It is a church that Jesus no longer considers to be CHRISTIAN by 
name, as it does not glorify Christ in any of its activities. Jesus Christ is 
very harsh in His judgement on this church, but for very good reason. 
Jesus clearly tells John that He will spit this church out of His mouth if it 
remains in its present state, and with its present attitudes. 

But we know that God is merciful, God is just, and God is never changing, 
He is always compassionate in His ways. Jesus Christ gives this church the 
opportunity to repent, to change their ways and once again come back to 
Him, like the prodigal son. 

In Rev. 3:20, we have the famous Scripture, where Jesus says He is 
waiting just outside the door to our hearts, gently knocking and waiting 
for us to open the door, so He can have fresh and continual communion 
with us. This clearly shows the glory of God. 

Despite the fact that Jesus wishes to spit this church out of His mouth, He 
will not do so without giving every individual believer inside the church an 
opportunity to once again be restored to the fellowship of Jesus Christ. 
What a great and mighty God we have HALLELUIAH! 

So, in the church of Laodicea, we have a clear warning to all financially 
secure churches, who consider the appearances of their churches and the 
way they dress up their choir personnel, more important than the basic 
teachings of Acts 1:8, to spread the good news to all nations of the earth. 
Any church which does not have an outreach programme in their 
own city, their own country, and who do not send mission funds to 
assist in the spreading of the gospel, in other countries, either by 
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financial support to their own missionaries, or to other foreign 
missionaries, are (in my view) guilty, in God’s eyes, of falling into 
the category of the Laodicean church. 
Any church which allows denominational rulings to take 
precedence over the Word of God (all the Word of God, all of the 
Bible) is also guilty of belonging to this category. 
Let us now try to draw some conclusions: 
We have examined seven churches and we arrived at the startlingly score 
of: 

e 2 churches for God 

e 5 churches for Satan 
This is not what many Christians would have expected when they 
commenced this chapter, but the Word tells the truth of the situation, as 
Jesus, not man, judged those churches at that time. In the seven churches 
we have studied, the message to the angel of each of the seven churches 
always finishes with the words: 
“He who can hear, let him listen to and heed what the Spirit (Holy 
Spirit) says to the assemblies (the churches). 
This is the New Testament equivalent, to the Old Testament command, 
which was given by God to each of the prophets, when giving them a 
message to deliver to the people of Israel. “Thus saith the Lord God of 
Israel” 
This message for the seven church types is a direct message to us from 
the Lord and we must obey it, in the same way that we obey Acts 2:38-39, 
when we repent of our sins, are baptized in water and receive the Holy 
Spirit power into our lives. 
For those churches which at present do not believe that the Holy Spirit is 
for this day and age, I feel sorry, because they will therefore not heed the 
warnings of the book of Revelation, and as such, their saints may not fall 
into a category which is recognized (in God’s eyes) as acceptable to Him, 
in the last days. 
The above seven church types were recognized as being in existence at 
the time, some 60 years after the ascension of Jesus Christ into Heaven. 
But this warning is given to us, so that we, as individual churches today, 
would not fall into some of the pitfalls and traps those early churches did. 
Therefore, we as individual churches, must examine ourselves in the light 
of the points identified for all the previous churches and _ identify 
(TRUTHFULLY) where we, as individual churches stand. 
The following table is recommended as a checklist, to identify where your 
individual church stands, in relation to the points identified as being, for or 
against, each of the individual seven church types studied. 
If you identify any points which God has previously identified as being not 
acceptable, then the obvious solution is also to identify GOD’S REMEDY 
FOR ITS CORRECTION, so that the church can again be found acceptable 
in God’s sight. 
After completing the checklist table for the church, (collectively) then each 
individual Christian should then examine the SAME LIST FOR HIS OWN 
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SPIRITUAL SITUATION and follow THE SAME SET OF CORRECTIVE 
ACTIONS. 

In concluding this study, I trust that every person has been challenged to 
have a careful look at their particular church, their teachings and 
organization and in addition reflect on their own personal positions and 
relationships firstly to the Lord and then to other members of the Body of 
Christ. 


* KK 


SPIRITUAL 
CHECK 
LIST 


for 
INDIVIDUAL CHURCHES 


and 
INDIVIDUAL CHRISTIANS 


* KK 
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ITEM YOUR YOU AS A 
CHURCH CHRISTIAN 
[YES/NO] | [YES/NO] 


Is Jesus the centre of all attention in your 
church? 


Is your church involved with activities, 
which help people of different ethnic 
backgrounds all over the world? 


Does your church patiently endure under 
unrighteous attacks, both from _ within 
and/or outside the church body? 
eects | [ 
inside or outside the church body? 

Does your church test the teachings and 

prophecies, in accordance with the Word 

and expel the false teachers and prophets 


when you find their teaching does not line 
up with the Word of God? 


eleaeesamer | | 
Christian principles in all situations? 
Senter 
they do anything about it? 
sivaierasekecmee™ | [ 
their first love, which is Jesus Christ? 

Does your church react correctly when 

placed under physical and/or political 

pressure from inside or outside the church 

body? 

Is your church prepared to proclaim Jesus 

Christ in the face of imprisonment or even 

death? 

Does your church have a good record of 

works, produced by and through trials and 

strife and achieved them through the use 

of faith in Jesus Christ? 

Can you see: Love, faith, service, patient 

endurance all in operation in your church 

assembly? 

Does the works, through faith, 

day by day, in your church body? 

Are false teachers allowed to continue to 

operate in your church, in your presence, 

without corrective action? 

Does your church have groups, or an 

individual who likes to gossip about other 

people? 


Is the Holy Spirit Gift of Discernment 
operating in your church? 

Are all the Holy Spirit gifts as per 1 COR. 
Chapter 12, operating in your church on a 
regular basis? 

Are the 9 fruit flavours of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, as per GAL 5:22 operating in 
your church regularly? 

Does your church encourage and practise 
the operation of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit 
in accordance with 1. COR. Chapter 14? 
Does you church have elders & deacons 
appointed as per the book of Titus? 

Does the elders control and govern the 
church, or is it controlled by the pastor, as 
a dictator? 

If your church has "daughter" churches, do 
they have elders and deacons, and are they 
in complete control of their own daughter 
church, or must they get approval from the 
"mother" church for everything they want 
to do? 

Is there a bottle of oil in your church, so 
that an elder can anoint the sick and pray 
for their complete healing, as per James 
5:14? 


salvation? How often? 
accepted Jesus Christ in your church? 


Does your church call for people to receive 
the Holy Spirit into their lives? 
Does your church encourage the believers 
to be baptized by total immersion in water? 
How often do these baptismal services take 


place? 


Does you church emphasize that your 
church should be Holy? 
Is your church Holy? rs 


Does your church take positive steps to 
make sure that it remains Holy all the time? 


Does your church preach that your fruit 
must remain, as per the words in John 
15:16? 
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If the answer to the above is NO! Do you 
put it down to statistics of this day and age 


What action does your church take if one 
believer goes out of the church? Do you 
follow the instructions of Jesus, as stated in 
MATTHEW 18:12-14? 


- just a sign of the times? 


What percentage of people who accepted 

salvation in your church, during the last 2 

year period, are still practising Christians 

today? (Either in your church’ or 

elsewhere)? 

As an individual church, has there been 

someone accept the salvation of Jesus 

Christ in your church during the last 

month? 

|How often doesthishappen? || 


As a believer, have you ever r witnessed or pf 
led a person to accept the Lord as their 

personal Saviour? _ 
[dll A 
Christians today? 


Is your church spiritually alive and awake? ee ee 


pcugataear™™ | | 
and invigorate your faith into action? 

Does your church give balanced lessons 

and teachings in all areas of the Scriptures, 

or does it concentrate on one area only, 

like evangelism, but not give proper 

nurture food for all new believers? 


Is your church a growing one, or is it one 
that just has a constant stream of changing 
faces, but with approximately the same 
number of people in the congregation each 
week? 


Does your church (and church elders) 
practise what they preach? Or are they 
hearers of the Word only? 


Has your church had a series of studies on 
the 7 churches in Revelation, before you 
read this book? 


Did they change anything inthe church? [| 
How often does this happen? a 


A1 


Does your church, chasten, discipline, or 
correct its members, when they go astray 
from the Word of God? 


eermeeeteee [| 
As per what series of Scriptures? 

Does your church allow a marriage 

between a believer & a non-believer to take 

place on its premises? 

Does your church allow a “marriage” a ae 
between same sex couples? 

Does your church have a fund for widows, 

to help those who are in distress, or in need 

in your congregation? 


How does your church select their pastor or Pf 
shepherd? 


Do you place more emphasis on the 
person's length of service, or educational 
skill and qualifications, or on the "fruit" of 
his ministry? 

Does your church participate with other 
churches in your town, to lift up the name 
of Jesus Christ higher than any other 
name, or do you think they are in 
competition with you and that they may 
steal your sheep? Don't all the sheep 
belong to Jesus Christ, not the individual 
churches? 


Does your church consider the church 
buildings more important than spending 
money on the mission program = and 
spreading of God's Word throughout the 
earth? 


As you are by now aware, it is only two of the churches which are acceptable 
"in God's eyes", to be able to enter the Kingdom of Heaven, in their present 
states. 

In undertaking the Spiritual Checklist shown above, you can do it as carefully 
(or as carelessly) as you choose. 

The point you must realize is that you do not have to convince me how good 
your individual church is, you have to convince yourself. 

Finally, God Almighty already knows the score, for both your church, and for 
you, as an individual Christian, so don't try to fool Him, it won't work! 

If you find that you did not get a perfect score, then you need to do 
something about it, as only those with "perfect scores" in God's eyes will be 
able to enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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WILL YOU PRACTISE LOVE, OR HATE? 


I want to discuss two different world incidences which have happened 
recently in the world around us. 

We have seen media footage of violence, looting, arson and other atrocities 
against law enforcement officers, showing that hate was in control, and no 
Christian love was being shown in the nations ~ even though those nations 
“claim to be Christian”! 

Yes, a man was brutally murdered, but this not how Jesus said “Christian 
Nations” are to respond to violence, hatred, or to injustice. 

It is not a good witness, nor does it give any glory and honour to Him. Jesus 
said to “love your enemies”, to “pray for those who hate and oppress you”. 


Now I insert 2 media clips, from the USA. 

The first one shows mobs displaying hate and by their actions giving glory 
to Satan ~~ Not Jesus Christ. 

https://nyti.ms/3gihmhh 


Now, another group of people in the USA came out onto the streets to 
protest by singing “Waymaker”. 
https://youtu.be/7XE2tY-mSlw 


In another incident in October 2011, Religious Extremists destroyed a 
church in Egypt, which was more than 1,000 years old. 
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Did the Christians march down the streets, looting the shops, burning the 
shops, or attempting to murder the police? NO! 

They sent out a call to all of the Christian churches in Egypt to come 
together to worship King Jesus. More than 70,000 people came in peace to 
respond to this terrible desecration of a holy place. They sang worship 
songs to the Lord. 

Here are two Clips of this event. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPhTEYaqinV 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Db_ pimDhusc 


Instead of screaming out hateful messages they cried out the name of Jesus 
continually for 10 minutes. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bTpvaEWjXWs 


Now the question: Which reaction was the better witness for Jesus Christ & 
and which action will get God’s blessing for the nation? 

Look what happened to Egypt after Moses led the Hebrews out of Egypt 
into the wilderness towards the Promised Land. 

A Message about Egypt in Isaiah chapter 19: 


This message came to me concerning Egypt: 

1 Look! The Lorp is advancing against Egypt, riding on a swift cloud. The 

idols of Egypt tremble. The hearts of the Egyptians melt with fear. 

2“T will make Egyptian fight against Egyptian— brother against brother, 

neighbour against neighbour, city against city, province against province. 

3 The Egyptians will lose heart, and I will confuse their plans. They will plead 

with their idols for wisdom and call on spirits, mediums, and those who 

consult the spirits of the dead. 

41 will hand Egypt over to a hard, cruel master. A fierce king will rule them,” 

says the Lord, the LorD of Heaven’s Armies. 

> The waters of the Nile will fail to rise and flood the fields. The riverbed will 

be parched and dry. 

6 The canals of the Nile will dry up, and the streams of Egypt will stink 
with rotting reeds and rushes. 

7 All the greenery along the riverbank and all the crops along the river 
will dry up and blow away. 

8 The fishermen will lament for lack of work. Those who cast hooks into the 

Nile will groan, and those who use nets will lose heart. 

2There will be no flax for the harvesters, no thread for the weavers. 

10 They will be in despair, and all the workers will be sick at heart. 

11 What fools are the officials of Zoan! Their best counsel to the king of 

Egypt is stupid and wrong. Will they still boast to Pharaoh of their wisdom? 

Will they dare brag about all their wise ancestors? 
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12 Where are your wise counsellors, Pharaoh? Let them tell you what God 

plans, what the LorD of Heaven’s Armies is going to do to Egypt. 

13 The officials of Zoan are fools, and the officials of Memphis!2! are deluded. 

The leaders of the people have led Egypt astray. 

14The LorpD has sent a spirit of foolishness on them, so all their suggestions 

are wrong. They cause Egypt to stagger like a drunk in his vomit. 

15 There is nothing Egypt can do. All are helpless— the head and the tail, 
the noble palm branch and the lowly reed. 

16 Tn that day the Egyptians will be as weak as women. They will cower in 

fear beneath the upraised fist of the LoRD of Heaven’s Armies. 

17 Just to speak the name of Israel will terrorize them, for the Lorp of 

Heaven's Armies has laid out his plans against them. 


18 In that day five of Egypt's cities will follow the Lorp of Heaven's Armies. 
They will even begin to speak Hebrew, the language of Canaan. One of 
these cities will be Heliopolis, the City of the Sun.{] 

19Tn that day there will be an altar to the LorpD in the heart of Egypt, and 
there will be a monument to the LorD at its border. 

20Tt will be a sign and a witness that the Lorp of Heaven’s Armies is 
worshiped in the land of Egypt. When the people cry to the Lorp for help 
against those who oppress them, he will send them a Saviour who will 
rescue them. 

21 The LorD will make himself known to the Egyptians. Yes, they will know 
the LorD and will give their sacrifices and offerings to him. They will make 
a vow to the LorbD and will keep it. 22 The Lorb will strike Egypt, and then 
he will bring healing. For the Egyptians will turn to the LorbD, and he will 
listen to their pleas and heal them. 

23Tn that day Egypt and Assyria will be connected by a highway. The 
Egyptians and Assyrians will move freely between their lands, and they will 
both worship God. 

241In that day Israel will be the third, along with Egypt and Assyria, a 
blessing in the midst of the earth. 

25 For the LorD of Heaven’s Armies will say, “Blessed be Egypt, my people. 
Blessed be Assyria, the land I have made. Blessed be Israel, my special 


possession!” 

Looking at the world today, who would ever think that Egypt, Syria and 
Israel could ever by allies and worship the same God ~ but here it is, in 
black & white, for all to see. 


Just like God Almighty promised elsewhere in the Book of Isaiah that a 
virgin would give birth to a Son, this prophecy will also come to pass in 
God’s eternal timing, for His glory. 


SEEING IS NOT BELIEVING 


In the scriptures, the accounts of the trial, crucifixion and resurrection of 

Jesus are well documented in all of the Gospels. 

But there are 12 Appearances of Jesus AFTER His Resurrection recorded in 

scripture so let us look at them today. 

Introduction 

Jesus died in public and his body was released by the Roman authorities to 

Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, who placed him in a sepulchre (tomb) 

which was also observed by the women from Galilee. Matthew records that 

a “great stone was rolled to the door of the sepulchre, to seal it”. 

Matt.27:60. The chief priests remembering that Jesus had prophesised that 

he would rise again after 3 days went to Pilate who commanded in Matt 

27:64 that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day lest his disciples 

come by night and steal his body saying ‘he is risen from the dead’. 

To the ever-cautious Pilate this would have given him some security and 

an action to keep the appearance of control. They also sealed the stone and 

set a watch to guard the tomb. The seal meant that if the stone were moved 
it could be shown that the grave had been tampered with. The guard meant 
no one could come in or out without being seen and noted by the guard. 

Therefore, everything was secure by Friday evening according to our 

manner of describing days. The Sabbath day rest ended at 6 p.m. on the 

Saturday and by then it would be too dark to work and so no one, like Mary 

Magdalene, would come to the tomb until the first day of the Jewish week. 

That would be Sunday for us. (I presume she came early once it was light 

even though the day time temperatures are not too extreme being about 

65F in the middle of the day which would be about 17 or 18 degrees 
centigrade. ) 

The 12 appearances of Jesus after his resurrection from Easter Sunday 

onwards are: 

1. Sunday morning to Mary Magdalene. [John 20:11-18] Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb, presumably soon after the dawn of the 
day, one would imagine, the sun weakly putting its rays across the 
tops of the trees and rocky outcrops. One would not think that she was 
looking forward to attending to the body, but it would have been 
important to do this service to her Lord. But she finds the stone rolled 
away and the tomb empty. She runs to get Peter and John and they 
find the linen that Jesus’ body had been wrapped in and the head cloth 
also folded up. Mary stands there crying and moving towards the 
entrance to the tomb, she sees two angels sitting inside. They ask her 
why she is crying and she says they have taken her Lord away and 
don’t know where they have put him. Then turning around, she sees 
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Jesus, although she does not recognise him thinking him to be the 
gardener. Why she did not realise? It may be incorrectly assumed that 
Jesus in his resurrected form was not wholly human and therefore did 
not always chose to be like his former self and he may not be wearing 
his usual clothing. He says her name and she says; “Rabboni”. Then 
she knew and embraced him, the resurrected Jesus who then sends 
her to spread the news by telling the disciples. 
The women returning from the sepulchre. Matt 28:9-10 says ‘they’ 
but who are ‘they’? Matthew in verse 1 has Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary. Mary Magdalene it seems had already left the scene but 
the other Mary was there and whoever came to help them, maybe 
Salome as recorded by Mark. Jesus speaking to them clearly marks 
that they knew him and this time, the scripture says, they fall towards 
his feet. This time the message was to tell his brethren. To whom is 
Jesus speaking? The Greek word is athe/phous as in brothers, literal or 
figurative. It may simply mean the 11, or his relatives or the brethren 
in general. 
Appearance to Peter. This is recorded in Luke 24:34 as well as in 1 
Cor.15:5. It does not say where or when. It has been suggested that 
Simon Peter alone was on the road to Emmaus or alone in Jerusalem. 
But it clearly happened and after Peter denied him three times and cut 
off the ear of the soldier that Jesus had to heal, it must have been of 
special comfort to him. 

On the road to Emmaus. Luke 24:13-31. There were two men 
walking to the village of Emmaus, which is 7 or 8 miles from Jerusalem. 
Cleopas is the one named. It is thought he may be Alphaeus the father 
of James who was one of the twelve, but not James the son of 
Zebedee. The other could be Peter again, but it seems it was not one 
of the other twelve. One commentator has suggested that it could be 
Luke himself. But the two record a stranger joining them on the road, 
not an unusual event to see someone from out of town as it was the 
feast of Passover. Again, they did not recognise him in his new form 
and his old clothes had been divided among the soldiers. They pour 
out their hearts ~ all the things that they had seen and known about 
in Jerusalem from his death on the cross a few days ago to the empty 
tomb and the message from the angels that Jesus was alive. The 
apparent stranger, that being Jesus, expounded on the scriptures that 
the Messiah should die before being glorified (given honour). The two 
asked him to remain with them, clearly keen to have passages being 
opened to them and he stayed to have a meal and he took the bread, 
blessed it and broke it and they then knew who he was before 
disappearing from in front of them or vanished as the scripture states. 
In these days of science fiction, it would be said he dematerialised. 
Sunday evening without Thomas. John 20:19-25 The disciples, 
minus Thomas, were gathered in a (locked) room with the doors shut, 
when Jesus came in the middle of them without coming through the 
door saying, ‘Peace be with you’. Having done so he showed them his 
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hands and his side. In the Luke account (Luke 24:36-49) he shows 
them his feet and then eats with them. He appears as a human with 
skin and bone. It does not categorically say the scars were there but 
there was no doubt in the mind of the disciples that it was Jesus. Proof 
would have been needed and that is why he did not ascend to his 
Father for 40 days. 

One week later. John 20:26-29 This time Thomas is present. It has 
been suggested by some commentators that Thomas was a pessimist 
and perhaps a person who felt his ‘glass was half-empty’ rather than 
‘half-full’. This characteristic appears to be used to put this record 
down. Thomas says unless I see his hands and the print of the nails, 
put my finger into the print of the nails and put my hand in to his side, 
I will not believe. Thomas had his hands put in the nail print and the 
gash in the side and says, “My Lord and my God”. Clearly Jesus here 
has the precise signs that Thomas was wishing to see, that of a person 
who has died by crucifixion with a gashed side as recorded in John 
19:34 that proved he was dead before they took him off the cross as 
the blood and the water were separate. 

Three weeks later to the disciples on the shores of Galilee. John 
21:1-14. John records it “at the Sea of Tiberias” and states this is the 
third time Jesus appeared to his disciples. Seven of the disciples had 
gone fishing. These included Simon Peter, James and John, Thomas 
and Nathaniel (otherwise known as Bartholomew) as well as two others 
that are not recorded but could be Andrew and Philip. They went night 
fishing but caught nothing. Jesus was standing on the seashore 
although they did not recognise him. He tells them to cast their nets 
on the other side and they catch so many fish that they were not able 
to draw the net in. At that point John realises that it is the Lord Jesus 
and tells Simon Peter, who realises the truth of John’s statement and 
rushes out towards the shore. Jesus prepares breakfast and gives it to 
them and afterwards has a long conversation with Peter. 

To the eleven on a mountain in Galilee as Jesus had appointed. 
Matthew 28:16-20. We do not know what mountain as it is not 
recorded and when they, which would include Matthew himself, saw 
him and they worshipped him. Although it says some doubted, it does 
not say whom or what those doubts entailed. 

To more than 500 brethren (athelphous) in Galilee. 1 Cor.15:6. 
The significance of this is the large number; for us a moment to 
imagine as if we were of that 500. 

It proves that the resurrected Jesus was seen by MANY PEOPLE, 
much more than 500 hundred, women and men. He was seen or heard 
many times—to be exact eleven or twelve times of those recorded in 
the New Testament and for a period of 40 days. 


Even those inclined to doubt received proof. The many details given in the 
accounts also attest to its authenticity. All the records agree he could speak 
audibly, could eat and appear as flesh and bone and reason and instruct 
with intelligence. 
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It shows the form of such a resurrected being and would backup what they 
already knew that Jesus was the Son of God. It also shows the surprise, 
elation and other emotions being evoked and that these accounts were real 
and not contrived in advance. 

But the point I want to concentrate on today is that more than 500 people 
saw him (point number 9) as recorded in 1 Corinthians 15:16 


Now some scholars say that there is a scriptural reason for the 120 people 
in the upper room, as they are thought to represent 10 people from each 
of the 12 tribes of Israel. These then go out to become the instruments that 
changes the world through the spread of the Word of God. 

Now we know that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit was the empowerment 
that was needed to allow Peter (who had previously denied Jesus 3 times) 
to get up and preach the sermons as recounted in the Book of Acts in 
chapter 2, resulting in 3,000 Jewish people accepting Jesus as their Saviour 
that day. So, the multiplication factor is one gets 3,000, therefore 120 
people preaching gets millions. 

They argue that this is why when Jesus appears in the clouds and the 
Orthodox Jews recognise him as their Messiah, the “10 people per tribe” 
becomes “12,000 people per tribe”, the 144,000 that is to become the 
greatest evangelistic movement to ever be on the earth, and it says in the 
Book of Revelation that this “once-off” evangelistic movement will never 
happen again. 

That is something exciting to look forward to, but right now, the day before 
Western Society celebrates Pentecost 2020, I have to ask you this question; 
Do you believe that Jesus rose from the dead, as the activation of the 
promised New Covenant, recorded in Jeremiah 31:31, and that He is 
waiting for you to accept the Promise from the Father, the blessed Holy 
Spirit, which activates all believers to do great and mighty things in this 
corrupt and evil world of darkness? 

Are you ready to go and turn the world “right-side up” to once again be in 
line with the Promises of His word? 

It is exciting times that we live in, as you ready for what Jesus has in store 
for you for the rest of your life??? 


RETHINKING THE CHURCH AFTER COVID-19 


After the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the first Pentecost, where the 
book of Acts says that more than 3,000 believers accepted Jesus Christ as 
their personal Saviour; the disciples were faced with a new scenario that 
had never happened to them before. 

Up until now, they had been with their Master, who had taught the crowds 
and it was only when they were sent out at part of the 70 evangelists that 
they were dealing with the people without Jesus being present. 

But now, filled with the Holy Spirit, and seeing the power and effect of the 
Holy Spirit upon others, a new ministry was brought into being. 
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Jesus had charged them to “GO” (action word) and “MAKE” (another 
action word) DISCIPLES [not believers] in Matthew 28:18-20 and here 
were the first-fruits of that preaching by Apostle Peter, under the power 
and anointing of the Holy Spirit. 

The 11 Apostles’ first action was to appoint a “replacement Apostle” for 
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus and then the 12 started to teach all of 
these “new believers”, to become “new disciples”. 

This did not happen overnight, nor did it happen automatically. It took time 
and effort, especially as the scripture tells us that the Holy Spirit will “add 
to the church DAILY” all those that have been called to serve the Master. 
The template that was laid down in the first-century church saw the church 
grow not only in numbers, but in many new countries, cities, towns, and 
villages. 

The Book of Acts and the Epistles identifies how the apostles obeyed Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit in fulfilling this mission. They turned the then-known 
world upside down, with their evangelism and teaching of the Word of God, 
with authority and power. 

The Sanhedrin, which had been around for centuries, were always looking 
inward, with little or no growth, but the “Followers of the Way”, later to be 
called Christians, were actively promoting the truth of God’s word, with 
positive results. 

We face a similar situation as we come to Pentecost 2020. The 
church (like the Sanhedrin) has been sitting on its hands for far too long, 
looking inwards within the 4 walls of their buildings. This came to an abrupt 
halt when governments all around the world closed churches and gave 
instructions not to come and worship in large groups. 

However, with the use of technology, live streaming of church services, or 
worship meetings on Zoom, etc. these “sessions” are attracting many 
people to watch these events, who would not normally go to church, in a 
physical building, but are happy to watch this service from the comfort of 
their homes. Why do you think that is? 

It has been reported in some churches that the number of people watching 
their online services has doubled compared to the number who would 
regularly attend their church services in a “physical building”. 

Others have found that Zoom home-group meetings have become very 
popular, because not only can you see other people, but the meetings are 
interactive and the groups are not limited by distance from the church ~ or 
even have to be in the same city, state, or nation. 

This opens up the facility for worldwide evangelism like never before! Now 
is the time to make the next major shift in the way the Word of God is 
delivered to the masses. Those churches which grasps this revelation and 
asks the Holy Spirit to download the template that is to work for their 
church, will prosper and grow. 

But those churches which go back to the “same old ways” that they have 
been “doing church” for centuries will slowly die and become extinct. Any 
church that thinks adding 2+2 and getting any answer except 4 are fools. 
Any church that thinks doing church the same way as it has been done for 
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the last 10 years and getting a different result are fools! Hard words? YES! 
But TRUE words! 
So, the challenge facing pastors and church leaders, right across the world 
right now, is how to incorporate these changes into their present church 
structures, to have existing congregation members growing in spiritual 
maturity, but also be able to continue to reach out to the wider community 
after the COVID restrictions are lifted. 
After the restrictions are removed the Body of Christ ~ “the church” should 
never be the same again. If it is, then we will revert to a pre-protestant 
era, when there was no life in the church, and the Holy Spirit will have to 
elevate men like Martin Luther, the Wesley brothers, Charles Finney and 
many more, to move the church forward out of its complacency. 
That is the challenge of Pentecost 2020, and it can only be done after much 
soul-searching and repentance. As it says in 2 Chronicles 7:14; [IF] my 
people, who are called by my name shall, 

1. HUMBLE THEMSELVES, 

2. And PRAY, 

3. And SEEK MY FACE, 

4. And TURN FROM THEIR WICKED WAYS, 
[THEN and only then], will I, 

1. HEAR FROM HEAVEN, 

2. FORGIVE THEIR SINS, 

3. And HEAL THEIR LAND. 
Notice in this scripture that if mankind does not do ALL 4 of the items 
mentioned, then the Lord does not have to do anything. This may be a big 
surprise to some people. This is a “conditional promise from God”. If you 
do, then I will do, but if you don’t, then I won’t! 
So is the church going to accept the challenge ~ or go back to sleep? 


JOHN CHAPTER 5 


Firstly, we must remember that at the time that Apostle John was writing 
this gospel, (in fact at the time all of the writings in scripture, both Old and 
New Testaments) there were no chapter headings, nor verse numbering, 
as these were first added by Robert Estienne in 1551, and sometimes the 
break in the chapter headings, should (in my opinion) have been left out, 
because it is a continuation of the story recounted in the previous chapter, 
or chapters. 

This chapter starts with the words; “Afterwards”, so one must go back 
and find out “after what”? 

After Jesus had visited the woman at the well, and then after Jesus had 
spent 3 days with the villagers in Samaria, and then after Jesus had 
performed 2 miracles in John chapter 4, then He returns to Jerusalem to 
attend a Jewish festival. 

We know from chapter 6 that the Jewish Festival that He was going to 
attend was the Passover Feast, and Jesus, who “did not come to abolish 
the Law, but to fulfil the Law”, would have attended at least 33 of these 
festivals, in his lifetime, but only one is recorded in detail in the scriptures. 
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The reason for this? Because it was to be "THE LAST PASSOVER” and the 
BEGINNING OF THE NEW COVENANT, proclaimed in Jeremiah 31:31 
and activated when Jesus rose from the dead, proclaiming to all of Heaven 
and Earth, and to all principalities and powers, that He had conquered sin 
and death, and had made a public spectacle of Lucifer [Satan]. 

In the first 5 verses we have some background details about the sick being 
healed in the Pool of Bethesda, near the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem. 

One of the sick men lying there got Jesus’ attention. He had been lying 
there for 38 years and was frail and nobody was there to help him into the 
pool to get healed. 

Jesus approaches this man and asks him “Do you want to get well”? 
Notice that Jesus did NOT say “do you want me to help you to be put into 
the pool”? Jesus asks the man a “faith question”, but the man answers with 
a “worldly response”. 

“I can’t, because someone always gets to the pool before I can get there”. 
This man has faith and He believes that if he could get into the pool he 
would be healed. 

Jesus can see this faith and so He tells him to “Stand up! Roll up your 
sleeping mat, and go home”! Instantly the man was healed! He rolled 
up his mat and began walking. A mighty miracle was performed, for all the 
people there to see and to rejoice. 

The scripture recounts that “it was on the Sabbath Day when this miracle 
was done”. So, the Jewish leaders got upset. They were saying in effect to 
Jesus; “You can do miracles any other day of the week ~ but you can’t 
do miracles on the Sabbath”! 

Have you ever been in a church like that? Where they are more concerned 
with “the rules” than the fact that a person who has been sick for 38 years 
has got miraculously healed? 

Instead of jumping for joy and rejoicing that this man was healed, the 
Jewish Leaders are complaining that somebody has “broken the rules” (as 
they perceive and understand them). 

Remember, Jesus later makes it very clear that man is Lord of the Sabbath 
and that the Sabbath is NOT Lord of Man. But no! They start planning to 
kill Him, because He broke the Sabbath (by working ~ doing miracles) on 
the Sabbath Day and also that He was going about, doing His Father’s 
business. 

Jesus was Claiming that God Almighty was His Father. This was totally 
unacceptable to the Jewish Leaders, even though the Scriptures prophesied 
just that. Yes, that a virgin would give birth to a Son and as such God was 
taking on the form of human flesh and walking amongst us to experience 
the same trials and temptations as the rest of mankind. 

Have you ever been in a church and someone new comes along, and starts 
teaching the scriptures with revelation and authority, and starts to 
challenge the leadership regarding their attitudes and their teachings? Have 
you ever seen their reactions? 
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This is a threat to their leadership ~ they will have to deal with this “upstart” 
who is suggesting that we change the way we have been doing things for 
the last 1,000 years. Who does He think he is??? 

Sadly, some of you are not laughing, but are nodding your heads, because 

you have seen this happen in church surroundings in your town or city. 

But was Jesus stopped by this opposition? NO! He came to the earth so that 

not even one soul should be lost. Jesus even made it very plain in verse 

19. Jesus replied: “The Son can do nothing by Himself. He does only what 

He see the Father doing, and in the same way. [He changes nothing ~ it is 

exactly as the Father does] 

20 For the Father loves the Son, and tells Him everything He is doing; and 
the Son will do far more awesome miracles than this man’s healing. 

21 He will even raise from the dead anyone He wants to, just as the Father 
does. 

22 And the Father leaves all judgement of sin to His Son, 

23 so that everyone will honour the Son, just as they honour the Father. 

BUT IF YOU REFUSE TO HONOUR GOD’S SON, whom He sent to you, 

then you are certainly not honouring the Father. [Either] 

24 “I say emphatically, that anyone who listens to my message and 
believes in God who sent me has eternal life, and will never be damned 
for his sins, but have already passed out of death into life. 

25 And I solemnly declare that the time is coming, in fact, it is already 
here, when the dead shall hear my voice ~ the voice of the Son of God 
~ and those who listen shall live”. 

Some people today will say that Jesus was talking to the leadership of the 

Jewish Sanhedrin, to the Pharisees and the Sadducees, so this portion of 

scripture does not apply to us ~ but they would be wrong! because Jesus 

was prophetically forecasting what was going to happen “in their lifetimes”. 

Jesus would be crucified, and would go down into hell and speak to the 

dead, who had never heard a message about the Messiah. 

All those (from the beginning of time until that date) both Jews and 

Gentiles, of all tribes, nations and tongues, would hear the gospel message 

and be given an opportunity to accept Jesus as their Saviour ~ even though 

they were dead. 

Jesus then goes on to promise that those who heard (both Jews and 

Gentiles) his message and accepted it would be raised up out of hell and 

positioned into paradise ~~ they would live. So, what is the difference 

today? NONE! 

Jesus has promised us that if we (who are alive today) both Jews and 

Gentiles, who hear His message and accept that Jesus Christ is the Son of 

God, the Messiah, and accept Him as their Saviour, they shall be receive 

eternal life. 

26 The Father has life in Himself, and He has granted his Son to have life 
in himself, 

27 And to judge the sins of all mankind, because He is the Son of Man. 

Here Jesus makes a very interesting proclamation; God the Father has 

given Jesus, His Son, the authority to judge the sin of ALL mankind. 
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This means that Jesus is given the authority to judge the sins of all peoples, 
tribes and tongues of all nations and generations from Adam, until He 
returns to claim His bride. 

It does not matter whether you follow Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, or any 
other “ism”, God Almighty, the creator of the universe, has given this 
authority to His Son. 

The scriptures are very clear; if you hear the message and accept it you 
will be given life, but if you hear the message and reject it, you will be given 
death, because your sins will not be covered with the blood of Jesus and 
therefore you will be held accountable for your sins. 

Romans 3:23 states that ALL have sinned and fallen short of the glory of 
God. 

In John 14:6; Jesus makes a declaration when He says; “I AM the way, (I 
AM) the truth, and (I AM) the life, NO MAN (OR WOMAN) comes the 
Father except through ME (I AM). 

I have added in brackets the extra (I AM’s) because when translators made 
the translation into English, they were lazy and these words are left out, 
because we “assume that they are there”. 


30 But I pass no judgement without (first) consulting the Father. I judge 
as I am told. And my judgement is absolutely fair and just, for it is 
according to the (perfect) will of God who sent me and it is not merely 
my own. 

31 When I make claims about myself, they are not believed, 

32, 33 but someone else, YES, John the Baptist, is making these claims for 
me too. You have gone out to listen to him preaching, and I can assure 
you that all that he says about me is true. 

34 But the truest witness I have is not from man, though I have reminded 
you about John’s witness so that you will believe in me and be saved. 

35 John shone brightly for a while, and you benefited and rejoiced, 

36 But I have a greater witness than John. I refer to the miracles I do; 
these have been assigned me by the Father, and they prove that the 
Father has sent me. 

37 And the Father Himself has also testified about me, though not 
appearing to you personally, or speaking to you directly. 

38 But you are not listening to him, for you refuse to believe me ~ the one 
sent to you with God’s message. 

Jesus is saying to the Jewish leaders and to all those gathered around him; 

the Jewish leaders speak the word, but I actually do the works that my 

Father has sent me to do. My witness is “in the doing of miracles”. This 

word was later confirmed in the scriptures that we too, have to be “doers” 

of the word, not “hearers” (or speakers) of the word only. 
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39 You search the scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. 
BUT the scriptures point to me. 

40 Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life. 

Jesus is telling the Jewish leaders (and the crowd) that they have no spirit 

of discernment or revelation operating in their hearts, because the 

scriptures which they all claim to know and understand, is clearly pointing 

the Jesus, the child born of a virgin, as prophesied in the book of Isaiah; 

but yet they don’t recognise him for who he is; but if they did and come to 

him they all would receive eternal life. 

41 Your approval means nothing to me. 

42 Because I know that you do not have God’s love within you. 

43 For I have come in my Father’s name, and you have rejected me. Yet, 
if others come in their own name, you gladly welcome them. 

44 No wonder you can‘ believe! For you gladly honour each other, but you 
don’t care about the honour that comes from the one who alone is God. 

Jesus is politely telling the Jewish leadership that they are a mob of 

hypocrites, and he goes on to show that even Moses will accuse you. 

45 Yet it isn’t I who will accuse you before the Father. Moses will accuse 
you. Yes, Moses in whom you put your hopes. 

46 If you really believed Moses, you would believe me, because he wrote 
about me. 

47 But if you don't believe what he wrote (about me), how will you believe 
what I say? 

Jesus mentions elsewhere in the scriptures that if the scales were removed 

off their spiritual eyes, they would be able to see spiritual things. And if 

their spiritual ears were unblocked, then they would be able to hear spiritual 

things from heaven, but they are a stiff-necked people. 

So, after looking at this chapter, have you recognised Jesus for who he is 

~ or are you like the Jewish leaders going around with closed spiritual eyes, 

ears and minds? 


GO! MAKE! DISCIPLES! 


Jesus said: Therefore “go” and “make” disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. 

[Matt. 28:19-20] 

GOD’S PROMISES FULFILLED 

Throughout the Scriptures, the Word of God gives prophecies of things to 
come, and then gives the confirmation that these events have come to 
pass. 


a THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. 
The Promise: 
John the Baptist was prophesied to be born and to live the life of a 
Nazarite (Luke 1:15) as referred to in Numbers 6:2-3, and as 
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recorded in Malachi 3:1 - to prepare the people for the coming of the 
Lord. 

The Confirmation: 

His birth was confirmed to Zacharias, by the angel, who told him to 
call the boy “John”, and Zacharias was made dumb (because of his 
unbelief) until such time as the birth took place. He named the child 
John and then the dumbness left him. 

CHRIST SHALL BE BORN OF A VIRGIN. 

The Promise: 

In the Book of Isaiah Chapter 7, God gives us the promise: “Will you 
try the patience of my God also? Therefore the Lord Himself 
shall give you a sign: the virgin shall be with child and will 
give birth to a son and will call him Immanuel.” 

The Confirmation: 

In Luke’s Gospel, the birth of Jesus is foretold in Luke 1: 26-38, and 
in Luke chapter two, the birth of Jesus is confirmed by the Angels 
when they tell the good news to the shepherds. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT SHALL COME - AFTER THE RESURRECTION 
OF JESUS 

The Promise: 

In Joel Chapter 2, the promise of Christ is re-affirmed and in 2:27 it 
states : “ And ye shall know that I AM in the midst of Israel, 
and that I AM the Lord your God, and none else: and my people 
shall never be ashamed.” The next verse indicates a change in 
time has taken place. 

Verse 28-29 says: “ And it shall come to pass afterwards (this 
means after Jesus has been among the people of Israel) that 
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophecy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions. And also upon the servants 
and upon the handmaids in those days I pour out my spirit.” 
John the Baptist confirmed that the Lord would baptise with the Holy 
Ghost and with Fire. Matt 3:11 says: “I indeed baptise you with 
water unto repentance but He that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: he shall 
baptise you with the Holy Ghost and with Fire”. 

In Luke 3:16 it says: “ John answered and said unto them: I indeed 
baptise you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose; He shall 
baptise you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 

Jesus Christ confirmed that this would take place when He told His 
disciples that he would not leave them alone, that they were to wait 
in Jerusalem for the Promise from the Father - the Holy Spirit (the 
Comforter) (Luke 24:49) and Acts 1:4 and Acts 1:8. “But ye shall 
receive power after the Holy Spirit is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 


and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost parts of the earth”. 
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The Confirmation 

In chapter 2 of Acts, it is recorded that the 120 in the upper room 
received this promise in its completeness, by receiving the Holy 
Ghost and by the tongues of fire resting on each of them - a 
purifying fire. 

Because this event caused confusion among those of the public who 
heard them speaking in strange languages, Peter had to teach the 
people about the promises given by Joel, so that the multitudes could 
also increase their faith and their understanding and receive this 
same blessing of the promise. In Acts 2:38 he told them to: 

1. REPENT OF THEIR SINS 

2: BE BAPTISED IN WATER - BY IMMERSION 

3. RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

THREE THOUSAND PEOPLE BELIEVED AND WERE ADDED TO THE 
CHURCH THAT SAME DAY. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES GIFTS - AS HE WILLS! 

The Promise and the Fulfilment 

In 1 Cor. 12: 1-11, the gifts of the Holy Spirit are explained and it is 
clearly indicates who decides which gift is to be given to whom and 
for how long. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are given to individuals - 
chosen by God Himself - so that the Body of Christ can grow and 
become purified and holy. 

In 1 Cor. 13:8-10, it states that “Charity (Love) never fails; but 
whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it 
shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophecy in 


part. But when that which is perfect is come, then that which 


is in part, shall be done away.” 
e Why do the prophecies fail? Because we sometimes prophecy 


outside our levels of faith. 

e Why do the tongues cease? Because Paul commanded us to 
seek a better thing - that we all desire to prophecy, so that we can 
edify, exhort and comfort the Body of Christ. 

CONFIRMATION OF THE WORD IN THE SCRIPTURE 

In all the Scriptures, the Lord never leaves anything to our 

imagination. He is not a God of confusion, but a God of order, who 

also gives us a sound mind. In each of the situations I have 
mentioned above, and in fact throughout the whole Bible, the Lord 
always confirms His statements in more than one place. 

It is true that prophecy and tongues will cease - at some time after 

Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthians - but the question is when? 

For God to be consistent in His Word there must be a Scripture which 

clearly tells us when this shall happen. 

In fact Paul does not leave us guessing. Paul tells us that Prophecy 

and Tongues will cease when THAT WHICH IS PERFECT IS COME. 

When Jesus comes back to claim his betrothed, when all perfection is 

with us, we will not need to have prophecy or tongues, or Words of 
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Knowledge, because the Lord Himself will tell us what we need to 
hear, because we will have become part of His army. 

If people today claim that Prophecy and Tongues have already 
ceased, then it means that Jesus has already come back and 
that means - we have been left behind! 


FIVE POINTS OF EVANGELISM 
Isaiah 43:19 says: "Behold I will do something new among you; now it shall 
spring forth; will you not be aware of it: I will even make a roadway in the 
wilderness; rivers in the desert; I will do something new." 
The Lord wants to do something new and very exciting right here in the heart 
of you, yes, you! Right here in the seat where you are right now! 
As you continue to read these notes; as the Holy Spirit works in the heart of 
a reborn Christian, pumping new power and enthusiasm through them, so 
the Lord wants to do the same for you , the heart of your soul; so that your 
whole being can be reclaimed for Christ, out of the clutches of the evil one. 
2 Chronicles 7:14 says: "If my people; which are called by my name; shall 
humble themselves; and pray; and seek my face; and turn from their wicked 
ways; then I will hear from heaven: and will forgive their sins: and will heal 
their land". 
We are Gods' people. We are called "CHRISTIAN" - which means that “we 
belong to Christ”. This Scriptures from the Old Testament is just as important 
to us today, as it was to the nation of Israel. 
We are called to humble ourselves. To get down off our social and religious 
pedestals, and kneel before the Lord, to seek His face, to REPENT OF OUR 
SINS (both individually as Christians, and collectively as the whole Body of 
Christ) 
The five points of Evangelism are listed below. Without these things being set 
in motion, God cannot, and will not move amongst His people, because God 
cannot contradict His own Word. 
1. REPENT OF OUR SINS 
For too long, Christians have been trying to get into Heaven without 
fully opening their hearts completely to God, so that the blood of Jesus 
can cleanse them and make them whole. Jesus wants to change that 
today! 
2. BE YE HOLY AS I AM HOLY 
The Lord wants His church to be Holy, so that the effect of the church 
is felt in the homes, in the workplaces and in the streets. God wants 
the individual Christians to get Satan upset by being holy, just like 
Jesus did when He walked the earth. When this happens Satan and his 
territorial spirits are put on notice that this is the dwelling place of God's 
people and that Satan and his demons have to leave. 
3. RENEWAL IN THE CHURCH 
Before God can move in the streets, we have to let God move in all 
of the churches. 2. Chronicles 7:14 tells us: "to seek His face". 
Ephesians Chapter 6 tells us to put on the full armour of God. In both 
of these scriptures, God is talking to the Church — not to unbelievers! 
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In verse chapter 6, verse 18 it tells us: "PRAYING ALWAYS WITH 
ALL PRAYER AND SUPPLICATIONS IN THE SPIRIT, AND 
WATCHING THEREUNTO WITH ALL PERSEVERANCE AND 
SUPPLICATION FOR ALL THE SAINTS". 

We have to first start with prayers for all the saints. We first have to 
get the church back to full power, as in the days immediately after 
Pentecost, so that God can move with signs and wonder following. 

In the New Testament, the Lord tells us to get into a spiritual battle 
and pray, so that the saints are fully equipped for war against Satan in 
the spiritual realm. 

Before God can do anything mighty in the world, the church must get 
back into the right way of doing things, that is - according to His Word! 
[His way —- or NO WAY! ] 

Christians can only “PRAY IN THE SPIRIT”; if they have the Holy 
Spirit manifested and operating in their individual lives. 

If you don't have it (the Holy Spirit) working in your life, then you need 
to “Seek His face”, and ask the Lord to give you what is rightfully yours. 
Acts 2:38 says: - 

a) REPENT OF YOUR SINS 

b) BE BAPTIZED IN WATER 

Cc) AND YOU SHALL RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT 

These three things are all linked together in the same Scripture. You 
cannot have salvation, without receiving the Holy Spirit. If the Spirit 
of God is not manifested and working in your life, you are going around 
like a car with the handbrake permanently on - it restricts the power to 
the wheels and won't let you perform to your full potential. YOU NEED 
TO CHANGE THAT - STARTING RIGHT NOW - STARTING TODAY! 
REVIVAL IN THE CHURCH 

Church history clearly shows that church revival starts only when 
people, who desire to be closer to God and be used by Him, get down 
on their knees and pray. 

Jesus Himself charged us, each and every Christian with the 
responsibility to go out into the streets, the villages, and the cities and 
teach the people to become disciples, showing them how to live a life, 
like Jesus lived, as He walked the earth. 

Jesus also told us in Acts 1:8: THAT WE WOULD RECEIVE POWER; 
WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES UPON US; TO BE HIS 
WITNESSES: 

e Why do we need this power? 

e To be His witnesses! 

e Can we be His witnesses without this power? NO! 

Without His power operating in our lives, we are operating in the flesh. 
We are doomed to failure. The Scripture says that our bodies are the 
temple of the Holy Ghost. 

In Psalm 127:1, it says: Except the Lord builds the house, they 
labour in vain that build it, except the Lord keep the city; the 
watchman waketh but in vain". 
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The “church” of the world cannot do anything positive unless it follows 
God's laws and rules. 

God wants to put revival back into each and every church, which follows 
His Word, right across the nations. The challenge goes out to you 
today. Are you ready to accept that challenge? 

It has been reported in 1995 that over 65,000 people have responded 
to accept Jesus Christ in the UK, through the Christian publication 
called "FROM MINUS TO PLUS". God wants to do more than this in your 
country. 

HALLELUJAH! Get excited! Get ready! God wants to do it in each and 
every nation on earth - to use each and every one of you! 

God is waiting to release the Spirit of Revival across each nation. But 
it cannot happen unless the Church and the people in it are holy and 
acceptable vessels that the Lord can use. 

Please prayerfully consider what you have just read today. The success 
of God's plan, for this generation rests with you. 


THE CHURCH - A CHANGE IN DIRECTION 

Since the time of the Old Testament Prophets, God Almighty has been calling 
His people back to Himself, through the words, signs and deeds of His 
Prophets. 

We know from the Scriptures that the people of Israel were a "stiff necked 
people". They did not want to continually follow the Words of the Lord. 
Their attitude to the God who took them out of Egypt was that He was an 
army general, their understanding of God Almighty (Yahweh), was of a 
person who must be obeyed at all times, or suffer the consequences. 

This was only one of the Faces of God Almighty. They did not understand 
and recognize that He has many other faces. 

This is why their sacrifices and worship was not acceptable to Him, in some 
cases, because of their inward sins of the heart, and their disobedience, as 
a nation to follow the words of the prophets. 

John the Baptist came to the nation of Israel, with a new message. It focused 
on a new relationship with the God. 

John started to teach the people around him that each individual was as 
precious to God as the whole nation of Israel. 

Each individual's sins were an abomination before the Lord, just as much as 
those of the nation of Israel as a whole. 

It was preparing the Way for His coming onto the earth, in physical form, as 
Jesus Christ. 

When Jesus Christ was asked by His disciples about John the Baptist, He 
answered with these words: "What did you go out in the wilderness (desert) 
to see? A reed blowing in the wind? "What did you go out to see then? A 
man clothed in soft garments? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in 
the house of kings. (Tell me) what did you (really) go out to see? A Prophet? 
Yes, I tell you and one (out of the ordinary, an extra ordinary prophet) more 


eminent, more remarkable and superior to any other prophet before him.. 
This is one of whom it is written. Behold I send My messenger (Elias) on 
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ahead of You, who shall make ready your Way before You. Truly I tell you, 
among those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the 
Baptist, yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he." 
We have learnt to weigh heavily on the Words of our Lord in the Scriptures. 
But sometimes we fail to understand (or miss) the significance of some of 
the words He spoke to His disciples, or to the crowds round about Him. 

If I asked you, as a congregation, to identify the most important prophet of 
the Old Testament times, I am sure that I would receive many names of 
mighty prophets. They would probably include: Abraham, Moses, Noah, 
Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah, David, just to name of few of them. 

I would be very surprised if anyone would offer up the name of John the 
Baptist, as the most important prophet of the Old Testament. 

But indeed he is. Why do I say this? Because in the eyes of God, he was the 
most important; and Jesus Christ confirmed it in His own words. 

If we look at the other prophets I have named, we can identify special things 
that they did, from the Scriptures under obedience to the Lord. 

For instance Abraham; he left his house freely under the commandment of 
the Lord, to go to a place that the Lord had chosen. His obedience was judged 
as righteousness. 

Moses; was chosen by God in the desert, to go back into Egypt, to free the 
Jewish people, at the end of the 400 years of slavery, as promised in the 
prophecy to Joseph. 

Noah; cried out to God about the sin of the people and why God would not 
listen to him. God protected Noah for his righteousness’ sake and destroyed 
the whole of creation which was in sin and started afresh. 

Elijah; commanded the skies to cease sending rain and for three and a half 
years, and there was no rain upon the earth. 

Elisha; prayed to the Lord to save the Shunamite woman's son and he was 
revived and went on living for many years. 

David; prayed for the salvation of the Jews and from his seed came the 
Branch - the root of Jesse, which was Jesus Christ the Lord. 

So you say, we know all of these things. What is so special about them? 
Each one of these special stories, have been recorded under the power of 
the Holy Spirit by the writers of the Scriptures, over many centuries. 

But we don't have one record of any miracles, or predictions that John the 
Baptist made, which would make him more special, in the eyes of God, than 
all of the prophets mentioned above; nor do we? 

If Jesus Christ considers he is very special, then we should examine his life, 
and his teachings very closely, because Jesus built upon them, as John came 
to prepare the way for Christ. 

As a builder constructs a house upon solid foundations, so Jesus Christ 
presented His teachings, upon the foundations prepared by John the Baptist. 
So what were these teachings and how have we missed them so easily in 
the past? 

John the Baptist came to change an individual’s heart and attitude towards 
God. Prior to this, the prophets had been directing their attention at the 
"Nation of Israel" as a whole. 
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[If the nation turned away from its sinful nature, then God would bless the 
nation], etc., etc. 

But now, John the Baptist was identifying sin, on a personal level. EACH 
PERSON WAS NOW ACCOUNTABLE FOR THEIR INDIVIDUAL SINS. 
This was something new. More so was the teaching that each individual had 
to individually repent of their sins, and then - as proof of their repentance, 
they were to bear fruit_worthy of repentance. 

No longer was God Almighty a collective being, associated with the collective 
nation of Israel. John the Baptist made people aware that they were 
individually accountable to God Almighty for their sins, and that they, as 
individuals, could be punished for them. 

John brought people to a point where they were made consciously aware of 
their sins and the penalty for them being death. 

John also prepared the people for the coming of the Messiah, through, who 
by grace, (by a free gift from God the Father), we may be saved, that is 
through His death on the cross, His victory over death, and His resurrection 
to everlasting life, as the first fruits of the resurrection. 

John prophesied that he baptized with water, but that Jesus would baptise 
with the HOLY SPIRIT & WITH FIRE. 

Now many books have been written about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
and what an impact it has on the life of every Christian; but what about the 
BAPTISM OF FIRE? WHAT IS IT? WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 

If John was the greatest of all the prophets, and we have seen the evidence 
of people being baptized with the Holy Spirit, when can we expect the 
BAPTISM OF FIRE TO COMMENCE? 

Has it happened already? What will happen to those people who are affected 
by it? 

When a storm is in the area where I live in Australia, it is quite common for 
lightning to strike a tree and set the surrounding bush on fire. 

The fire races through the forest, burning everything in its path, without fear 
or favour, everything gets burned. 

Shortly after, maybe one or two weeks later, the forest will start to sprout 
new growth from among the trees which had previously been consumed in 
the fire. BUT NOT ALL THE TREES WILL START TO BLOOM AGAIN. SOME 
WILL BE DEAD FOR EVER. 

When you go into a jeweller's shop he has a small fire in which he melts the 
copper, the tin and mixes them together to make a new metal - (Brass). He 
also uses fire to purify the silver and gold, to take all the impurities out of it. 
Only when the impurities are removed can he then start to make the 
wonderful pieces of jewellery worn by many women today. 

THE BAPTISM OF FIRE, THAT JOHN THE BAPTIST WAS TALKING ABOUT - IS 
THE SAME IN FUNCTION. 

As the Holy Spirit has come and has spread across the world, causing revival 
in old churches, creation of and salvation in new churches, making the people 
take the church, out of its ivory towers, and back into the streets, just like 
in the first century churches, so a major change is about to occur, when the 
BAPTISM OF FIRE COMES. 


62 


It is the responsibility of pastors around the world today, to identify what 
the BAPTISM OF FIRE is, what is its function, and to start to prepare the 
church for its coming. 

Jesus did not send the Holy Spirit to the disciples un-announced. He 
commanded them to wait in Jerusalem, until the "promise from the Father 
shall arrive". 

Because of their obedience to His words, the Holy Spirit came down upon 
them. 

The BAPTISM OF FIRE will come! It may come like the bolt of lightning, or it 
might come in some other way, that is not clear to me. But in faith I know 
that God will honour His word and send the fire down upon us. 

The fire shall consume both the believer and non-believer alike. 
Everyone in its path shall be affected. 

For the believer, it shall be a refining fire, a cleansing of all sins, those special 
sins which have been secretly hidden away from the eyes of the family, the 
eyes of the other church members, but not hidden away from the eyes of 
the Lord. 

The fire of the Lord could also be a series of testing’s, and trials, to put your 
faith to the test, to make you rely completely upon the Lord, instead of upon 
your pastor, your financial stability, your family or your intellectual abilities. 
This shall be necessary, so that the Lord can start and finish the task of 
preparing His bride for the wedding feast. 

Hebrews 6:1-3 says that we should press on to the finish, to become like 
Christ, but only if God shall permit. 

Like the trees after the fire, new shoots spring forth from among the ashes, 
(if God permits them to continue living) so shall the individual Christians 
spring forth with new levels of faith. 

This is essential for us to reach the same level of understanding, the same 
level of faith and complete unity in the Body of Christ, all things which are 
stated further along in Hebrews chapter 6. 

This may not happen in our lifetime, but it will never happen if Christians 
don't commence to claim this Scripture as a promise of God for the Body of 
Christ. 

I am sure many people are afraid of the baptism of Fire because it shall 
finally make them make a stand for Christ. All the unnecessary parts of the 
Flesh Body, shall be stripped away, and leaving a purified physical and 
Spiritual body. 

This is all necessary before the promise of the Lord's Prayer can be fulfilled. 


--- "Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it [already is] in 
Heaven. 


GOD’S LIKES RIGHTEOUS PEOPLE 

The Scriptures show us in many places that Jesus loved and respected 

righteous people and poured out the blessings of Heaven upon them. 

ae Abram was obedient to God’s calling on his life and God judged his 
faith as righteousness and promised that all the nations of the 
earth would be blessed as a result of him. 
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2s Noah cried out to the people, to repent from their wicked ways and 
Jesus found him to be worthy of salvation, both him his wife, 
his three sons and their wives. 
In the New Testament there are also several cases where Jesus recognised 
the righteous man and rewarded him for it. Let us look at just a few of them 
this morning and see if we can learn from their experiences. 
In Matt. 8:5-9, it says: When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came 
to him asking for help. “Lord” he said, “my servant lies at home paralysed, 
and in terrible suffering”. Jesus said to him, “I will go and heal him.” 
The centurion replied. “Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof, but say the word and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a 
man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one “GO” and he 
goes; and that one “COME” and he comes. I say to my servant do this! and 
he does it. 
Jesus went on to explain that he had not seen faith like this in any person 
who belonged to the nation of Israel. 
Here was an outsider, a gentile, who was clearly professing his faith in Jesus 
Christ and in the belief that Jesus could heal his servant. 
Jesus went on to explain that there would be many who would sit in Heaven 
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, but also there would be many who thought 
they belonged to the selected nation, who would not be accepted in the last 
days, because their faith and righteousness were not acceptable to 
Him. 
In Acts Chapter 10, we see another centurion, another gentile get God’s 
attention because of his righteousness. 
“At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was 
known as the Italian Regiment. He and all his family were devout and God 
fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly. 
One day at about three in the afternoon, he had a vision. He distinctly saw 
an angel of God, who came to him and said. “Cornelius!” Cornelius stared 
at him in fear. “What is it Lord?” 
The angel answered: “Your prayers and gifts have come up as a memorial 
offering before God. Now send men to Joppa to bring back Simon, who is 
called Peter. He is staying in the house of Simon, the tanner, whose house 
is by the sea.” 
Now we know that Simon Peter came to the house, as a result of the 
obedience of Cornelius to send the men to Joppa, as instructed by the Angel 
of the Lord. 
As a result all the people assembled in his house heard the Word of God, 
the revelation of Jesus Christ and each of them were filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 
Peter even said to the men who accompanied him, that all the people in 
the house should be baptised, because the Lord has also put the Holy Spirit 
upon their heads, just the same as it happened to the Jews in Jerusalem. 
What we can see from these incidents recounted in the Scriptures, is that 
righteous people get God’s attention, and God honours their righteousness. 
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In James chapter 5:16 it says: “Therefore confess your sins to each 
other, and pray for each other, so that you may be healed. THE PRAYER 
OF A RIGHTEOUS MAN IS POWERFUL AND EFFECTIVE.” 

I am sure that all of us want our prayers to be powerful and effective, so 
that they are answered by God. If we didn’t, it would be a waste of time 
praying at all. 


—> The Scripture says in Hebrews 2:11 that:- “Jesus is not ashamed to 
call us brothers.” and we should rejoice and shout it from the 
rooftops. 


—> The Scripture says in Romans 1:16 that: “I am not ashamed of the 
Gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone 
who believes; first for the Jews and then for the Gentiles.” 


— Today, we need to be righteous people who get God's attention, 
because we are not ashamed of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and we 
are seen to be living proof of its teachings. 


— Today, we need to be people who are recognised and respected, 
because of our lifestyles, and by our righteousness and faith in God 
Almighty. 


—> Today, we need to be a people who are able to experience that same 
feeling of joy and trust that the early disciples experienced, when 
they walked side by side with Jesus. 


—=> Today, in this generation, we need to be seen as a “peculiar people”, 
a group of people who do not confirm to the issues and doctrines of 
this world - a people who live out their lives in the society, helping 
one another, whether they be Christians or not, because we love 
them with a special kind of love the world does not know or 
understand. 


—= If you don’t feel like that today, then it is clear from the Scriptures, 
that you are not living a righteous life - in God’s eyes (not mine). 

You need to do some soul searching and confess your wrongdoings before 
the throne room of grace, knowing that Jesus loves us, for while we are yet 
still sinners and that by His blood we can be washed completely clean of all 
unrighteousness, and be brought into a renewed and wonderful relationship 
with Jesus Christ. 

As we close this session today I would encourage every one of us 
to examine our hearts carefully, and unlock all the secret 
compartments of hurt and shame and to lay our whole life before 
Jesus Christ for His examination. Only then, can He deal with our 
individual problems and make us one of His beloved righteous ones, 
whom He is not ashamed to call His brother or sister. 
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GOD’S RIGHTEOUS ONES 

I give thanks to God, that we live in this country, and that we can come 
together and have a meeting like this, to praise and worship our God, 
without fear of persecution. 

As some of you people know, my wife and myself have been missionaries 
overseas, in mainly Islamic countries for the last 35 years, and it is not 
always this easy to worship the Lord and to have fellowship together. 

The Lord has blessed Rani and me, with the privilege of allowing us to see 
His Holy Spirit in action, as He has fulfilled His word in Isaiah 55:11, as we 
have preached His Word and shared His love among more than 40 nations 
of the world. 

Isaiah 55:11 says: “So is my Word that goes out from my mouth; It 
will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire, and 
achieve the purpose for which I sent it”. 

We give thanks to God, that we have had the privilege in seeing more than 
15,000 people, come to the front of meetings and church services 
throughout the world, to accept Jesus Christ as their Saviour and publicly 
declare that they want to change their present life style and follow Him. 
Now, we are seeing their children and their grandchildren being actively 
involved in churches in Africa, Asia and the Middle East. In 2016, more than 
10,000 Muslims gave their hearts to Christ in one night in Hyderabad, 
Pakistan. Since then more than 240,000 Muslims have made decisions for 
Jesus Christ in Pakistan, and the Bile Society are printing 300,000 Bibles in 
the local language to cover the need for more bibles. 

When we were there last year there was a noticeable change in the spiritual 
atmosphere of the nation; so much so that the Prime Minister was told by 
the Supreme Court to stand down from his office and answer charges of 
corruption. Righteousness is starting to be seen in this nation which for 70 
years has been shrouded in the darkness of Islam. This is a time of rejoicing 
HALLELUJAH! 

What happens next brings great sadness to my heart, and we have been 
praying consistently, for this situation to change, in the Body of Christ 
today. 

God’s Word tells us that we are all part of the one Body, with Jesus Christ 
being the Head of the Body and we being the other parts, all functioning 
together in unity, to achieve God’s plan of salvation here on earth, for all 
races, nations, tribes and tongues. 

If we look around us today, that Body clearly exists of many parts. There 
are Methodist parts, Presbyterian parts, Pentecostal parts, Catholic parts, 
etc. In fact in this city alone, I believe there are more than 40 different 
denominations proclaiming Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 

When we look closely at these individual parts, we unfortunately find that 
many of them are not connected together - they don’t function as a 
complete body, but as individual parts, each doing their own individual 
thing(s) - some with God’s direction; going God’s way, others with man’s 
direction, going different ways. 
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Unfortunately, this is not according to God’s Word, so God cannot bless a 
Corporate Body which is not following His own commandments: “To love 
one another, as Christ has loved us”. 

e The world outside this room is crying out for a solution to its problems. 

e We all know that Jesus Christ is the answer to their problems. 

But the world will not be saved, and the Church as a whole, will not be 

blessed, if we, the Body of Christ, are not able to reconcile and put aside 

our petty differences, distrusts, jealousies, and hatreds for each other, 
within the Body of Christ; become united into one God Almighty, one Jesus 

Christ, one Holy Spirit, and one loving body of believers - all working 

together, to lift the name of Jesus Christ higher than any other name in this 

city and this nation. 

The Scriptures tell us that we are set apart -- that we are separated -- 

that we are a “peculiar people”. 

We are supposed to exhibit that special quality of Agape Love, which is 

able to cover all types of sin and hurts and love each other without pre- 

conditions. 

I challenge each of you here tonight, to ask yourself these simple 

questions: - 

e Does the world outside this room see me as a “peculiar person”? 

e Dol possess this special kind of love, which allows me to do the following 
things, without any reservations? 

e As I look around this room, am I honestly able to say that I love each 
and every person who is here? 

e Can I honestly say that I love the person who is lying in the gutter down 
the main street, who has had just a little too much to drink, or is affected 
by drugs? 

e Would I offer him help - or would I pass over to the other side of the 
street and go on about my business, pretending that the person just isn’t 
there? 

e Can I honestly say that I love the stranger who comes to my door, asking 
for a handout, or to buy raffle tickets? 

e Can I honestly say that I love the policeman, who stops me and tells me 
that I have been speeding, or driving incorrectly, and he will have to 
charge me and that I have to pay a fine of several hundred dollars? 

e Can I honestly say that I love each of these people? 

If you and I cannot honestly say “yes” to each of these questions, then 

brothers and sisters, we have a problem! 

Jesus spoke these words, as recorded in John 8:12. When Jesus spoke 

again to the people, He said. “I am the light of the world, whoever 

follows me, will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of 

Life”. 

Jesus said: If you follow Him you will walk in the Light, as He is in the Light 

and you won't walk in darkness. Jesus also told us that if we Love Him, we 

will obey His commandments. 

Jesus told us in Mt. 5:43-44: “You have heard that it was said: “love 

your neighbours and hate your enemies.” But I tell you: Love your 
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enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be 
sons of your Father in Heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the 
unrighteous. If you love those who love you, what reward will you 
get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? And if you greet 
only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not 
even the pagans (the unbelievers) do that? BE PERFECT, 
THEREFORE AS YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER IS PERFECT!” 

Jesus has made it perfectly clear. If we want to be his true followers, then 
we must have this capacity to love each other, without reservations or 
pre-conditions. 

Apostle Paul writes, under the anointing and power of the Holy Spirit, these 
words in Romans 13:8: “Let no debt remain outstanding, except the 
continuing debt, to love one another, for he who loves his 
fellowman has fulfilled the law.” 

Paul tells us that we have to love our fellowman - not some of them - but 
all of them - if we are to fulfil the law of Jesus Christ. 

Until we all learn this simple truth, Jesus Christ cannot bless the corporate 
Body of Christ and cause mighty things to happen in our midst. 

If we remember the incident at Pentecost, we will remember that the 120 
people in the upper room were all together, unified in direction, unified in 
purpose, unified in obedience, to the instruction of the Lord, to wait in 
Jerusalem for the promise to come. 

As aresult, the Lord poured out His promised Holy Spirit and Holy Fire upon 
them and the world has never been the same since. 

We have to get back to this simple truth of God’s Word. 

We have to pray for unity of direction in the Body of Christ. 

We have to pray for unity in obedience to His word, so that the Lord can 
move in a mighty way through us as individuals, and collectively as the 
moulded, jointed, knitted together parts of the Body of Christ. 

This action has to start with each individual person who is here 
tonight and spread throughout all of this city and this nation. 

Each of us has to truthfully say, before Jesus Christ, that we love our family 
members -without reservations - without preconditions. 

We have to able to say that we love each and every brother and sister in 
our own individual church, again without reservations, or preconditions. 
We have to be able to say that we love every person who claims Jesus 
Christ as their personal saviour, irrespective of which church they attend, 
because they are part of the Corporate Body of Christ, and Jesus Christ has 
commanded us to love them - without reservations - without preconditions. 
Let us start by making this commitment right now, as we go into a time of 
prayer. Let us pray for forgiveness, because we have failed to follow 100 
percent, the commandments of Jesus Christ. 

Let us ask the Lord to give us through His Holy Spirit, the Agape Love, 
which allows us to love all out family members, our church brothers and 
sisters and the unbelievers out in the streets. 
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Let us come show the Lord that we means this, by taking the hand of the 
person next to you, as we come together in prayer. 

Dear Heavenly Father, we thank you for your Son, Jesus Christ and for His 
sacrifice on the Cross for us. We thank you that while we were still sinners, 
Jesus Christ loved us and died for us. Lord, we humbly beg you to forgive 
us for all our unrighteousness, and our inability to love our neighbours, as 
you loved us. Teach us your ways, oh God. Brings us closer to you and help 
us become more obedient to your word and your calling on our individual 
and collective lives as part of the Body of Christ. Cleanse us and makes us 
strong. Give us the vision of becoming a unified Body of Christ, to allow 
you to move mightily in this city, in every church, in every school, in every 
shop, in every home, in fact in every life in this city. Give us the courage 
to declare - In Jesus’ name - that Satan no longer has a strangle hold on 
this city. Let us unite right now and declare - In Jesus’ name, to the 
principalities and powers - that we break Satan’s hold on this city, we break 
you hold and influence on the people of this city, and we command that 
you leave this city and not return, because this city belongs to Jesus Christ. 
We claim the blood covering of Jesus Christ over this city, its occupants and 
every visitor who come here. Lord we pray that you now start to pour out 
your covenant blessings upon each and every believer in this city, upon 
each and every Elder, Priest and Pastor in this city, and that their leadership 
be anointed with a fresh anointing of your Holy Spirit. Show them, 
individually and collectively, what is the particular purpose for Coffs 
Harbour, in your redemptive plan for this nation? Let them see that you 
want this city to become a Lighthouse to this coast and to this nation. Let 
them understand that the Southern Cross, which shines above us in the 
land down-under, is your sign of your Cross in the South Pacific and that 
we are to take it to the nations of the earth, to make them right side up for 
God. Lord put your power and thunder down under! Let the angels rejoice 
tonight, as we recommit our lives to you and your Kingdom and to your 
calling on our lives. Let there be tears of reconciliation and tears of joy 
as we move onto glory. Let your Holy Spirit fall, oh God. Let your Holy Fire 
fall and do a refining work in us right now. Let our praises ring out in your 
temples right across this city. We give you glory, oh God. We give you 
thanks and we ask this be done to bring glory and honour to Jesus Christ 
and for His Kingdom on this earth, forever and ever. 

AMEN. 


THE WOMAN AT THE WELL 

Today, I wish to challenge you on the same theme of learning from the 
Scriptures, by understanding some of the traditions of the land and culture 
at the time that the Word was written - in fact to see the Scriptures through 
the eyes and ears of the writer. There have been many teachings about this 
series of Scriptures, by many learned people over the last 1900 years. 

In each case, the pastor, or bible teacher, always seems to be able to reveal 
some previously hidden new truth to the congregation. This is a good thing, 
because it proves that the Bible is not a dead book, but it is alive, and that 
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God Almighty, through the Holy Spirit, opens up different levels and depths 
of understanding of His Holy Word, depending upon the levels of their faith, 
especially to the people who trust in Him completely and follow His 
commandments. 

For the people in Western society today, this story has been told with many 
different twists to it. Unfortunately, some of them I feel, are incorrect 
teachings, due to the lack of understanding of the eastern cultures of that 
time in history. 

To really understand the significance of this story, we must know the history, 
and culture of the area, just like the people of Israel did, at the time of Jesus 
Christ, otherwise some of the important points can easily be missed. 

For example: When Isaiah prophesied (many generations before Jesus was 
born) that Jesus would be taken out and “hung by a tree” he was in fact 
identifying a new form of torture, because at the time of Isaiah, the death 
sentence was not carried out in this way. This horrific torture was 
introduced by the Romans into Israel. 

In a similar manner, we can learn a lot about the encounter between Jesus 
and the “women at the well”, recorded in John Chapter 4, if we know the 
Scriptures, the political and cultural situations of that period. 

Hostility between the Jews and the Samaritans had been long and intense 
and it started way back - at the time just after the death of King Solomon - 
some 700 years before the time of Christ. 

King Solomon turned from God's path, by marrying into many foreign tribes 
and cultures, and he allowed his wives to build temples within Israel to 
worship their own god's (little “g”). 

He caused, (by his own example) the people of the nation of Israel, to be 
lead away from the rules of obedience from following God Almighty. 
Because of the actions of the king, the Lord became angry with Israel and 
said he would destroy it. But because of the promise He made to David, a 
small remnant was to be left. Thus the twelve tribes, which were cemented 
into a nation under the Kingship of David, split up. The majority favouring 
the free and idolatrous life, given by the example of King Solomon - anda 
few, who were righteous in their hearts, who decided to follow after the ways 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, that is, to follow after the path that the Lord 
had revealed to the nation through its prophets. 

The ten northern tribes, seceded from the nation of Israel, and its capital city 
of Jerusalem, and formed themselves around a new capital city, which they 
called Samaria. 

In biblical writings, these ten tribes are usually referred to as ISRAEL whilst 
the two remaining southern tribes were referred to as JUDAH. 

Thus Jesus Christ is known as "the Lion of Judah", because he came from the 
righteous line of the tribes of the nation of Israel. 

In 722 BC the Assyrian army laid siege to Samaria and captured the city. The 
remainder of the ten tribes, still living in the city were captured, and deported 
enmasse away to another place, into captivity. They were replaced by near 
eastern captives, from previous battles of the Assyrians, mostly Gentiles and 
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polytheists, (which were people who believed in more than one God). The 
planted captive peoples adopted the religion of the captive country. 

By the time of the New Testament, some 700 years later, they believed in, 
and worshipped Yahweh, and acknowledged Moses as the supreme apostle 
of God. 

They accepted the Torah - which are the first 5 books of the Bible (Genesis - 
Deuteronomy) as canonical (sacred) Scriptures. They recognized Mt. Gerizim 
(not Mt. Zion) as the chosen place of God, as mentioned in the Scripture in 
Deut. 14:23. 

They believed in and expected the Messiah to come. They believed in and 
expected a final day of judgement. 

So when you compare them to their southern brothers, their beliefs were 
very close, just like Protestants, Pentecostals, Evangelicals and Catholics 
today. 

And just like today, we seem to fight with our brothers over some 
small issues of doctrine, instead of combining our forces and fighting 
against the real evil of our common enemy - Satan. 

To make matters even worse, by the time the Romans arrived on the scene 
in Israel orthodox Jews occupied the areas, both to the north and to the south 
of Samaria. 

The Samaritans were looked down upon by the orthodox Jews. Their feelings 
of hatred was so intense against the Samaritans, that they would rather 
travel twice the distance, by going around this area, than to take the short- 
cut, which saved them 25-30 Kms, which was more than a days' journey in 
those days. 

On the other hand, the Samaritans were not a hospitable people either. They 
treasured the famous well of Jacob, the direct descendant of Abraham, but 
left no container at the well, to allow travellers to have a drink, if they needed 
one. They believed that the water from this well was sacred and for their use 
only. 

The orthodox Jews would not have used the container if it had been left there 
by the Samaritans anyway, because they believed that if they drank from a 
jar which had previously been used by one of the Samaritans, they would be 
defiled and would not be able to go to the synagogue, without first following 
the laws of purification. 

So now you understand the situation of both sides, at the time that Jesus 
Christ started out on his journey. Both sides needed to be taught a lesson! 
In John 4:4 it reads that: “Jesus must go through Samaria”. Now Jesus 
is the Son of God, He does not have to do anything - except the will of the 
Father who sent Him! Therefore, Jesus is an on an assignment from the 
Father - that is why he “has to go to Samaria”. 

There were two distinct routes he could take. The most common one for so 
called “righteous Jews" was via the Jordan Valley, which bypassed the area 
of the Samaritans. 

As explained above, the orthodox Jews did not like the Samaritans’ attitudes, 
or their brand of religion and they did not want to associate with them in any 
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form or fashion. They did not even trade with them, if they could avoid doing 
so. 

For Jesus to decide that He must go through Samaria must have been of 
concern to His disciples, and it is possible that certain of His disciples may 
have raised a question about their proposed route and their safety. 

We don’t know if they did, or what was Jesus’ reply, but go through Samaria 
He did, because he had a special purpose to reveal Himself and His identity 
to the Samaritan people, who lived near the well of Joseph. 

There was a divine reason for Him to go this path. He was a righteous Jew. 
His disciples would automatically expect that he take the path around 
Samaria, like all other orthodox Jews. 

When Jesus had laid hands on his disciples and sent them out previously, he 
had told them only to go to their own people, not to go to the Samaritans, or 
to the Gentiles. 

But here now was Jesus, taking the short-cut across Samaria, to get back to 
Galilee. I am sure that the disciples must have been a little puzzled by this 
decision, but they were too shy to ask Jesus directly why He was going this 
way. 

Jesus arrived at the well, which was on the ground deeded to Joseph by 
Jacob - a very historic place for this encounter to take place. It says that 
Jesus got tired - (just like us after a long walk in the hot sun) and He sits 
down near the well alone - for He has sent his disciples off into the village 
to find food. He has walked many miles, he is tired, hungry and thirsty, but 
there is no vessel in which to collect the water from the bottom of the 100 
foot well. 

The well is situated in a field which Jacob purchased near Shechem (Gen: 
33:18-19). It was in this field that the bones of Jacob were finally laid to rest, 
as recounted in Joshua 24.32. Jacob's well is still there today! 

Jesus - like us, gets tired, hungry and thirsty, but there is no utensil at the 
well to get any water. Jesus Christ now has two choices open to him: 

Choice 1. 

We have seen that He was able to change the water into wine. We have seen 
that He was able to calm the seas. All He has to do is order the water to come 
up out of the well and calm His thirst. 

If he had given such and order, the water would have obeyed, because it was 
the Word issued forth in the beginning, that created the universe, and all 
matter in the universe must obey the Word of God. But would that use of 
God's power given glory to His Father in Heaven? NO! 

Whenever Jesus Christ used HiS power on earth, it was ALWAYS FOR 
SOMEONE ELSE'S BENEFIT, NOT HIS OWN. Therefore the misuse of God's 
power was not an acceptable option open to Him. 

"Though He was in the form of God, He humbled Himself to become a man 
like you and me." Phil 2:6-8) 

Jesus needed the woman to come to the well, so that He could show, by His 
own actions, what we need to do sometimes, that is, let someone else do for 
us, what we know we could do for ourselves, so that they can receive God's 
blessings. 


Fa 


So Jesus Christ had to become a humble person and waited for someone to 
come to the well whom had a container to get the water from deep down 
inside the well. ‘It is very easy for us to be proud and to give to others. But 
it really hurts our pride when we have to be dependent upon other, to receive 
from them. 

Choice 2. 

The Scripture says: It is better to “Give” than to “Receive”. Also it says, God 
will bless a cheerful giver. Consider this in the light of the sentence from the 
Lord's prayer: "Give us this day, our daily bread". We have to learn to be a 
receiver of someone else's giving. 

The most important aspect of this story is that the giving was in response to 
a direct commandment from the Lord. We have to be always sensitive to the 
Holy Spirit, so that we are able to:- 


° hear the commandments from the Lord; 
e respond immediately to that command; 
e know that the Lord will honour His word, and that blessings will follow 


those who are obedient to His commandments. 


—> REMEMBER OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE. 
We have to learn also to receive gifts that the Lord has commanded 
other to give, TO US, so that they can receive their rightful blessings. 
For example: A pastor is not supposed to receive a salary from his 
congregation - like any other professional worker. He is, like the Levites 
of old, dependent upon the congregation and their tithes for his daily 
bread. 
The tithes and offerings given by the church are to be available for the 
pastor to use. He may not use all of it, but the amount decided between 
the elders and the pastor should never make the difference between 
whether he accepts the job or not. 
An ordained pastor works is as God's own servant. God is responsible for 
providing for him. The more obedient he is to his calling, the more the Lord 
shall bless him. (Read Luke 6:38 and John 10:11-13) Jesus was practising 
what He had been preaching to His disciples when he sent them out to 
witness. 
"Take nothing with you for your journey, neither staves, or script, neither 
bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece. And whatsoever house 
ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart. And whosoever will not receive 
you, when you go out of that city, shake off the very dust from your feet as 
a testimony against them" (Luke 9:3-6) 
God was about to bless a giver, the person who came to the well, if she gave 
Jesus water when He asked her for it. ("for whosoever shall give you a cup 


of water to drink in my name, because you belong to Christ, verily I say unto 
you, he shall not lose his reward (here on earth, as well as in Heaven). (Mark 
9:41) 

In the eastern cultures, it is a common site very early in the morning, 
between 6-9 am, to see the man of the house taking his cattle or goats out 
to the fields, or going to tend to the crops. 
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At the same time, the women go out in the cool of the morning to the wells, 
to gather water for the rest of the day. There they gossip and pass news from 
one family to another, in a time of joyful sharing. Sometimes they sing folk 
songs, or songs of praise, in thanks to God for the well and the water, as they 
labour in pulling up the rope with the buckets containing 4-5 litres of water 
each time. 

Each family may need up to 40 litres of water per day, which they balance in 
two pottery containers on their heads as they go back to the village. Thus in 
some households the women have to make several trips. So it would be 
uncommon for a lady to be at the well at the middle of the day. There had 
to be a specific reason for this, so let us now examine the Scripture closely 
to find out the “Divine” reason — not “man’s reason”. 

The time is about midday (the Jewish sixth hour). A woman comes to the 
well, carrying her crockery water pots, to draw water and take it back to 
the house in which she was living. 

Some pastors say that the woman who came to the well, had an incurable 
disease, like Leprosy. Therefore she was an outcast, and that is why she 
came to the well in the middle of the day. 

If this was the case, she would not have been allowed to even use the well 
to get water, because the Samaritans would have considered the water was 
polluted if she used it, if the woman indeed had leprosy. 

Secondly if the woman has leprosy, the Lord would have healed her of her 
disease and she would have gone back into the village praising the Lord for 
her healing, a very different story than the one she eventually used. 

Other pastors say that the woman was a prostitute, and that is why she came 
to the well in the middle of the day, because she was up late entertaining her 
clients, and did not get up early enough to come to the well, at the usual time 
with the other women. 

If this was the case, she would not have been allowed to even use the well 
to get water, because the Samaritans would have considered the water was 
polluted if she used it, if the woman was a prostitute, she would have been 
considered a sinner, an outcast, and not allowed to use the water from 
Jacob's well. 

If she had been a prostitute, then Jesus would have told her that her sins 
were forgiven, and to go away and sin no more. 

But Jesus did none of these things! 


What He did do, crossed across all accepted customs of the times. It was to 
become a lesson for the whole nation. 


At that time, it was forbidden for a Jewish Rabbi to speak to a woman in 
public. This was later proved by the surprise on the faces of his disciples, 
when they returned and saw Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman, a 
complete stranger. (Read verse 27) 

Because of the belief of being made unclean, if an orthodox Jew shared the 
same water container as a gentile, or a Samaritan, to ask her for a drink of 
water was the second custom broken. 

Jesus looks carefully at the Samaritan woman. He is looking deep down into 
her spirit. 
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a. He disregards her tiredness. 

b. He disregards the heat of the day and the physical exertion required to 
draw the water from 100 feet below. 

c. He also disregards the fact that she is a total stranger and that she is a 
hated Samaritan. 

d. Jesus commands her to give him a drink of water! 

The custom of that time does not allow for a strange man to speak to a 

woman in public. To do so brings shame and humiliation upon the woman, 

and she who would run back to the menfolk of her own family and tell them 

what happened. They immediately would require an apology from the 

offending man in question. If they did not get the apology, the man would be 

severely beaten, in some cases even killed. 

Only 2 types of women would answer a strange man in public: 

1. a prostitute; 

2. Or a prophetess. 

We have already ruled out the first of these two, (the prostitute), so let us 

examine the possibility of the second. (A prophetess) 

(John 4:9) The Samaritan woman replies to the command of Jesus. "How is 

it that thou, being a Jew asks a drink from me, which am a woman of 

Samaria? (YOU KNOW THAT) the Jews have no dealings with the 

Samaritans". 

Her response ignores that he “commanded” her to give him a drink of water; 

instead she replaces the word “command” with a milder, more acceptable 

word “request”. 

At this moment she is not ready to accept that Jesus is indeed a prophet. The 

Samaritan woman is standing (unawares) before the Lord of Glory. But she, 

in her own flesh and understanding, is changing the command of Jesus into 

a request. We are often guilty of the same sort of things. Changing the 

commandments of the Lord into small requests. 

Jesus could have revealed His identity to her immediately. He could have 

said "I am the Son of God, the one you have been waiting for". But Jesus 

likes people to learn things for themselves. He is never forceful! 

She has encountered a prophet (Jesus Christ) unawares. The way she asks 

her question to Jesus reveals that she is a prophetess among her own people. 

Jesus now wants to start to stir up her faith. He wants to let her recognize 

Him for who He really is. (Verse 10) [Amplified version] 

"If you only knew what a wonderful gift God has for you, and who I AM, you 

would ask me for some living water. 

Again Jesus could have revealed who He was, but again the woman misses 

the point of what He said, or is not yet ready to believe her good fortune. 

So the woman continues to question Him in the ways of a prophet. Notice 

she is not ashamed, to be talking to this complete stranger, she is in fact 

setting up a deeply religious dialogue with Him. 

"But you don't have a rope or a bucket, and this is a very deep well. Where 

would you get this living water? Besides, are you greater than our ancestor 

Jacob? How can you offer better water than this which he and his sons and 

their cattle enjoyed?" 
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She recognizes that Jesus was indeed talking in parables, as do many 
prophets, but still see could not believe what He was saying to her. 


"If you knew the gift of God ...... Jesus Christ Himself is the gift of God. 
This woman has had terrible tragedy throughout her life, she has lost 5 


husbands. As divorce was very rare in those days, all of them probably died. 
This woman is used to bad news, to terrible tragedy. She is starting to suspect 
that maybe the man standing before her is the Messiah. To think that she 
has found the Messiah, is such wonderful news that her mind refuses to 
believe it, to comprehend it. 

Her spirit starts to believe, but she is scared in her mind, to accept the 
complete truth of what she now perceives that Jesus is really saying to her 
"IT AM, the living water", so she flees from the spiritual realm of a prophetess, 
back into the physical realm of an ordinary woman. "Sir please give me some 
of this water that I thirst not, neither come here to draw any more water." 
NOTE: [Many times in the Scriptures, Jesus will meet with a person in the 
spiritual realm at their level of faith. In the case of Zachariah, the angel 
Gabriel delivered the Lord's message. In the mind of Zachariah was doubt, 
so a second sign (as proof from the Lord was necessary). He was made deaf 
and dumb until the birth of his promised son, John the Baptist took place. 

In the case of Mary, she accepted with humility the news given by the angel 
and it came to pass without any problems or further confirmation necessary. ] 
Jesus does not try to force her mind to understand, and to come into line 
with what her spirit already perceives to be correct. Instead, Jesus gives her 
a chance to flee from Him (in the physical realm that she has now returned 
to). 

Jesus, using the gift of the “Word of Wisdom”, already knows that this lady 
is a widow, that she has no husband, so he says to her: "Go, call your 
husband and come back here." 

Now if she wants to flee, here is her opportunity. The important thing is not 
that she answered Jesus, it is that she remained, to further question him and 
find out more. 

Her spirit is now trusting in the truth and it is awakening her mind also to this 
same truth. She has decided to overcome her fears and find out for sure the 
revelations to be revealed to her; both good, or bad. 

Real faith is a matter of what we do, not what we say or think. (James 2:18). 
Jesus told us to be doers of His Word, not hearers only. 

Now her faith is starting to come into action. Instead of leaving, she answers 
Jesus with the truth. "I do not have a husband". 

"Jesus said unto her, thou hast well said, I have no husband: for thou hast 
had five husbands, and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that 
thou hast said truly." Jesus now reveals to her that he can see into her life. 
He now reveals to her that he is a real prophet. 

Many people have misinterpreted the answer of Jesus, because they do not 
understand the culture or the customs of the times. They thought that Jesus 
was accusing her of being a wicked woman, but this was not the case. 

The Old Testament law (Deut. 25:5) required that a widow's brother-in-law 
succeed her husband, if she was childless, so as to guarantee an heir. 
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This is clearly shown in the example of the widow Ruth. Boaz could not marry 
her, until her first relative - the brother-in-law Elimelech, refused to fulfil his 
obligations under the law. 

In truth, the woman at the well did indeed have five husbands and each of 
them had died. She had celebrated 5 betrothal ceremonies, 5 marriages, and 
5 funerals. 

The sixth relative has taken her into his household in accordance with the Old 
Testament law, where she will be closely guarded and chaperoned by many 
of their relatives, until a new marriage could be arranged. 

If a woman was not married, or lost a husband, she was thought to be cursed 
of God refer to (Is. 4:1). If she subsequently re-married and lost a second 
husband, she was considered doubly cursed. 

However, if she lost a third, fourth and fifth husband, the people began to 
realize that the Lord was preparing her for high office of service to her people, 
as a prophetess. 

A prophetess could talk to men, or women in public. Everybody came to them 
for counsel. They were God's chosen servants, a different set of rules applied. 
There was no shame for a stranger to talk to a prophetess in public, nor for 
aman or woman of the village to enquire of her, the Lord's will for their lives. 
The answer that Jesus gave back to the woman at the well, bore no reproach. 


It bore no condemnation whatsoever. Jesus did not accuse this woman of any 
sinful act! He confirmed this by saying that she spoke the truth. 


In fact, it revealed to her that Jesus already knew who she was, that he 
acknowledged her as a prophetess. Jesus already knew of her suffering, her 
inner pains, but also He knew of the work she had done for the Lord since 
she became a prophetess. 
Now Jesus has given her 2 signs: 

a) His direct command for a drink of water; 

b) His revelation about her life; 
But Jesus wants to reveal more to her. Again she is reluctant to accept the 
reality of the truth that Jesus has revealed to her, and asks of him a direct 
spiritual question. 
(Verse 20) "Our fathers worshipped in the mountain, and you (a Jew) say 
Jerusalem is the place we should worship." She is challenging Jesus (as a 
prophet) to solve this spiritual question. 
Jesus must use the limit of faith she has to reveal to her the real situation. 
Jesus has to use whatever faith level the person has, as ground upon which 
to build. This is the only way to meet a person at their level of faith! 
Jesus starts from this point and then builds upon it. Paul explained this in (1. 
Cor. 9:19:22). You must be prepared to be at different levels for all men, so 
that you can win their souls. 
(Verse 23) "A time will come, however, indeed it is already here, when the 
true (genuine) worshippers will worship the Father in Spirit and in 
Truth: (not at Jerusalem, nor in this mountain), for the Father is seeking just 
such people as these as his (true) worshippers" 
By giving the woman at the well this new revelation about the Scriptures, 
Jesus is indeed revealing to her that He is more than a Prophet. (But can she 
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accept this?) HIS HOLY PRESENCE IS ALREADY FLOODING OVER HER 
SPIRIT. 

Gone from her now is any thought of fleeing from His presence. She suspects 
that He is the Messiah, but she will not come out with the question directly - 
as a prophetess should, but reverts to the polite indirect ways of the eastern 
culture. 

(Verse 25) "I know that the Messiah cometh, which is called the Christ: 
when He is come He will tell us all things". She confirms her faith in the 
promises of the Prophets. 

Jesus has come as the Messiah, but more than the Messiah. He has come as 
the Son of God. The Jewish community did not recognize Him as this, even 
though the prophets of old had proclaimed it as such. Jesus now gives her 
the third and this time a MAJOR SIGN. 

(Verse 26) Jesus said to her: "I that am speaking to you now am He" Jesus 
has revealed Himself to her in all His Glory. The Holy Spirit quickly confirms 
this to her. 

When the disciples return (verse 27) they are amazed to see Jesus speaking 
to a woman in public. But they do not question the woman, nor do they ask 
Jesus the reason for this. This is another clear sign to her of his position and 
authority over the disciples. 


She is now so excited, she cannot keep this news to herself, she must share 
it with the whole village. 

She confirms her belief to Jesus, by leaving her water pot at the well and 
running off to spread the news in the village. 

To the eastern culture, water is sacred. It is a sign of life. A water pot was a 
treasured possession. If one was broken, tragedy struck a household. The 
pieces were not thrown away. The larger pieces were used as serving bowls 
or dishes. The fact that she left her water pot at the well is a very significant 
sign to Jesus. It means that she believes and that she will return, to claim 
her reward. She quickly goes off to the village to tell them the good news. 
But as a prophetess again, she does not force this revelation upon them. She 
must draw them to the well, and let the Holy Spirit reveal the truth to each 
of them individually. 

When she goes back into the town she tells the people to go to the well. "For 
there they will find a man which told her all about her life." 

If she was not a respected person in the village, the people would have 
ignored her. They would not have gone out to meet Jesus. The fact that she 
was recognized by the people of the village as a prophetess placed more 
weight on her words, when she revealed to them, that there was one who 
knew the complete life of their prophetess. Indeed he must be a great 
prophet indeed. 

They went because she was their prophetess. They believed because Jesus 
awakened their own individual faith to the spiritual truth of who He really 
was. This is why the villages replied to the prophetess later, after Jesus had 
stayed with them for 2 days. 


78 


(Verse 42) "And they told the woman: Now we no longer believe (trust, have 
faith) just because of what you said; for we have heard Him ourselves 
personally; and we know (without any doubt) that He truly is the Saviour of 
the world, the Christ." 

The story of the woman at the well is a story of faith. It is a story that we 
should all carefully examine and learn from, because it could happen to 
anyone of us, at any time. 

A person, a complete stranger, could talk to you in the street, and he/she 
could have a message from God for you. Learn to listen carefully to what 
other people have to say. Don't be impatient with them, because it may be 
an opportunity lost to you forever. 

In this case not only would the prophetess not have received the revelation 
about who the stranger (Jesus Christ) really was - but the whole village would 
also have lost their subsequent blessings. 

In view of this, your actions can sometimes have drastic effects on others 
around you. Please consider this in future. 


PASSING THE TESTS IN THE CHRISTIAN 
WALK 


When we go to school, we are taught the basics of reading, writing & 
arithmetic at an early age, aS a grounding and preparation for the higher 
levels of educational learning. At the end of each year, we are subjected to a 
test or examination, to see if we have learned these subjects correctly. 

If we pass the tests we are allowed to progress to the next harder level of 
teaching. If we don't, then we are advised to repeat that class level and learn 
the subjects better, so that when the next examination occurs, we will pass 
with flying colours, thus enabling us to proceed with the rest of our education, 
on the correct educational foundations. 

Our walk with Jesus Christ is the same as the education learning process I 
have outlined above. 

We are first taught elementary stories when we go to Sunday School, and 
then more advanced stores and lessons in the Church and Bible study groups, 
during our later years of Christian lives. 

Unfortunately not all churches follow this path, and do not progress past the 
elementary levels of Christian teachings. This was the problem that Apostle 
Paul found when he wrote the letter to the Hebrews. 

Some of the early churches were getting people to convert to Christianity OK, 
getting them baptised by immersion in water OK, teaching them the 
elementary lessons about forgiveness of sins, etc., but they were not 
progressing from there towards spiritual maturity! 

This meant that when a Christian was faced with a time of testing, he did not 
have a strong spiritual base upon which to rely and as a result many were 
falling by the wayside. 

In Hebrews Chapter 5, Paul indicates that this manner of teaching is not good 
enough and encourages the churches to stop repeating the elementary 
teaching, and move onto something more beneficial to the believers. 
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Paul was trying to encourage the Churches to change over from MILK 
SCRIPTURES, to MEAT SCRIPTURES, something with good sustainable 
Spiritual foundations. 

Hebrews 5:11-14 says: "concerning this we have much to say which is 
hard to explain, since you have become dull in your [spiritual hearing 
& sluggish, even slothful in achieving spiritual insight] for even 
though by this time you ought to be teaching others, you actually 
need some-one to teach you (all) over again, the very first principles 
of God's word. You have come to need milk, not solid food, or every- 
one who continues to feed on milk is obviously inexperienced and 
unskilled in the doctrine of righteousness [that is, of conformity to 
the divine will in purpose, thought and action,] for he is a mere 
(spiritual) infant - not able to talk yet (of spiritual matters). But solid 
food is for full-grown men, for those whose senses and mental 
faculties are trained by practise (not just by hearing) to discriminate 
and distinguish between what is morally good and noble, and what 
is evil and contrary, either to divine, or human law." 

Paul was telling these people (many who had been trained in the Jewish law 
from birth), that they had become spiritually lazy and needed to go for a 
refresher course in the important things of the Christian life. 

They had become so blaze' about the way they went about their lives, that 
they were now unable to distinguish between shades of evil in the community 
they lived in, because they lacked the spiritual experience, sharpened by 
continual practice of spiritual battles with the forces of evil. 

Paul told them to go back to Christian Kindergarten and learn these basic 
teachings again. 

But once you had re-learnt them, don't stop there - go on to spiritual 
perfection. In Hebrews Chapter 6, Paul defines “Spiritual Kindergarten”. 

All the brothers here tonight should be able to freely converse on all these 
topics and in fact as the elders in the church, teach on any and all of the 
subjects, not just from theory, but from practical experience in our individual 
lives. 

So let us look quickly at the “Kindergarten Subjects” of the Christian life. 
Hebrews 6:1-2. "Therefore, let us go on and get past the elementary 
(kindergarten) stage in the teachings and doctrines of Christ the Messiah, 
advancing steadily towards the completeness and perfection that belongs to 
spiritually maturity. Let us not again be laying the: 

. foundation of repentance 

. abandonment of dead works 

. faith by which you turned to God 

. teachings about purification 

, the laying on of hands 

. the resurrection from the dead 

7. the eternal judgement & punishment 

These are all matters of which you should be fully aware about long, long 


" 


ago". 


AuUAWNE 
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We have heard that people are starting to question if Jesus was really the 
Messiah. I saw a book published here in Coffs harbour, called "Jesus, the 
man". 

If we are Spiritually alive and aware of the things which are against the Divine 
Law, then every Christian in any country should be up in arms about allowing 
things like this to be published, because it is against God's Divine law. 

In Hebrews 6:1-2, Paul outlines 7 basic teachings which he considers to be 
the “Milk” Scriptures, the “Kindergarten” Scriptures, for every Christian, 
which must be taught in all churches. 

Unfortunately not all churches teach these 7 basic lessons today, as they 
claim they don't believe in them. 

This means that the people who go to these types of churches don't even get 
the basics taught properly, let alone the mature teachings. 

This is why Paul makes a startling statement in Hebrews 6:3. "If indeed 
God permits, we will now proceed to advanced teaching." 

Many Christians today are falling by the wayside, because the church does 
not teach the 7 basic foundations correctly, or fails to proceed to more mature 
teachings, so that the congregation can grow in spiritual strength. 

Paul charged the spiritual leaders of the early church with the responsibility 
of checking their spiritual progress, against the yardstick of meeting spiritual 
tests, and progressing to the next level. 

He also pointed out to the believers that God would not allow us, as a church, 
or as individual believers, to move up to the next level of spiritual maturity, 
until God Himself was satisfied with our performance. It is not when we are 
ready - but when God Himself knows we are ready. 

As the brotherhood of the church, we have the responsibility to conduct a 
Spiritual audit of the church and to ensure that the church is continually 
progressing up the steps of spiritual maturity. 

If this is not the case, then the elders in the brotherhood have the 
responsibility to make sure that the necessary changes take place, to ensure 
that in the immediate future this will happen. 

By following the guidelines set out in the Scriptures, is the only way the 
church can grow, the way the Lord wants it to grow, bringing glory and 
honour to him. 


FACELESS MEN OF THE BIBLE 


Many people come to Rani & I, as we go around the world, and they lament 
that they wish they were somebody in the Lord, so that they could do 
something really special and really important for God. 

They look at people in the Bible, like Moses, Joshua, Samuel, John the 
Baptist, etc. and compare themselves with them and are continually 
depressed that they cannot be great like these people were. 


This attitude is a subtle deception from the devil! It saps away from us our 


inheritance, the spiritual blessings which God Almighty has and wants to 
give to every one of us. 
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Today, I want to show you from the Bible - from the Holy Scriptures that 
YOU don’t need to be someone special like the people of old, to do 
something great and mighty for the Lord. 

Today, I want to speak about the Faceless Men and Women of the Bible, 

and show you that if your attitude is right with God, He can use you ina 

mighty way to do God’s business - which is, getting as many people as 
possible into the kingdom of God. 

We all know the story of how Moses grew up, was expelled from Egypt, 

lived in the desert for 40 years, was purified by God Almighty and made 

ready to be called back to Egypt - to do the Lord’s business - deliver the 
message to the Pharaoh to “SET MY PEOPLE FREE!”. LET MY PEOPLE 

GO! 

This was a great commission, requiring much trust in God, with continual 

communication between God and man (in one direction) and between man 

and God (in the other direction). 

But there came a time when even this great man of God found the 

responsibility of caring for the chosen nation too much for him to bear, even 

with the powerful anointing of God upon his shoulders. 

The responsibility became so intense that Moses asked the Lord to take his 

life - he could not handle the responsibility any longer, the stress was too 

great - he had to escape. 

e Have you ever felt that the things around you were pressing in on 
you so much that you would rather die than continue to suffer that 
burden any longer? 

e Have you thought one would be better off dead than having to handle 
this trial, or suffer in these circumstances on your own anymore? 


Some make that decision and go out and destroy themselves - they commit 
suicide, others take drugs, or they get drunk, trying to blot out the problem 
for a while. 

But I tell you, none of these solutions work, on a permanent basis. 
Moses trusted in God, so Moses took the problem to Him. hH explained the 
problem and then the Lord gave him the solution - the answer. 

In 1 Cor. 10:13 it says that God will give you a way out - a way of escape. 
God will deal with the problem! Hallelujah! 

In Numbers 11:16-17, God said to Moses: “Bring Me seventy of Israel’s 
Elders, who are known to you as leaders and officials among the people. 
Have them come to the Temple of Meeting, so that they may stand with 
you there. I will come down and speak with you there and I will take of the 
Spirit that is on you and I will put it on them. They will help you carry the 
burden of the people, so that you will not have to carry the burden alone.” 
The Lord told Moses to bring 70 faceless men into the temple, so that the 
Lord would talk to them and where the Lord would transfer the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit from Moses onto the heads of these people, to help do 
the work that Moses had been called to do.? 


3 Notice that Jesus took 70 men and sent the out with the disciples to “do the work of the 
Ministry”. 


82 


What an exciting thought. God took 70 people from among the tribes of 
Israel and gave them the anointing, the power and the wisdom which was 
reserved at that time for the prophets. 
In an instant these people became mighty men of God. They were chosen 
to become God’s army, to defend the nation of Israel against the enemy. 
They were chosen to be Warriors for Christ, in the spiritual realm - to battle 
against the evil forces which were making the lives of the nation so difficult 
and so rebellious. 
Likewise God chose an insignificant man to become “A MIGHTY MAN OF 
VALOUR”, when the Angel of the Lord confronted Gideon at the winepress 
and told him what the Lord would do for the nation of Israel through him. 
(Ref Judges chapter 6) 
When God gave the commission to Gideon, Gideon sent out messengers to 
call the nation of Israel to come and 32,000 men at arms responded to go 
into battle against the enemy. 
By a process of spiritual sifting, God reduced that number down to just 300 
faceless men. Men, whom the Lord had tested, and proven worthy, of the 
job at hand. God equipped these people with His weapons for battle with 
the enemy. The weapons God gave to these men were ordinary things, but 
when they were used under the anointing and direction of the Lord, mighty 
things started to happen - as a result. 

These weapons were:- 

1. A TRUMPET to sound the warning to the enemy that the battle was 
about to begin: The other use of the trumpet is to tell 
Satan and his followers that judgement is now to take 
place upon them. 

2. A PITCHER A pitcher to represent the earthen vessel, or the physical 
part of man. We have to be prepared to surrender this up 
to God, so that at His appointed time it can be smashed, 
to reveal His light shining inside. 

3. A CANDLE The candle represents the light of the Word - which is 


Christ. 
e When Gideon gave the order, the three groups of 100 soldiers 
sounded their trumpets, to get the attention of the enemy. 
e When they smashed the earthen vessels - making an enormous noise 


from the hilltops all about the camp. This revealed the light of Christ 
totally surrounding the enemy - there was no escape! 
e Finally they shouted the victory song: “THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
AND GIDEON” 
When the enemy troops heard these things, they were terrified with fear 
and in their confusion they killed each other or turned on their heels and 
fled. 
The troops on the hillside with Gideon did not use their swords against the 
enemy. They stood their ground - as Warriors for Christ, performing the 
task that they had been told to do. 
As a result of their obedience to Gideon and to the Lord, 300 faceless men 
Saw an army of over 30,000 defeated. 
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e Today, right here we are in this city, we can be chosen by the Lord 
to do mighty things, if we are prepared to listen to His voice and be 
prepared to answer His call. 

e God has promised that He will enable those who respond to His call 
with the necessary qualifications, gifts, strength and financial means, 
to do whatever the Lord requires of His servants, because God never 
sends His army out to be defeated! 


e Today, right here and now, God is calling His people to respond to 
His calling on their individual lives. 
e We are the same faceless people, as those who were challenged in 


the Old Testament. 

In Matt. 28:19-20, Jesus Christ charged each and every one of us to go out 

into the streets, villages, cities and nations, to teach the people to live their 

lives just as Jesus did when He walked upon the earth. 

e In Ephesians 6, we are told to put on the full armour of God and then in 
verse 18, we are told to: “Praying always with all prayer and 
supplications in the Spirit and watching thereunto, with all 
perseverance, and supplications for all the saints”. 

We, as Christians today can be might men and women of God, if we get the 

revelation to do this one simple task, as laid down for us in Ephesians 6:18. 

When we become Prayer Warriors for Christ in the spiritual realm, we 

set in motion many items that the Lord wants to deal with in the lives of 

individual Christians, Home Church Groups, individual Churches, and the 

Body of Christ as a Whole. 

Individual people in this ministry may not be recognised like Dr Billy 

Graham, Leighton Ford, Reinhardt Bonnke, or other famous Christian 

people, but the treasures in heaven they amass, are just as important for 

them. 

Today, if you came to this meeting, feeling that you were worthless to God, 

or that there was nothing you could do for Him, rejoice in the knowledge 

that Jesus Christ cares for you and thinks you are very special in His sight. 

He took me - just a small rebellious, insignificant person, - turned my life 

upside down, sent me off in a new direction, put me in the mission field, 

and now more than 50 years later I can share with you that my wife and I 

have had the privilege of seeing more than 15,000 people in over 40 

countries making a commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ, and accepting 

Him as their personal Saviour. 

Who would have thought of this happening to me? Or think that God 

Almighty would anoint my mind, with the ability to write Christian books - 

to encourage others - nor thought that I would write more than forty 

spiritual songs in word and music under the Lord’s anointing. 

Praise the Lord! What He did for me, the Lord can also do for and through 

you! 

The same Spirit flows through me raised Jesus Christ from the dead. 

Hallelujah! 

Get excited about what the Lord can do with your life, if you say YES to 

Him! 
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WARRIORS FOR JESUS CHRIST 


The Scripture tells us that we are to be like watchmen upon the high towers 

and the parapets or city walls, continually marching and guarding the nation 

of Israel. 

To be a good watchman we must first be trained in the ways of watching. 

= Trained how to watch for the enemy, 

= Trained how to conceal ourselves, so that the enemy does not find us 
easily and plan their attack in another position - away from us. 

= Trained how to sound the alarm, to alert the whole army, so that they 
can be prepared for the impending battle. 

= Trained how to fight until reinforcements come to our aid, when the 
enemy does attack us by surprise. 

All these things are easily understood in the physically realm, and Iam sure 

that some people here have been in real battles for their country, in 

positions like I have just described. 

Many evangelists and teachers tell us that we must be good warriors for 

Christ, and as such, we must know how to use the full armour that God has 

provided for us in His Word - to go out and get people saved - to go out 

and do battle for the Lord. 

These teachers will draw your attention to the verses in Ephesians Chapter 

6 about putting on the armour of God and then tell you to go out and do 

battle with the enemy, by using the sword of truth, which is the Word of 

God. 

Many people do what the evangelist/teacher has suggested and many times 

with disastrous results. WHY? 

Because they have failed to realise that before you go out to battle there is 

some basic rules that you must know. 

RULE 1: KNOW YOUR ENEMY 

Before you can defeat your enemy, you must first know who he is, what he 

does, and in what form he takes. 

The enemy is not the drunken man, who comes home from the pub and 

beats his wife, or the woman who sells herself in the city for money, or the 

person who sells drugs to little children. NO! They are not the enemy. 

The enemy is the spiritual force which makes these people want-to 

do these things. 

RULE 2: BE STRONG IN THE LORD 

Ephesians 6:10 says: “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in His mighty 

power. Put on the full armour of God, so that_you can take your stand 


against the devil’s schemes.” 
The first thing to acknowledge from the Scripture is that you can be weak 


in the Lord, and without His mighty power. 

Many people go out to fight, who are weak and without God’s power of the 
Holy Spirit working in their lives. In other words, they go out to fight the 
devil in their own strength. 
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If we look at the battle between Archangel Michael and Satan over the body 
of Moses, the Archangel was not prepared to do battle with Satan using his 
own strength. In Jude verse 9 it says: “But even the archangel Michael, 
when he was disputing with the devil about the body of Moses did not dare 
to bring slanderous accusations against him, but he said (to Satan) “THE 
LORD REBUKE YOU". 
The archangel recognised that his own words were not powerful enough to 
defeat the devil, so he used the only weapon he had, which he knew would 
have 100 percent success against Satan. 
He confronted Satan with the rebuke of the Lord. He confronted Satan with 
God’s word. In effect he was saying “IT IS WRITTEN”. Satan had no answer 
to this challenge - he had to withdraw. 
If we look at the battle which took place between Jesus and Satan 
immediately after Jesus had completed 40 days & nights of fasting in the 
desert. The Word says that Jesus was hungry and thirsty; He was physically 
weak - but He was not spiritually weak! 
It was the strength of the Holy Spirit which gave him the wisdom and the 
knowledge to stop Satan dead in his tracks, and Jesus did this by claiming 
a simple promise which we all need to claim for ourselves every day. 
Jesus was tested three times by the devil. Let us look at each reply from 
Jesus and see if we can receive a pearl of wisdom form the Lord in His 
answers. 
1A: Changing the stone into bread. 

“Jesus replied: IT IS WRITTEN: Man shall not live by bread alone.” 
1B: Test of Satan worship 

“Jesus replied: IT IS WRITTEN: Worship the Lord your God and 

serve Him only.” 


1C: Throw yourself off a high tower 
“Jesus replied: IT SAYS (IT IS WRITTEN) Do not put the Lord 
your God to the test”. 

Three times Jesus was tested and three times he had the correct answer 

because the Holy Spirit brought all things to His remembrance. 

Three times Jesus spoke with authority the Word of God and 

immediately Satan was defeated in that situation, and had to leave. 

We have to learn this same basic lesson, if we are to go out as warriors for 

Christ. 

RULE 3: KNOW THE WORD OF THE LORD and HOW TO USE IT. 

> Know the Word of God and be ready to quote it as a means of attack, 
which is our best defence against the evil one - because we know that 
Satan is defeated by the Words of our testimony. 

= Satan has to use a human body, to manipulate its owner, so that 
Satan can achieve his goals, which is to remove as many people as 
he can from the kingdom of God as possible. 

= We have to recognise that our battle is not against the person but 


against the wicked spiritual influence within the person. This is 
confirmed in Ephesians 6:12 which says: “For our struggle is not 
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against flesh and blood (i.e. ordinary people) but against the 
rulers, against authorities, against the powers of the dark 
world, and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realm.” 
We must remember that Satan works in and through a 
physical body to do his work. The Scripture tells us that we have 
to love the person - but hate the works of the devil. 
This is why we have to have the compassion of God to be able to take 
authority over the Satanic forces operating in a person’s life, by using the 
same tactics that Jesus used against Satan in the desert - claiming the 
promises of God’s Word for each and every situation. 
We have to be able to state with authority: “IT IS WRITTEN” and quote 
the relevant Scripture from the Word for that appropriate situation. 
We cannot do this UNLESS we know the Word of God. 
RULE 4: PRAY FOR YOUR LEADERS 
As people guarding the nation, we have to be prepared to keep the leaders 
- inside the church, and outside in the Government, under constant prayer 
protection. 
We have seen from recent history that Satan loves to topple people in 
authority, so that as much fear, doubt and confusion as possible can be 
created within the Body of Christ, or within a country. 
He uses “the love of money” (which is the root of all evil), “the love of 
power” (which is direct rebellion against God) and the “lusts after the flesh”, 
to bring these people into his control and under his influence. Satan is that 
ever present roaring lion, going around seeing who he can snare into his 
trap. 
In the natural world we know that even a fully grown lion will not attack 
some animals: e.g. a rhinoceros. In the same way Satan will not attack a 
person who appears in the spiritual realm, in the image of Christ; because 
Satan knows if he attacks such a person he will surely be defeated for his 
efforts, by the Words proclaimed against him by a “Spiritually 
knowledgeable Christian”. 


RULE 5: MANIFEST THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT 

The Holy Spirit has made available to us 9 gifts which we can use, a part 
of our armour in the battle against Satan. These gifts are not available 
to Satan or any of his agents. 

If we look at the gifts in their reverse spiritual order (from the lowest to the 
highest) we can see how we can use them to better equip us for the fight 
against Satan and his deputies. 

5.1 Gift of Tongues 

The gift of tongues (prayer language) can be used by every individual to 
build “themselves up” spiritually, to better prepare themselves for their 
walk with the Lord each day. Speaking in tongues builds up your faith. 
5.2 Tongues & Interpretations 

These 2 gifts, operating in a Body Meeting or home group can be used to: 
= Edify Illuminate the Word of God 
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= Exhort Encourage the Body of Christ 

= Comfort Comfort in times of stress or trial 

All these things improve the Body’s collective capability to waive off attacks 
of the devil; therefore, they are important tools for us to learn how to use. 
5.3 Gift of Prophecy 

Paul tells us that we all should strive and desire to receive this gift from the 
Lord. The effect of this gift is also to EDIFY, EXHORT, and COMFORT the 
Body of Christ. 

5.4 Gifts of Healing 

By the healing of members within the Body of Christ, by the laying on of 
hands, people see with their own eyes, the power of God in operation today. 
This is the sign that we are believers. This witness will convict people 
who are not believers of the mighty power and presence of God - right here 
in their midst. 

It convinces them that God Almighty is not a fairy story, but a living being, 
which can influence our lives in this day and age. 

5.5 Gits of Miracles 

We need to have this gift operating in our midst - just like it operates on 
Prayer Mountain in Korea - where people go (with walking sticks - or 
wheel chairs) up into the mountains to pray and return - leaving their 
walking sticks and their wheel chairs behind them - completely healed of 
their afflictions - never to require these implements again. 

5.6 Gifts of Wisdom 

This is the gift of bestowed by God upon a person who is selected by God 
to operate in the “OFFICE OF A PROPHET”. Ephesians 4: 11-16 says: 

"It was He (Jesus Christ) who gave some to be Apostles, some to be 
Prophets, some to be Evangelists, and some to be pastors and some to be 
teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the Body of 
Christ may be built up, _until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we will no longer be infants tossed 
back and forth by the waves (of trial and temptations) and blown here and 
there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men 
in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love we will, in 
all things, grow up into Him who is the Head that is Christ. From Him the 
whole body joined together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds 
itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

RULE 6 BE PREPARED TO PAY THE PRICE 

The Scriptures tell us that we have been bought with a price. That price is 
the blood of Jesus Christ, poured out for us at Calvary, drop by drop upon 
the earth. 

Jesus Christ was prepared to give up everything for us. Jesus 
expects no less of us. We must be prepared to give up everything 
for Him. 

Matt. 10: 7-8 says: “As you go, preach the message: The kingdom of 
Heaven is near. Heal the sick, raise the dead, and cleanse those who have 
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” 
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Jesus gave the following commandment to each and every one of us: 

6.1 GO AND PREACH THIS MESSAGE! 

—" If we want to be part of His kingdom, we must be prepared to 
acknowledge Him as King over all parts of our lives, because you can’t 
have a kingdom without a king. So have we been obedient to His 
commandments over our lives? 

— Have we gone out into the local neighbourhood and proclaimed Christ 
and His Kingdom are near at hand and available for every person to 
enter? 

= Have we healed the sick? Not prayed for the sick - but healed the 
sick? 

= You see, Jesus Christ never prayed for the sick to get healed. He just 
took authority over the sickness and commanded it to go. Jesus never 
failed to heal any person who came to him for healing. 

= Have you raised anybody from the dead? Most people would say no 
to this question. But I want you to consider the Scripture which says 
“the wages of sin is death”. Every person you bring out of the 
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of glorious light - through the 
blood of Jesus Christ, you have helped save from eternal death. You 
have in fact helped to raise them from death into life. 

So you see, if you want to be a Warrior for Christ, you must be prepared to 

pay the price. For the last 50 years I have been going all over the world 

challenging people to become a Warrior for Christ. Accept the challenge 
and see God make you into a miracle worker, through the power of His Holy 

Spirit. He will give you the confidence to speak out with authority and see 

people come into the kingdom, through the Blood of Jesus Christ. 

ARE YOU READY TODAY TO ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE? 


407 YEARS AND THEN THE PROMISE CAME 


In the Book of Genesis, we have the story of Joseph, how He was chosen 
by God as a special person, kidnapped by his own brothers, and sold into 
slavery. But what they set out to be as evil, God turned around and made 
it for good. 

Joseph was able to interpret the dreams of the Pharaoh, and to prepare 
Egypt for the droughts that were coming, to all of the lands in the Middle 
East. 

After Joseph died, it was prophesied that the Jews would have to remain in 
Egypt for 400 hundred years, until God sent them a Deliverer. 

God appeared to Moses as a “light” inside a burning bush, and commanded 
him to go back to Egypt, and to tell the Pharaoh to “Let my people go, and 
for them to go and to worship me in the desert”. 

We all know the story, Pharaoh refused, so Moses was told by God to 
perform miracles, to convince Pharaoh to “Let My people go”. 

Now, all the visits to Pharaoh did not all occur in one week, or even one 
year. It took seven years before the last miracle took place and Pharaoh 
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finally agreed to “Let my people go”. 
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The Jews were in Egypt for a total of 407 years before God’s promise of a 
Deliverer was fulfilled. 

Jesus came in the flesh and dwelt among us. He became part of us when 
we accepted Him as our personal Saviour. Because Jesus lives in us, and 
the Holy Spirit empowers us, we (individually and corporately) have 
become living stones, a part of the Body of Jesus Christ. We have become 
the flesh that Jesus has come to dwell amongst, in fact, to dwell inside of. 
Therefore, we are a part of the Body of Christ, in the flesh, living here in 
Toowoomba, or in whatever town, city or nation you live in. 

I want you to think very carefully about what I have just said. Jesus came 
in the flesh to be an example for all mankind. 

He took the five loaves and the two fishes, prayed on them and gave them 
to his disciples, where they multiplied to feed 5,000 people, and He has 
taken our flesh and multiplied it, so that we live all over the world, at the 
same time, to perform whatever He commands us to do, collectively and/or 
individually. 

Jesus even prophesied about this before He ascended into heaven. He told 
His disciples that greater things shall they do because He goes to be with 
His Father. 

When Jesus lived upon the earth He could only be in one place at one time. 
He could only perform miracles, at one place, at one time. 

Now that He has multiplied Himself inside of us, and given us the Holy 
Spirit’Ss power, we are now able to be His witnesses, His ambassadors, and 
His miracle workers, wherever we live, at any time the Lord commands us. 
That is why the Apostles stated: Jesus in us is the hope of His glory. 

We are the glory of Jesus made manifest on the earth, living a spiritual 
godly life, in an ungodly world. We live in this world, but we are not part 
of this world, because our home is in another world altogether. 

Our spirit-man, which was dead when we were unbelievers, is now alive 
once again. Our spirit now is directly connected to God, by the Holy Spirit 
that lives and dwells inside of us. 

As Jesus communed with His Father, so we are able to commune with the 
Father, because we abide in Jesus, and Jesus abides in the Father. Jesus 
said this in John chapter 17, but that is a later topic for discussion. 

Now another little bit of history. 

On Pentecost Sunday 1606, Captain Ferdinand De Quiroz, proclaimed that 
all the islands south of Vanuatu were to be claimed for Jesus Christ, not for 
any earthly king. 

He further proclaimed that these lands would be forever known as the Great 
Southlands of the Holy Spirit. 

The 31st December 2014 just past, is the end of the 407" year, since 
this proclamation was given. This is a very historic occasion. 

As we move into the year 2015, Australia is now poised to move into the 
promises, the prophecies, and the millions of prayers which have been 
prayed all over the world for this nation. 

Today, as the Body of Christ in Toowoomba, we must be ever sensitive to 
the leading, and the calling of the Holy Spirit, as God now sets in motion 
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the plans and the purposes He has already ordained for each one of us. 
This is even more important now in 2020, as the whole nation, and 
all nations of the world battle against the Coronavirus. 

John 15:16 states that we did not choose Jesus, He chose us (before the 
world began), and He has called each one of us by name, according to His 
divine plan and His purpose, for each of us, and collectively, for His divine 
plan and purpose for Toowoomba. 

Today, let us rejoice that Jesus came to earth and that He now lives inside 
of you and me, and we live with the Father in heavenly places, in our 
spiritual form, but here on earth in our bodily form. 

Today, let us rejoice that Jesus came as Emmanuel, (God with us) that God 
came in the flesh, to live and dwell in us for eternity. 

As we move into 2020, let us do it with clarity, knowing that we are called 
by God for a divine purpose, that we are called to fulfil His divine plan for 
this city, state and nation. 

As Joseph, Moses, David and Solomon went about their tasks with 
reverential fear of the Lord, so let us go forward, knowing in our hearts, 
that the power and the might of the Holy Spirit, is living and dwelling inside 
each of us. 

Therefore, we should not be afraid, nor dismayed, when we are prompted 
by the Holy Spirit to do something, which may seem way out in “left field”. 
It is only out in “Left field” because we cannot see the whole picture. Be 
rest-assured that Jesus is in control, that He can see the whole picture, 
because He knows the end from the beginning, and He designed the picture 
in the first place. 

The word tells us that we are all called to be labourers in the harvest field, 
but although many are available and are called, only a few decide to obey 
God’s word, and are chosen for the task. 

Last year, a call went out to the whole congregation, to take pieces of cloth 
and to make designs upon them, to be made into a tapestry, to be placed 
upon the wall, as a witness to future generations. 

None of us knew what the final picture would look like, until all the pieces 
were gathered up and arranged into what we see on the wall today, a 
mighty witness to future generations. 

So it is with the picture and the plan that Jesus has for Toowoomba, this 
state and for this nation. At the moment we know we have been called, 
that God has a plan, and we are waiting expectantly to become the “true 
light” in Toowoomba, putting this plan into action. 

Like the psalmist says, let our witness in this city be a witness for future 
generations, as we proclaim the name of Jesus Christ, and we proudly let 
His true light shine in and through us. 

As we celebrate Good Friday today, let us remember that Jesus did not stay 
dead for very long, because He had other plans to do before He comes 
back to claim His bride. 

Remember, if Jesus never rose from the dead there would be no proof that 
He conquered sin and death. 


91 


If Jesus never rose from the dead He would not have been seen by His 
disciples and more than 500 other people in Jerusalem and on the road to 
Emmaus. 

If Jesus did not rise from the dead, He could not have ascended into 
heaven, and there would have been no Pentecost, and Holy Spirit 
empowerment of believers. 

If Jesus had not risen from the Dead, He could not have dictated the Book 
of Revelation to Apostle John from Heaven, while John was imprisoned on 
the Isle of Patmos, some 60 years after His ascension into heaven. 

If Jesus had not risen from the dead, He could not come back for His bride, 
nor could He defeat All of the nations that oppose Israel and all of the 
religions that oppose God Almighty. 

If Jesus had not risen from the dead, He could not have the marriage with 
His Bride, nor the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, or rule and reign on the 
“existing earth” for 1,000 years. 

If Jesus had not risen from the dead, He could not create a “New Heaven” 
(without any sun) and a “New Earth” (without any sea). 

If Jesus had not risen from the dead, He could not create the “New 
Jerusalem” in which God the Father wells, which descends down from the 
New Heaven, to exist on the New Earth ~ so God dwells among us. 


ARE YOU A SLAVE? 


The Bible tells us that the Jews were slaves in Egypt for 407 years and that 
God heard their cries for deliverance, and sent Moses back to Egypt to tell 
Pharaoh to “let my people go”! 


However, in today’s society we can still be slaves. So today my question is 
this: 

e “Are you a slave”? 

e How do you know that you are NOT a slave? 

e What if you are a slave and you don’t know it? 

e To what item are you a slave? 

In today’s society, “Egypt” is a geographical place in the Middle East; 

but “Egypt” can be also a Spiritual place in your soul. 

The Jews were enslaved to their Egyptian masters, but today we can be 

enslaved to things of this world, which keep us away from God, or 

prevents Him from blessing us, to the degree that He wants to. 

e Enslavement is identified as the things that you are attached to, that 
rules your life, instead of YOU ruling them. 

e It is the things which prevent God from influencing and ruling your 
life. It is the thing which prevents you from having a close, personal, 
daily walking and talking relationship with Jesus. 

e If God is not influencing and ruling your life, then you are a slave 
and you don’t even know it. 

e Some of the things that you can be a slave to are as follows: 


92 


o Atthe moment, you can be a slave to fear, with all the events 
and actions taking place around you in various countries, as the 
covid-19 virus spreads rapidly across the world, and with 
amounting death toll over 400,000 people worldwide. But we 
must remember that “faith casts out fear”! This is a time 
for your faith to be tested. Without a “test”, there can be 
no testimony! 

o You can be a slave to trees: God told us to have dominion 
over all the trees of the field, the birds of the air, all the animals 
of the fields, and all the fish of the sea. 

If you are addicted to alcohol, tobacco, or hard drugs, then you 
are a Slave to trees, because that is where these products come 
from. You don’t rule the trees — the trees rule you! 

o You can be a slave to your job: If your job prevents you 
from having time with the Lord each day, or from attending 
church, or having a personal relationship with Jesus, then you 
are a Slave to your job. You don’t have control of your own life; 
your job is ruling you; you are a slave to your job. 

o You can become enslaved to your family: If your family 
commitments prevent you from having time with the Lord each 
day, or from attending church, or having a personal relationship 
with Jesus, then you are a slave to your family. You don’t have 
control of your own life; your family is ruling you; you are a 
slave to your family. 

= Now that does not mean that you give up your 
responsibilities to care for your family, but it does mean 
that you have to examine your priorities and make sure 
that Jesus Christ comes first in your life. 

» Matt. 6:33 is very clear about this: “Seek ye FIRST the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness and (then) all 
these other things shall be added unto you”. 

" KINGDOM OF GOD ~ we are told that the kingdom of 
God dwells within us. We need to know - for sure (with 
100% certainty) that Jesus dwells within us - on the 
inside of us — not just an occasional encounter with the 
Holy Spirit on a Sunday, when the anointing blesses the 
church. 

" “RIGHTEOUSNESS ~ means a “right standing with 
God”. We need to be sure that we have a right standing 
with Jesus, because that is the only way that we can have 
a right standing with the Father and with the Holy Spirit. 

o You can even become enslaved to your ministry: 
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It may seem silly to say this, but some people consider 
“their ministry” more important than having a personal 
relationship with Jesus, on a daily basis. 

They have forgotten that Jesus can have the stones rise 
up to praise Him if we don’t do it. These people have 
become so engrossed with their ministry, that they have 
forgotten that it was Jesus who called them into this 
ministry in the first place ~ and that it is impossible to 
“work your way into heaven”! 

In the Book of Revelations we hear Jesus clearly telling 
Apostle John that there will be people who honestly 
believe that they are going to heaven, because they have 
healed people in Jesus’ name, they have given to the poor 
in Jesus’ name, etc. but Jesus makes it very clear that He 
will reject them; He will turn to them and say: “Be gone 
from Me, I do not know you”. 

Why would Jesus say that to a person who has been 
serving the Lord in this way? Simple answer: There was 
not a personal relationship between that person and 
Jesus Christ. 

We are told to be no longer “slaves to sin” but to become 
“slaves to righteousness”, “free slaves” to Jesus Christ 
and to no-one, or nothing else. 

We are told to be ready in season and out of season to 
give a witness to others about Jesus Christ. 

In fact, we are told that our individual lives should be a 
walking, talking example of what Jesus can do with a 
person who is completely devoted to His service. 


So, after reading this message, maybe it is time to re-evaluate our priorities 
and our daily focus. 


Is our daily focus on Jesus Christ? 

If not, then we have allowed Satan to enslave us to something else; 
to take our focus off Jesus Christ; to allow Satan to remove the glory 
of God from our presence. 

We have to realise that enslavement is a subtle way that Satan uses 
to remove us from God’s presence, by making us focus on other 


God’s word tells us that if we focus first on God’s kingdom and then 
on His righteousness, then all the other things in our lives will fall into 
place, because God has promised to provide all our needs. 

Let us pray. 
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BE LIKE CHRIST ~ NOT LIKE THE WORLD 


Throughout the scriptures we are encouraged by Apostles Peter and Paul, 
to become more Christlike in our daily lives, both in our relationship with 
God the Father, and in our relationship with one another. 

So, what does that really mean? 

Jesus took time out, to go aside and pray and commune with His Father on 
a regular basis. There is no evidence that He did this daily, but it is well 
recorded that He did do it on many occasions, especially when He had to 
make a special decision. It says that He and the Father were one, so 
therefore, it is quite right to assume that Jesus communed with His Father 
each and every day. 

Jesus had a relationship with all different types of people. 

It did not matter to Him what ethnic group they belonged to, whether they 
were rich, poor, healthy or sick. Jesus wanted to have a relationship with 
each and every one of them. 

Jesus came to this earth so that the word of God would be explained, 
preached, and expounded, so that not even one soul would be lost to the 
evil one. 

Jesus went about doing good “AND” healing the sick, “AND” restoring 
all those who were afflicted by the evil one. 

This is an all-encompassing scripture. You just cannot pick and choose 
which part of this scripture you will do and which part you will leave out, 
because you “assume” that somebody else is going to do it. 

This is just the same as Acts 2:38, another all-encompassing scripture 
which says; 

e Repent of your sins 

e Be Baptised, and 

e Receive the Holy Spirit 

You cannot have one without the other! 

e Repentance; recognises that you are a sinner, that you have 
breached God’s Laws, and that you want to make amends, because 
of the blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ upon the cross of Calvary for 
you. 

e Baptism; is a public statement to Satan and to the entire universe, 
that you are changing your ways and following after the teachings of 
God’s word and as Jesus Christ as your Saviour. 

e The Holy Spirit; is the seal unto your salvation. If you refuse to 
accept the Holy Spirit into your life in this century, then your salvation 
is not sealed! 

So, to be like Christ, we must have; 

e The MIND of Christ, to interpret the scriptures as Jesus would 
interpret them. 

e The HEART of Christ, to show God's eternal love to all mankind. 
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e The EARS of Christ, to hear through the Holy Spirit what God is 
saying to the churches, and 
e The EYES of Christ, to see the world, as God the Father can already 
see it. 
So now that we have that “Christ-like image” imprinted on our brains let 
us now look at the church and see why it is NOT doing these things. 
Problems within the churches in NOT something new! 
Apostle Paul had to deal with it in the first century, and he writes about it 
in several of his Epistles, in fact his Epistles were in most instances written 
specifically to correct some of these problems. 
But unfortunately, nearly 2000 years later we are still having the same 
problems, AND we are even inventing new ones. 
Jesus said in John 15:16 that we did not choose Him, but He chose us 
(before the creation of the world) and that He called us to go and bear fruit, 
and that fruit must remain (and multiply). 
Jesus tells us that He is the vine and that we (the various church 
denominations) are the branches. Whichever branch does not bear 
fruit, He will cut it off, allow it to dry, and then, throw it into the 
fire, to be burnt and destroyed. 
But those branches that DO bear fruit, they are pruned, (which can 
sometimes be painful) so that they go and bear more fruit. 
Let us look at 1 Corinthians chapter 1, commencing at verse 10 [Living 
Bible Translation]. 
But, dear brothers, I beg you in the name of Jesus Christ to stop arquing 
among yourselves. Let there be real harmony, so that there won't be 
splits in the church. I plead with you to be of ONE mind, UNITED in 
thought and purpose. 
So, let us download and understand the revelation of this scripture before 
we move on. 
As Jesus sees the church ~~~ it is a SINGLE ENTITY! 
As Jesus looks down from heaven and looks at your city, He sees a SINGLE 
CHURCH IN YOUR CITY. 
It may have only one branch, or it may have many branches. Some maybe 
fruitful, and others maybe not, but it is not OUR role to be the judge and 
jury ~ that role belongs to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is looking for a church 
which is; 
e Not arguing among the branches, or amongst the _ individual 
congregation members. 
e A church body which is exhibiting REAL HARMONY, 
e A church (within the whole city) which is UNITED, with ONE MIND, 
ONE PURPOSE, and ONE ACCORD! 
Can you honestly say that you have that in YOUR city? YES? NO? That is 
for you to decide, ~ BUT THAT IS WHAT JESUS EXPECTS! 
Now let us move on, verse 11. 
For some of those who live in Chloe’s house have told me of your arguments 
and quarrels, dear brothers. Some of you are saying. “I am a follower of 
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Paul”; and others say that “they are for Apollos, or for Peter”; and some 
say that “They alone” are the only true followers of Christ*. And so 


in_effect, you have broken the Body of Christ into many SMALL 
pieces” 

We, The Body of Christ are “supposed to be” like a water pitcher, which can 
be filled with the Holy Spirit from above, and then poured out into this dying 
world, to save the lost. But if that water pitcher is thrown to the floor, it 
will smash into many pieces and is no longer of any use for the Master. 
Paul, the Apostle, was issuing a condemnation order against the church in 
Corinth, because of their actions. So, I believe this is one of the saddest 
scriptures in Paul’s Epistles. 

But there is a worse one recorded by Apostle John, as dictated by Jesus 
Christ on the Isle of Patmos to John as transcribed the Book of Revelations 
around 95-100 AD. 

Revelation chapter 3; starting at verse 1. 

“This message is sent to you by the one who has the seven-fold Spirits of 
God and the seven stars. I know your reputation as a live and active church, 
BUT YOU ARE DEAD! Now WAKE UP! Strengthen what LITTLE remains! 
~ For even what is left is at the point of death. Your deeds are far from 
right IN THE SIGHT OF GOD. Go back to what you have heard and 
believed at first; hold onto it firmly and turn to me again. Unless you do, I 
will come suddenly upon you, unexpected as a thief and punish you. 

Let us unpack this piece of scripture. 

Firstly, the authority of who is making these statements is very clear. Jesus 
Christ Himself! Jesus looks down from Heaven and sees an “active church”, 
but the activities are not “spiritually alive”. Jesus makes it very clear 
that this church is “spiritually dead”. 

Unfortunately, there are many churches around like this today. They have 
many “programs”, to keep the people “active”, but not many programs to 
teach the congregations to be raised to another level of spiritual maturity. 
(Refer Ephesians chapter 4:12-13) This church needs Spiritual CPR! 
Jesus issues a command; WAKE UP! STRENGTHEN WHAT LITTLE 
REMAINS! For even what is left is at the point of death! 

There is still a little life left in amongst the coals. Most of the coals are dead, 
but you need the Holy Spirit to blow on the coals and get them to “light the 
fire again”! 

The full use of the 5-fold ministries needs to be implemented, so that this 
congregation can be revived, and the congregation be not cast out, because 
Jesus make it very clear that He will come when nobody is expecting Him 
to appear and punish this church. 

Jesus tells this church to go back to scripture. Forget the “programs”. 
Learn the scriptures, and then put them into practice! 

Do not teach anything that is not written in His divine word, nor try to 
misinterpret it to suit a different agenda. No new age doctrine, no 
“understanding” about Transgender, or Homosexuality. 


4 [The rest of you are cabbages] 
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The Bible is very clear on all of these counts. Paul admonishes to church 
to “test everything that is spoken from the pulpit”, to make sure that it 
lines up with the word of God. 
To make this statement very clear, Paul goes on to say that “even if an 
angel comes into your church and starts teaching anything which does not 
line up with God’s word, it must be rejected, because that particular 
angel did not come from God! 
So, if there is teaching in your church which does not line up with God’s 
word, you have a problem and Jesus has made it clear that if you don’t sort 
it out, He will! And that will be punishment for the whole Body of Christ 
in your congregation ~ not just the troublemakers! 
Now, let us continue in verse 4; yet, even there in Sardis some haven't 
soiled their garments with the world’s filth; they shall walk with me in white 
(garments), for they are worthy. Everyone who conquers (over sin) will be 
clothed in white, and I will not erase his name from the Book of Life 
but I will announce before My Father and his angels that he is mine”. 
So even amongst all this strife, gossip, and worldly filth, which have been 
allowed to infiltrate the church, there are still some people who have 
remained true to the gospel of Jesus Christ, by following only God’s word 
and the teachings of Jesus. 
They have refused to get involved in anything which is directly against 
God’s teachings, and they have not remained silent, but have actively 
prayed about it and spoken out about it, so that people cannot say that 
they did not know. 
Because they have done this, Jesus says that the blood of the unrighteous 
people in this church is no longer on their heads. Their names shall remain 
in the Book of Life. 
But the sad thing is that others who are in this SAME church, who have 
made a Salvation statement; who have been baptised, and who have 
received the Holy Spirit, who did profess to be Christians, and who did have 
their names written in the Book of Life, will have their names removed, 
upon the orders of Jesus Christ. 
This scripture makes it very clear that “Once saved, always saved” is not 
scriptural! Salvation is a process; 

e We were saved 

e Weare being saved (on a daily basis), and 

e We shall be saved on the day that Jesus comes back for His bride ~ 

if we are ready, and judged worthy by Jesus Christ ~ not by you, or 
by your pastor, or your bishop ~ but by Jesus Christ Himself! 

This is a serious state of affairs. It requires a constant spiritual audit of 
each church group, and each member in the Body of Christ. 
Otherwise, we will be confronted with the statements made by Jesus, when 
He says; “Get away from me, I do not know you”! 
Let us pray. 
Oh Heavenly Father, you sent your Word to this earth to be a living sacrifice 
for us and you commanded us to follow the written word, and the 
revelations of your Holy Spirit, to complete the divine plans and purposes 
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that you have called each of us to do. Illuminate our hearts Lord, with your 
truth, your integrity and your peace, so that we can be a glorious witness 
for your kingdom here on earth. We ask these things in the mighty name 
of your Son Jesus Christ, Amen. 


GOD IS ON THE MOVE 


Events around us clearly indicate that “God is on the Move” and 
Intercessors and Prophets all around the world are indicating this and 
confirming it with the signs and the wonders which we are seeing around 
us on almost a daily basis. 

There have been “wars and rumours of wars”. There have been “signs in 
the heavens”, with new planets discovered, blood moons and black suns. 
There have been “signs in the earth”, with volcanoes in several different 
countries and on different continents. 

In addition, there have been “signs under the earth”, with earthquakes in 
different countries, also on different continents. And of course, most people 
know that there have been plagues of locusts across several countries on 
the African continent, replicating the plague recorded in the Old Testament, 
which was foretold by Apostle John would occur again in the last days, in 
the book of Revelation. 

So, have you read the Book of Revelation lately, so that you can recognise 
the prophecies that have been foretold in the Book of Daniel, the Book of 
Ezekiel and throughout the New Testament Gospels and Epistles? 
Unless you know what these prophecies are, you will never recognize them 
when they occur, and then you will be caught unprepared, when the thief 
comes to deceive, rob, kill and destroy. 


EPHESIANS CHAPTER 4° 


Pauls starts the chapter with the word “Therefore” (in Conclusion), which 
means you need to go back and read what Apostle Paul has written in the 
previous chapter, which has the heading “The Role of the Church”. 
Verse 1; Paul requests, in fact pleads, that each person walks worthy in the 
vocation that God has called you into. To be able to do that, one 
must first know, with 100% certainty, to what vocation each 
individual person has been called, because Romans 8:28 says that 
“All things work together for good, for those who love God, for 
those who are called according to His “divine plan” and His “divine 


purpose”. 
Verse 2; then indicates “how we are to fulfil our calling”; with all lowliness 


and meekness of heart, with long suffering, forbearing one 
another (putting up with one another). All of this has to be 
done “in love”. 


5 We must remember that when Paul wrote this Letter to the Ephesians, there were no 
chapters or verse numberings. These were not added until 1531. 
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Verse 3; for what purpose are we to do this? Endeavouring to keep “the 
unity of the Spirit” ~~ in the “bond of peace”. 

Verse 4; Paul once again goes back to his theme, mentioned in other 
chapters, and other Epistles, reminding us that we are; “ONE 
BODY”, and “ONE SPIRIT”, even as each of us are called in 
“ONE HOPE” of our individual callings. 

Verse 5; He continues this line of thinking; we have “ONE LORD”, “ONE 
FAITH”, “ONE BAPTISM”. 

Verse 6; “ONE GOD”, and “Father of all”, who is above all, through all, 
and (living) within us all. 

Verse 7; “But” unto every one of us is given grace, according to the 
measure of the gift of Christ. So, what we have to understand 
here is that Christ decides how much grace he is going to give 
each of us “individually”. 

If we use it wisely, and for His glory, He will increase our level of 
grace. 

Verse 8; When He ascended up on high (into the heavens), He led captivity 

captive. 
[Many do not realise that here Paul is referring to a passage out 
of Psalm 67:19 and Psalm 68:18 in the Peshitta (Syriac 
Translation) which says; “Thou didst ascend on high, and take 
captivity captive and thou gavest gifts to men”. This is also in the 
Aramaic Translation in the Targum; “He gave unto men”. | 

Verse 9; [Now He that ascended, what is it that He also descended, first 
into the lower parts of the earth? 

Verse 10; He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above 

all heavens, that He might fulfil all things]. 
Paul included these two verses in brackets as he is using the 
“Rabbinical Technique” of teaching, reminding the readers who we 
are really talking about here, who is the person with all of this 
wisdom, power, authority and grace. It is none other than 
Jesus Christ Himself. 

So, Paul has now set the guidelines, and under what power (the Holy Spirit) 

and under what authority (Jesus Christ) He is now speaking. 

Verse 11; And He (Jesus Christ) gave some, Apostles, and some, 
Prophets, and some, Evangelists; and some, Pastors and 
Teachers. Please notice that these are “God-given offices”, 
written in priority order, to the whole Body of Christ. They are not 
given to individual denominations, nor are they “appointed by 
man”. Notice also that Apostles, Prophets and Evangelists, are 
all prefaced by the word “some”, but Pastors and Teachers are 
grouped together, meaning there can be many of them. 

There are many definitions of what these 5 offices are, but I prefer 
to describe them as below. 
a) Apostle: Called and anointed by God, to be a “trailblazer”, 
to go into “Un-charted territory” ~ so they can break new 
ground. 
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b) Prophets: To be the “mouthpiece of God” to a generation, 
to listen and speak the word of God, to prepare a generation 
for things to come; irrespective of whether they are 
blessings or curses. 

c) Evangelists: To go and spread the good news of the 
gospel, with signs following, to convict the unbelievers, and 
bring them to the foot of the cross, so that the blood of 
Jesus can cleanse them of all of their unrighteousness. 

d) The Pastor & the Teacher are grouped together, because 
their role is to “care for” and “teach the sheep” that have 
been brought into the sheepfold, by the three offices 
mentioned above. 

And then Paul sums up their COLLECTIVE purpose in verses 12 -15; 

Verse 12; They are for “the perfecting of the saints”, for “the work of 
the ministry”, for “the edifying of the Body of Christ”. This 
is continued on in the next verse. 

Verse 13; Till we “ALL come to the Unity of the Faith”, and of “the 
knowledge of the Son of God”, “unto a perfect man”, “unto 
the measure of the stature”, of “the fullness of Christ”; 

Verse 14; That we henceforth “no longer be (spiritual) children”, 
“tossed to and fro”, and “carried about with every wind of 
doctrine”, by the “sleight of men”, and “cunning craftiness”, 
whereby they “lie in wait to deceive”; 

Verse 15; But “speaking the truth in love”, “may grow up into Him” 
(become more Christ like) in_ all things, which is the head, 
even Christ. 

By definition: Intercessors are “praying prophets”! They are called to 
be watchmen & women on the walls, to hear the word from the Lord 
and to speak it as plainly as possible, under the anointing and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. They are also called to offer up prayers of intercession and 
supplication straight into the Courtrooms of Heaven, on behalf of 
individuals, groups and/or nations. 

As per the priority order given by the Holy Spirit to Paul, they are second 

in spiritual authority, the first being the Apostles, but we are ALL directly 

responsible to God Almighty for our actions. 

As most of you know by now, I make statements and then explain why I 

make those statements, with scriptural references to back up my 

statements, so I will do so here. 

Intercessors in the Body of Christ are misunderstood. Their roles are 

not mentioned except vaguely in the Old Testament, as “watchmen on 

the walls”. They are the “spiritual backroom boys and girls” who spend 
many hours before the Lord, to get messages to pass onto others, to guide 
them, heal them, or warn them of impending troubles. 

One of their functions is to understand the role of the various courtrooms 

in heaven, and how we have direct access into these places, through the 

blood covering of Jesus Christ. Intercessors are in fact “Praying 

Prophets”. 
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Sadly, many Pastors do not understand this calling and why it is so 
important! 

If some pastors do understand that they “can go into the throne 
room of heaven” and they have not taught the other pastors, then 
they have failed in their “office responsibilities”, to bring ALL pastors 
to the same level of the spiritual maturity, so they in turn, can teach 
their congregations; so that the whole Body, will not be tossed to and 
from by every wind of doctrine. Their levels of knowledge and revelation 
will all be coming from the same spiritual level of understanding. This is a 
statement of fact, backed up by scripture and spiritual revelation. If Jesus 
thought that He could give all revelations and understanding to the Pastors 
ONLY, then they would not have been any “need” to provide Apostles, or 
Prophets, or Evangelists, or Teachers. But THAT is NOT the case. 
Unless pastors and teachers recognise that they do not have all the 
answers, the Body of Christ shall never reach the potential and spiritual 
maturity that Jesus expects. As it says in the song: “We are all in this 
together”! 


ARE YOU A BELIEVER, OR A DISCIPLE? 


Many of you have heard pastors get up and give sermons telling us that we 
have to be “examples of the kingdom”, or that we have “to go” and “make 
unbelievers” into “believers”, by telling them about Jesus Christ. 
Other pastors have told you that you must be “witnesses of the Kingdom”. 
But what does that mean? 
If for example you are walking down the road and you see a car accident, 
when the police come and ask you the question: “Did you see what 
happened”? You can reply; “Yes, I was a witness to this accident”. The 
police will take down your name and your statement and may later call you 
to give evidence in court, as a witness. 
Based upon your evidence, and the evidence of others, the jury will decide 
who is at fault and award the necessary punishment, or compensation. 
But when the pastor tells you to be “a witness of the Kingdom”, what does 
that really mean? 

e Were you there when they crucified My Lord? NO! 
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e What evidence can you give about the kingdom? 

e On what authority are you giving this evidence? 

e What are your references? 
Based upon your answers, unbelievers will judge whether what you are 
saying is reasonable, or feasible, and whether they want to change their 
lifestyle and follow Jesus Christ. 
But does that make you a believer? No, not necessarily, because 
Satan is a believer. 
Satan believes that Jesus has risen from the dead. Why do I say this? 
Because Jesus went down into hell, preached to all those who had not heard 
His message, took the keys of sin and death from Satan and made an 
example of Him. 
Now let us look at the scriptures and see if we can determine from the 
scriptures what this means to be a “Believer”. 
Mark 16:9-20 
“Now when Jesus was raised early the first day of the week, he 
appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had cast seven 
devils. And she went and told them that had been with him, as they 
mourned and wept. And they, when they had heard that he was 
alive, and had been seen of her, believed not”. 
Mary Magdalene (as a witness) sees Jesus and believes He is raised from 
the dead, and goes and tells the 11 disciples and the scripture says, “they 
did not believe her!” 
“After that, he appeared in another form unto two of them, as they walked, 
and went into the country”. (Elsewhere in scripture this is recounted as the 
two men walking on the road to Emmaus.)"And they went and told it unto 
the residue: neither believed they them! 
Here again we have an “eye witness account” of the risen Jesus Christ, 
but still the disciples did not believe them!” 
“Afterward, he appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and 
upbraided them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they 
believed not them which had seen him after he was _ raised.” 
Now Jesus “meant what He said, and says what He means”. 
It says that scripture is confirmed by the testimony of two or three 
witnesses. 
It says that Jesus “upbraided them”. In today’s language that means that 
Jesus literally tore verbal strips off them for their unbelief and their 
hardness of heart. 
Jesus said a few very strong words to them about their unbelief, because 
they refused to recognise the truth clearly set out before them - by the 
testimony of three witnesses. 
The scripture tells us that anything is confirmed by 2 or 3 references in 
scripture. So here we have 3 confirmations in scripture that Jesus rose from 
the dead and dwelt amongst the believers for 40 days after His death on 
the cross. 
There are also references that more than 500 people saw Him walking 
around Jerusalem in the 40 days after His resurrection. 
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Did the disciples believe after they saw Him face-to-face? Yes, all of them 
except Thomas, who said he would not believe unless he was able to put 
his hands into the wounds on the hands and feet of Jesus. 

Once Jesus told Thomas to put his hands into the wounds on His hands, 
Thomas proclaimed; “My Lord and My King”. And he said unto them, “Go 
ye into the entire world, and preach the gospel to every creature”. 

Again I must emphasise: Jesus said what He means and meant what He 


says. 


G2936 kTi@w ktizo ktid'-zo Probably akin to G2932 (through the idea of the 
proprietorship of the manufacturer); to fabricate, that is, found (form 
originally): create, Creator, make. 


When was the last time you went preaching to men and women, or animals 
and birds? He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned. 


G4100 nioteUw pisteud pist-yoo'-o From G4102; to have faith (in, upon, 
or with respect to, a person or thing), that is, credit; by implication to 
entrust (especially one’s spiritual well-being to Christ):—believe (-r), 
commit (to trust), put in trust with. 


So those who have faith are those who believe. And those who have faith 
and exercise that faith by being baptised shall be saved. 
An anagram for Faith is: 


F = Forsaking 
A= All 

I = I, (Me) 

T = Trust 

H = Him 


Those who do not have faith shall be damned. 

Now we get to a very interesting set of scriptures, which should shake most 
of you here today and definitely kill many western theological sacred cows! 
Jesus Himself defines the sign of a believer: that is one who has faith! 
Again, I remind you: Jesus says what He means and means what He 
says; And these signs shall follow them that believe; 

Jesus says; if you are a believer (as God sees you), then these signs shall 
follow you, to prove that you are a believer. 


In my name shall they cast out 
devils 


Jesus says: All believers shall be 
able to cast out devils from within 
affected people. 


they shall speak with new tongues 


As evidence of the manifestation of 
the Holy Spirit upon their lives, they 
shall be able to speak a new 
spiritual tongue (Their private 
prayer language.°®) 


5 This is completely different to the “Tongues for public Ministry” referred to in 1 


Corinthians 12. 
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They shall take up serpents They shall be able to pick up 
serpents without any harm coming 
upon them. 

and if they drink any deadly thing, | God will protect them from poisons. 
it shall not hurt them 
they shall lay hands on the sick, and | They shall be able to heal the sick 
they shall recover of all ailments, by the “laying on of 
hands”. 


Now, if you think that you are a believer in Jesus Christ and you have been 
baptised, then you should be able to identify at least one of these attributes 
and say; “I have already done that”. 

If you cannot, then according to Jesus, you only think that you are a 
believer, but in God’s eyes you are not. So then after the Lord had spoken 
unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of 
God. 

And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen. 

So the disciples heard the commandment from Jesus, they obeyed it, and 
went and did as Jesus said. The scripture says; “the Lord was with them, 
and confirmed the words they spoke with signs and wonders”. 

These 11, who were chosen personally by Jesus became believers, (after 
seeing Jesus personally), then became disciples (disciplined ones) and 
obeyed His commandment to go and preach to every creature. 

We start out our lives in sin as unbelievers. Then we hear the words about 
Jesus Christ and how He died for our sins and we are then faced with a 
choice; 

1. Do we believe and become baptised? 

2. Or do we refuse to believe, turn away and become damned. 

If we become believers, we have a choice; 

1. Do we just stay as “believers”, knowing that we have salvation, or do 
we, 

2. Become Disciples; people who study the word, meditate upon the 
word, and then put it into practise, in our own personal lives and 
witness this belief to others? 

So the challenge today is this: What are you? There are only three choices: 

1. An “unbeliever”, who is damned and going to hell, or 

2. A “believer” who is saved, but may not get into heaven, because 
their names must remain in the Lamb’s Book of Life, until the day of 
judgement, if they are to receive a room in the Father’s house. (Ref 
Revelations chapter 3) 

3. Ora “discipline” a disciplined one. A person who is obedient to God’s 
word, in all aspects of his life, and is a public witness to Christ in all 
areas. One, who is not ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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This may come as a shock to some of you, but “once saved, always saved” 
is not scriptural. Salvation is a process. You were saved, you are being 
saved, and you shall be saved at the day of judgement. The only sure way 
to salvation is to become a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

A person who has a personal one-on-one relationship with Him; a person 
who allows Jesus to be the Lord and King of his life, and who is ever ready 
to recognise the Lord’s voice, to hear from the Lord and to do His bidding. 


YOU ARE KNOWN BY YOUR PRIORITIES 


There are certain things in a Christian’s life which deserves preferential 
rating. What are they? 
There are certain things in a believer's life that are “better than others”. 
Do you know what they are? 
The scriptures delineate them for us. Let’s study them carefully and allow 
us to evaluate exactly where our priorities are at this point of time. 

1. BETTER TO BE A SERVANT THAN BE AMBITIOUS 


Luke 22:26 - “But among you, those who are the greatest should take 
the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant.” 
> Are you humble and un-ambitious? 
> Or are you one who seeks after titles, power, offices, pomp, and 
glory? 
> How low are you willing to stoop in toilsome service for the good of 
your fellow Christians and for mankind? 


2. BETTER TO BE FREE FROM THE CONCERNS OF LIFE 


(Message Translation) 1 Corinthians 7:32-33: "I want you to live as free of 
complications as possible. When you’re unmarried, you're free to 
concentrate on simply pleasing the Master. Marriage involves you in all the 
nuts and bolts of domestic life and in wanting to please your spouse, leading 
to so many more demands on your attention. The time and energy that 
married people spend on caring for and nurturing each other, the unmarried 
can spend in becoming whole and holy instruments of God. I’m trying to be 
helpful and make it as easy as possible for you, not make things harder. All 
I want is for you to be able to develop a way of life in which you can spend 
plenty of time together with the Master without a lot of distractions”. 


> Is your mind swallowed up in cares of this life? 
> Are you distracted from the worship of God by worldly 
concerns? 
> Are your affections alienated from Him due to family 
necessities? 
> Is there someone in your family who is constantly demanding 
all of your time and consequently, drawing your affections away 
from the Lord? 
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> As aspouse, have you caused your partner - to become lax in 
his or her spiritual course of life ~~ To modify godly standards 
to accommodate your frivolous, lustful, or licentious ways? 


3. BETTER TO BE GODLY AND HAVE A LITTLE 


(Message Translation); Psalm 37:16: Less is more and more is less. One 
righteous will outclass fifty wicked, 


Proverbs 16:8: Far better to be right and poor than to be wrong and rich. 


> 
> 


> 
> 


> 
> 


How do you feel about this? 

Do you agree that is better to be poor and honest, than to be rich 
and ungodly? 

How did you accumulate your wealth? 

Was it gotten through fraud and oppression, or through hard work 
and labor? 

What is more important to you — righteousness, or “worldly riches”? 
What do you seek after? 


4. BETTER TO LOSE ONE BODY PART, THAN GO TO HELL 


Matthew 5:29 “Let’s not pretend this is easier than it really is. If you 
want to live a morally pure life, here’s what you have to do: You have to 
blind your right eye the moment you catch it in a lustful leer. You have to 
choose to live one-eyed or else be dumped on a moral trash pile. And you 
have to chop off your right hand the moment you notice it raised 
threateningly. Better a bloody stump than your entire being discarded for 
good in the dump. 


> How do you handle unsubdued and vicious inclinations ... 
unlawful desires ... wicked inclinations ..... sinful appetites .... 
strong adulterous passions? 

> Are you willing to separate yourself completely from any earthly 
object or person who is dear to you ... from any darling idol 
which seems to have captured your heart, knowing that having 
them will cause you to sin? 

> Just how far are you willing to go in order to deprive yourself 
of that “stumbling block’? 


5. BETTER TO STORE HEAVENLY TREASURES THAN 


EARTHLY TREASURES 


(Message Translation): Matthew 6:19 “Don’t hoard treasure down here 
where it gets eaten by moths and corroded by rust or ~ worse, stolen by 
burglars. Stockpile treasure in heaven, where it’s safe from moth and rust 
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and burglars. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is the 
place you will most want to be, and end up being. 


> 


> 


> 


6. 


Are you guilty of making earthly and temporal things your 
“best” things? 

Are you worldly, in that your covet the wealth of this world and 
choose it for your reward, treasure, security, goal, and master? 
Do you have money - or does money have you? 

How willing are you to invest your riches into the work of the 
Gospel, in order to have “treasures in heaven”? 

Are you convinced that God has blessed you, so that you may 
be a blessing to others? 


BETTER TO BE FRANK THAN TO BE A FLATTERER 


The Message: 

Proverbs 28:23 In the end, serious reprimand is appreciated far more 
than bootlicking flattery. 

Proverbs 27:5 A spoken reprimand is better than approval that’s never 


expressed. 


> 


> 


Which comes easier for you — speaking words of flattery, or 
honest words of reproof? 

Would you much rather be rebuked, reproved, or told of your 
faults by another, or to have them keep quiet and think ill of 
you because of them? 


BETTER TO HAVE A GOOD REPUTATION THAN GREAT 
RICHES 


The Message: Proverbs 22:1 A sterling reputation is better than striking 
it rich; a gracious spirit is better than money in the bank. 


> 


> 


8. 


Which is more valuable to you - having a “GOOD name” or 
raising a great estate? 
Which do you covet more - riches or to be well spoken of? 


BETTER TO FIND WISDOM THAN PRECIOUS JEWELS 


The Message: Proverbs 20:15 Drinking from the beautiful chalice of 
knowledge is better than adorning oneself with gold and rare gems. 


> 


How important is it (in your estimation) to “acquire lips of 
knowledge” - to have a good understanding of things, so that 


you are capable of dispersing valuable knowledge unto others, 
wherever you go? 
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Which is more precious — having the wealth of this world or 
wise speech? 

Which do you spend most of your time pursuing? 

If given a choice, which would you select - wealth or wisdom? 


BETTER TO RECEIVE THE WOUNDS OF A FRIEND THAN 
THE KISSES OF AN ENEMY 


The Message: Proverbs 27:6 The wounds from a lover are worth it; kisses 
from an enemy do you in. 


> 
> 


> 


10. 


What sort of friends have you surrounded yourself with? 

Do they tell you of your faults - reprove you for what you say 
and do amiss? 

Are they such companions who will not allow you to continue in 
your sinful ways, without giving you a sharp rebuke, in the hope 
that you will come to your senses? 

Or are they those who compliment you in your sinful ways? 
Which do you prefer --- “the wounds of a friend” or “the 
kisses of the enemy”? 

When was the last time a “friend” wounded you with the 
“truth” .... An “enemy” deceived you with a “kiss”? 


OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE 


Holy Bible, New Living Translation: 1 Samuel 15:22 But Samuel replied, 
“What is more pleasing to the LORD: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or 
your obedience to his voice? Obedience is far better than sacrifice. Listening 
to him is much better than offering the fat of rams. 


Some people will sacrifice much -- rather than obey God. They will part 
with many precious items in their lives --- except for the one which God 
has His finger on. 


VV V 


11. 


Are you like that? 

Do you try to bargain with the Lord, in order to get your own 
way? 

How importance is obedience to His Holy Word in your 
estimations? 

How much do you this He hates disobedience? 

Will you go to hell for living a life of rebellion? 

What does the Bible say? 


LIVING FOR CHRIST IS BETTER THAN LIVING FOR SELF 


The Message: Philippians 1:19 -21: And I’m going to keep that 
celebration going because I know how it’s going to turn out. Through your 
faithful prayers and the generous response of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
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everything he wants to do in and through me will be done. I can hardly wait 
to continue on my course. I don’t expect to be embarrassed in the least. 
On the contrary, everything happening to me in this jail only serves to make 
Christ more accurately known, regardless of whether I live or die. They 
didn’t shut me up; they gave me a pulpit! Alive, I’m Christ’s messenger; 
dead, I’m his bounty. Life versus even more life! I can’t lose. 


> What is your sole aim ... supreme end ... single purpose ... in 
life? 

> Is it to glorify Christ or self? 

> With single mindedness and great fervor, which do you devote 
yourself in pursuing after — honor, wealth, and pleasure, or the 
advancement of God’s name and kingdom here on this earth? 

> Is your motto: “Money come” or “Thy Kingdom come” 
(Matthew 6:10)? 


12. BETTER TO LOVE JESUS CHRIST ABOVE ANY CLOSE 
RELATIVE 


The Message: Matthew 10:34 "Dont think I’ve come to make life cozy. 
I’ve come to cut—make a sharp knife-cut between son and father, daughter 
and mother, bride and mother-in-law — cut through these cozy domestic 
arrangements and free you for God. Well-meaning family members can be 
your worst enemies. If you prefer father or mother over me, you don’t 
deserve me. If you prefer son or daughter over me, you don’t deserve me. 


> Who do you love more - Jesus, or your parents, children, 
spouse, etc.? 

> Whose will and interests are you more willing to prefer in all 
cases — those of your family members, or those of Jesus Christ? 

> Are you willing to obey Him, even when His will conflicts 
with that of your family members? 

> Do you love Him supremely ~ ABOVE ALL ELSE? 


CONCLUSIONS: 
> After reading through this evaluation, what can you say about 
your priorities? 
> Are they in the right order according to God’s Word? 
> Ordo you need to make some adjustments today, because you 
see that your life is leaning too much towards self-gratification, 
rather than the fulfillment of God’s will and purpose for your 
life? 
Remember this, your priorities “tell the story” about who you really 
are. When others look at your life, what are they seeing? What do you want 
them to believe? 
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If you have a problem with what you have read above, don’t blame me, 
for this is God’s Holy Word. You have to pray about it and ask Him to reveal 
His grace and power to you to deal with these issues. 

May God bless His Holy Word, and may God bless you as you follow His 
word in your life everyday - for His glory. 


A FRESH LOOK AT JEREMIAH CHAPTER 18 


Jeremiah was commanded by God Almighty to go down to the Potter’s 
house and watch him at his wheel, to see how he made his merchandise. 
So, Jeremiah was obedient to God’s command (because He knew that 
obedience is better than sacrifice) and he went down to the potter’s house. 
There he saw that the potter made many different types of pottery, in all 
different shapes and sizes. 


There were vases for 
displaying flowers, with many 
beautiful designs painted into 
the outside glazes, and they 
shone brightly in the sun 
from the reflections in the 
glazing. There were also 
plates to be used at the table, 
with simple, or complex 
patterns around the edges of 
each plate, which were 
functional in their designs. 
Jeremiah also noticed that 
there were larger storage 
jars, for storing water, or 
grain, spices or herbs. There 
were also cooking pots, to be 
used over an open fire, which 
despite the heat would not crack, or lose their shape. Jeremiah then got 
the revelation that each pot that the potter made was made for a 
specific purpose! 

Then the Lord told Jeremiah to watch the potter and see what happens 
when the pot that he is making does not turn out the way he expected to 
make it. This is recounted in the NLT Bible as below; 

4 But the jar he was making did not turn out as he had hoped, so 
he crushed it into a lump of clay again and started over. 

In this situation, He destroyed it, but it is still the intention of the potter 
who started out to make a plate, to start again, and still make another 
plate. 


5 Then the Lord gave me this message: 6 “O Israel, can I not do to you as 
this potter has done to his clay? As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are 
you in my hand. 7 If I announce that a certain nation or kingdom is to be 
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uprooted, torn down, and destroyed, 8 but then that nation renounces 
its evil ways, I will not destroy it as I had planned. 9 And if I 
announce that I will plant and build up a certain nation or kingdom, 10 but 
then that nation turns to evil and refuses to obey me, I will not bless it 
as I said I would. 11 “Therefore, Jeremiah, go and warn all Judah and 
Jerusalem. Say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: I am planning disaster 
for you instead of good. So, turn from your evil ways, each of you, and do 
what is right.” 

So, what is the Lord saying to us in 2020 in this scripture? 

Firstly, each church has been designed by Jesus (the Master Potter) for a 
specific plan and purpose. When they have been following the plan and 
purpose set out before them, they have been blessed, raised up amongst 
their peers, and there has been no need for the mould to be smashed, 
damaged or broken in anyway. 

But when they have become slothful, or disobedient, and have rebelled 
against God’s plan and purpose for them, God has had to intervene and 
take the mould and reshape it, into the new mould that He wants them to 
be, aS a consequence of their disobedience ~ unless they repent! 

God Almighty has used the COVID Pandemic to cause church leaders and 
church denominations to have a serious look at the shape they are in, and 
see if it lines up with the Master Potter’s design and purpose for what God 
Almighty and the Holy Spirit want of them. 

They have been forced to look again at their vision statements and decide 
whether what they have been doing actually is bringing the results as laid 
down in the scriptures, which states that “the Holy Spirit will add to 
their churches daily, all those whom the Holy Spirit shall call”. 

That have had to ask some very hard questions; 

1. Have we been fulfilling the commandment given by Jesus Christ in 
Matthew 28:18-20, which commands us to “GO” (an action word) and 
“MAKE DISCIPLES” (another action word)? 

2. Have we been actively “going outside the walls of the church building 
to “reach the lost, the hurting and the homeless”? 

3. Have we been “feeding the hungry”, have we been "visiting the sick”, 
have we been "visiting those in prison”, have we been “giving clothes 
to the naked”? 

Has the Holy Spirit been adding to your church? Is it daily, weekly, 
monthly, yearly, or never? 

These are the things that Jesus said in His word He expects of His brothers 
and sisters, of those who “Do the will of the Father” [Mark chapter 3] 
So, what to do now? 

Now is the time to repent of past sins and mistakes, and pray for the Lord 
to reveal the new shape that he wants to mould your particular church into; 
so that you can glorify Him by fulfilling His plan and His purpose for your 
lives, both individually and collectively. 

Only a fool would add 2+2 together and expect to get any answer other 
than 4. Any church who thinks that they can go back to the “same old 
pottery jar”, doing the same old things, using that same old pattern AND 


ia 
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EXPECT A DIFFERENT OUTCOME are also FOOLS! It is time for the 
churches to wake up out of their sleep ~~ or be destroyed! [just 
like happens in this chapter! ] 

The years 2020 is a pivotal point in history for the church ~ the Body of 
Christ. The Scripture tells us that Jesus Christ is the Head (of the Body) 
and we ARE the Body, the hands and feet of the Body, doing the active 
work of the Body here on earth. But let us not forget that Jesus is also “THE 
BRAINS OF THE BODY”! 

After the Pandemic restrictions are lifted, we cannot come back into our 
church buildings and go back to what we did beforehand and expect a 
different outcome! It ain’t going to happen! 

If we do not “use the brains of Christ” we will not get the outcome that 
Christ desires. This is serious business ~ we cannot keep going about 
“doing our own thing” and expecting Jesus to bless “OUR PLANS” ~ 
instead of “HIS PLANS”! 


CAN YOU KNOW (FOR SURE) THAT YOU ARE 
GOING TO HEAVEN? 


In ancient times, each city had a roll listing the names of the local residents, 
and they had guards on the entrance gates, so that they could make sure 
that criminals and enemies of the city could not enter. That was how 
“ancient cities” were protected. 


The Book of Revelations refers to a scroll of all those people who are eligible 
to enter through the gates into the “city of heaven”. The scroll is called the 
“Lamb’s Book of Life” and in Revelations chapter 21, verse 27 this is made 
perfectly clear. “Nothing impure will ever enter [this city], nor will anyone 
who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names 
are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 


Now we get to the tricky bit, because many Christians believe that “once 
saved” means “always saved”; but unfortunately, that is not what the 
Scriptures tell us. 


In chapter 3 of the Book of Revelations, we have these words: “And unto 
the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saith he that hath the 
seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast 
a name that thou live, and art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things 
which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy works perfect 
before God. Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and 
hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee 
as a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee. Thou 
hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; 
and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy. He that 
overcomes, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and Iwill not blot 
out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before 
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my Father, and before his angels. He that hath an ear, let him hear what 
the Spirit saith unto the churches”. 


As Jesus is speaking and Apostle John is recording these words Jesus makes 
it very clear that “once saved” is not a guarantee of “always being saved”. 
Churches today need to get this revelation and teach that salvation is a 


process. 


e Iwas saved, when I confessed my sins, was baptised and promised 
to change my ways. 

e Iam being saved as I continue my daily life, honouring Jesus in 
each and everything I do, and asking for forgiveness when I do things 
which do not bring glory and honour to Jesus. 

e Iwill be saved when Jesus comes for His bride, (provided my name 
is still written in the Lamb’s Book of Life). 


We are told to keep short accounts with Jesus and this is the reason why. 
Jesus is coming back for a “bride without blemish.” If there is sin in our 
lives, which requires Jesus to make this momentous decision, to remove 
our names from the Lamb’s Book of Life, then we are in for a surprise, 
because we, (like the church in Sardis) think everything is OK and that we 
are going to heaven, but unfortunately for some of us that will not 
necessarily be the case. 


Sardis (the church type) began in 1520 AD and extends into the tribulation 
period. This period covers the Reformation (with its dead, lukewarm 
churches) and is presently part of the Laodicean period as well. The reason 
for the deadness is that, during the Reformation, entire countries became 


Protestant, without being taught about becoming “born again”. 


Protestantism was made the state religion, and was freely embraced by 
millions, who did not know what it meant to become new creations in Christ 
Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17). Thus Sardis became the mother of dead 
orthodoxy. 


The theme song of this type of church is not “Standing on the Promises”, 
but “Sleeping on the Premises”. Her members were/are dead. 


God please help us to have life, because many churches are following 
Sardis’ lead today. This is the reason why millions of people are leaving the 
“liberal churches” for good, because they are old fashioned, gospel- 
preaching lighthouses, with little or no anointing. It is the Holy Ghost 
anointing which breaks the yoke of sin. 


God has called for the fivefold ministry package to be reinstated 
within the Body of Christ, so that the dead churches can be revived, so 
that people may be transformed, by the continual renewing of their spirits, 
minds and souls. So, from reading these few lines we see that many within 
the church, think they are going to heaven, but are not, because they failed 
to understand the scriptures which clearly tell them: 


e that they must be born again. 
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That they must remember the teaching that they have heard. 

That they must hold fast to the calling that God has placed upon their 
lives 

That they must repent, not just as individuals, but the whole church 
movement. 

The Reformation churches need to turn back to Christ, seeking His 
will and His Spirit’s teachings, rather than man-made ideas about 
theological truths. 

They have to come to realise that God’s Word is unchanging and that 
it is only the Holy Spirit which reveals “All truth” to the believers. 
Churches that believe that the Holy Spirit is not for today therefore 
have a problem, because Acts 2:38 clearly says repent, be baptised 
and receive the Holy Spirit. 

If you don’t have the Holy Spirit, then you cannot have salvation - 
because they are in the same verse of scripture. Where there is no 
salvation there is no way of entering into heaven. 

One of the areas of truth that the Reformation church failed to teach 
and to proclaim was the return of Jesus Christ to claim His bride. 
Therefore, the Lord said that this event would catch them unawares: 
Thou shall not know what hour I will come upon thee. 

It is no wonder we hear many preachers say that no-one can 
understand the Book of Revelations, with all of its deep mysteries, 
symbolisms, and word pictures. 

Jesus had such preachers and layman in mind when He told Apostle 
John : Awake you people who are asleep! ... and Christ shall raise you 
from the dead (that is - spiritual death). 

But among the spiritual deadness within Sardis, there are still a few 
saints who can wiggle spiritually. 


Revelations Chapter 3 verse 4: There are a few names, even in Sardis, 
which have not defiled their garments: and they shall walk with Me in white 
for they are worthy. 


Though the Reformation churches, like the mother from which they 
came, did not practise holiness unto the Lord, there were individuals 
who did not defile their garments in compromise with the world, the 
flesh, and the devil. They came out from among them and touched 
not any unclean thing [2 Corinthians 6:17]. As a result of their 
continued holiness, they have been promised the reward of being 
clothed in the Bride’s garments. 


Verse 5: He that overcomes, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; 
and I will not blot out his name out of the Book of Life, but I will confess 


His name before My Father, and before His angels. 
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e The white raiment referred to here is found upon the Bride of Christ 
at the marriage supper of the Lamb as indicated in Revelations 19:7- 
8: Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to Him; for the 
marriage of the Lamb is come, and His wife has made herself ready. 
And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean 
(without blemish) and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness 
of the saints. 

e Therefore, those who possess a genuine salvation, that is - people 
who have been born again, and continue to live in holiness, until 
being called home to be with Jesus, have been guaranteed that their 
individual names shall not be blotted out from the Lamb’s Book of 
Life. 

e This is why we need to listen and hear what the Holy Spirit is 
continually saying to the churches. 

e Therefore, those who have an ear, let them hear what the Spirit is 
saying to your own particular church. What does God want you to 
do, as the pastor of your church, to make sure that your 
congregation members do not fall into the trap of the church of 
Sardis? 


This inscription was found on a tombstone over one hundred years ago: 
Pause, stranger, when you pass me by. 
As you are, so once was I, 
As I now am, so you will be, 
So, prepare for death and follow me. 
Underneath somebody had scribbled these extra words: 
To follow you I am not content, until I know which way you went! 


This is the ultimate challenge. Do you know, really know (for sure), that 
you are really going to heaven? The only real way to know for sure, is to 
follow the instructions given by Apostle Peter in Acts 2:38 where he told 
the crowd to: 


e Repent of their sins 
e Be baptised (by immersion baptism) 
e Receive the Holy Spirit 


The repenting of sins is not a “once off” event, but is a continual daily 
requirement, to make sure that at all times you are seen as being holy 
before God, because we are told to “be holy as He is holy”. 


To receive the Holy Spirit is a very special thing, because it takes faith to 
receive something from God that you did not ask for. To find out more 
about this, please read my previous book entitled: The Gifts, 
Administrations and Offices of the Holy Spirit, which can be 
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downloaded free of charge from www.scribd.com, by typing in my name 
and this title. 


These are the items that a Christian needs to follow God’s road map, which 
is found throughout the scriptures, to reach the place called heaven. 


It is no use just getting to a car and driving down the road, hoping that the 
road leads to the place we want to go to. No, you need to have a map, or 
nowadays a GPS, to direct you to the selected destination. 


So, it is with the route to heaven, we need a carefully marked out path, 
which we already know has a narrow gate, and this narrow path is through 
Jesus Christ. 


John 14:6 makes it very clear: “IJ am the way, the truth and the life, no 
man (or woman) comes to the Father, except through Me.” 


YOU ARE KNOWN BY YOUR PRIORITIES 


There are certain things in a Christian’s life which deserves preferential 
rating. What are they? There are certain things in a believer’s life that are 
“petter than others”. Do you know what they are? 

The scriptures delineate them for us. Let’s study them carefully and allow 
us to evaluate exactly where our priorities are at this point of time. 


13. BETTER TO BE A SERVANT THAN BE AMBITIOUS 


Luke 22:26 - “But among you, those who are the greatest should take 
the lowest rank, and the leader should be like a servant.” 


> Are you humble and un-ambitious? 

> Or are you one who seeks after titles, power, offices, pomp, and 
glory? 

> How low are you willing to stoop in toilsome service for the good of 
your fellow Christians and for mankind? 


14. BETTER TO BE FREE FROM THE CONCERNS OF LIFE 


(Message Translation) 1 Corinthians 7:32-33: "I want you to live as 
free of complications as possible. When you’re unmarried, you're free to 
concentrate on simply pleasing the Master. Marriage involves you in all the 
nuts and bolts of domestic life and in wanting to please your spouse, leading 
to so many more demands on your attention. The time and energy that 
married people spend on caring for and nurturing each other, the unmarried 
can spend in becoming whole and holy instruments of God. I’m trying to be 
helpful and make it as easy as possible for you, not make things harder. All 
I want is for you to be able to develop a way of life in which you can spend 
plenty of time together with the Master without a lot of distractions”. 


VVVV 


15. 


Is your mind swallowed up in cares of this life? 

Are you distracted from the worship of God by worldly concerns? 
Are your affections alienated from Him due to family necessities? 

Is there someone in your family who is constantly demanding all of 
your time and consequently, drawing your affections away from the 
Lord? 

As a spouse, have you caused your partner — to become lax in his or 
her spiritual course of life ~~ To modify godly standards to 
accommodate your frivolous, lustful, or licentious ways? 


BETTER TO BE GODLY AND HAVE A LITTLE 


Message Translation: Psalm 37:16: Less is more and more is less. One 
righteous will outclass fifty wicked, 


Proverbs 16:8: Far better to be right and poor than to be wrong and rich. 


> 
> 


> 


16. 


How do you feel about this? 

Do you agree that is better to be poor and honest, than to be rich 
and ungodly? 

How did you accumulate your wealth? 

Was it gotten through fraud and oppression, or through hard work 
and labor? 

What is more important to you — righteousness, or “worldly riches”? 
What do you seek after? 


BETTER TO LOSE ONE BODY PART, THAN GO TO HELL 


Matthew 5:29 "Let’s not pretend this is easier than it really is. If you want 
to live a morally pure life, here’s what you have to do: You have to blind 
your right eye the moment you catch it in a lustful leer. You have to choose 
to live one-eyed or else be dumped on a moral trash pile. And you have to 
chop off your right hand the moment you notice it raised threateningly. 
Better a bloody stump than your entire being discarded for good in the 
dump. 


> How do you handle unsubdued and vicious inclinations ... unlawful 


desires ... wicked inclinations ..... sinful appetites .... strong adulterous 
passions? 

Are you willing to separate yourself completely from any earthly 
object or person who is dear to you ... from any darling idol which 
seems to have captured your heart, knowing that having them will 
cause you to sin? 

Just how far are you willing to go in order to deprive yourself of that 
“stumbling block”? 
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17. BETTER TO STORE HEAVENLY TREASURES THAN EARTHLY 
TREASURES 


The Message: Matthew 6:19 “Don’t hoard treasure down here where it 
gets eaten by moths and corroded by rust or—worse!—stolen by burglars. 
Stockpile treasure in heaven, where it’s safe from moth and rust and 
burglars. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is the place 
you will most want to be, and end up being. 


> Are you guilty of making earthly and temporal things your “best” 
things? 

> Are you worldly, in that your covet the wealth of this world and 
choose it for your reward, treasure, security, goal, and master? 

> Do you have money - or does money have you? 

> How willing are you to invest your riches into the work of the Gospel, 
in order to have “treasures in heaven”? 

> Are you convinced that God has blessed you, so that you may be a 
blessing to others? 


18. BETTER TO BE FRANK THAN TO BE A FLATTERER 


The Message: Proverbs 28:23 In the end, serious reprimand is appreciated 
far more than bootlicking flattery. 


Proverbs 27:5 A spoken reprimand is better than approval that’s never 
expressed. 


> Which comes easier for you —- speaking words of flattery, or honest 
words of reproof? 

> Would you much rather be rebuked, reproved, or told of your faults 
by another, or to have them keep quiet and think ill of you because 
of them? 
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19. BETTER TO HAVE A GOOD REPUTATION THAN GREAT RICHES 


The Message: Proverbs 22:1 A sterling reputation is better than striking 
it rich; a gracious spirit is better than money in the bank. 


20. 


> Which is more valuable to you - having a “GOOD name” or 
raising a great estate? 
> Which do you covet more - riches or to be well spoken of? 


BETTER TO FIND WISDOM THAN PRECIOUS JEWELS 


The Message: Proverbs 20:15 Drinking from the beautiful chalice of 
knowledge is better than adorning oneself with gold and rare gems. 


21. 


> How important is it (in your estimation) to “acquire lips of 
knowledge” - to have a good understanding of things, so that 
you are capable of dispersing valuable knowledge unto others, 
wherever you go? 

> Which is more precious — having the wealth of this world or wise 
speech? 

> Which do you spend most of your time pursuing? 

> If given a choice, which would you select — wealth or wisdom? 


BETTER TO RECEIVE THE WOUNDS OF A FRIEND THAN THE 
KISSES OF AN ENEMY 


The Message: Proverbs 27:6 The wounds from a lover are worth it; kisses 
from an enemy do you in. 


> 
> 


> 


22. 


What sort of friends have you surrounded yourself with? 

Do they tell you of your faults — reprove you for what you say and do 
amiss? 

Are they such companions who will not allow you to continue in your 
sinful ways, without giving you a sharp rebuke, in the hope that you 
will come to your senses? 

Or are they those who compliment you in your sinful ways? 

Which do you prefer --- “the wounds of a friend” or “the kisses 
of the enemy”? 

When was the last time a “friend” wounded you with the “truth”...? 
An “enemy” deceived you with a “kiss”? 


OBEDIENCE IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE 


New Living Translation; 1 Samuel 15:22 But Samuel replied, “What is 
more pleasing to the LORD: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or your 
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obedience to his voice? Obedience is far better than sacrifice. Listening to 
him is much better than offering the fat of rams. 


Some people will sacrifice much -- rather than obey God. They will part 
with many precious items in their lives --- except for the one which God 
has His finger on. 


> Are you like that? 

> Do you try to bargain with the Lord, in order to get your own 
way? 

> How importance is obedience to His Holy Word in your 

estimations? 

How much do you this He hates disobedience? 

Will you go to hell for living a life of rebellion? 

What does the Bible say? 


VV V 


23. LIVING FOR CHRIST IS BETTER THAN LIVING FOR SELF 


The Message: Philippians 1:19 -21: And I’m going to keep that 
celebration going because I know how it’s going to turn out. Through your 
faithful prayers and the generous response of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 
everything he wants to do in and through me will be done. I can hardly wait 
to continue on my course. I don’t expect to be embarrassed in the least. 
On the contrary, everything happening to me in this jail only serves to make 
Christ more accurately known, regardless of whether I live or die. They 
didn’t shut me up; they gave me a pulpit! Alive, I’m Christ’s messenger; 
dead, I’m his bounty. Life versus even more life! I can’t lose. 


> What is your sole aim ... supreme end ... single purpose ... in 
life? 

> Is it to glorify Christ or self? 

> With single mindedness and great fervor, which do you devote 
yourself in pursuing after — honor, wealth, and pleasure, or the 
advancement of God’s name and kingdom here on this earth? 

> Is your motto: “Money come” or “Thy Kingdom come” 
(Matthew 6:10)? 


24. BETTER TO LOVE JESUS CHRIST ABOVE ANY CLOSE RELATIVE 


The Message: Matthew 10:34 “Don’t think I’ve come to make life cozy. 
I’ve come to cut—make a sharp knife-cut between son and father, daughter 
and mother, bride and mother-in-law — cut through these cozy domestic 
arrangements and free you for God. Well-meaning family members can be 
your worst enemies. If you prefer father or mother over me, you don’t 
deserve me. If you prefer son or daughter over me, you don’t deserve me. 
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> Who do you love more - Jesus, or your parents, children, spouse, 
etc.? 

> Whose will and interests are you more willing to prefer in all cases 
— those of your family members, or those of Jesus Christ? 

> Are you willing to obey Him, even when His will conflicts 
with that of a family member’s? 

> Do you love Him supremely? 


CONCLUSIONS: 


> After reading through this evaluation, what can you say about 
your priorities? 
> Are they in the right order according to God’s Word? 
> Ordo you need to make some adjustments today, because you 
see that your life is leaning too much towards self-gratification, 
rather than the fulfillment of God’s will and purpose for your life? 
Remember this, your priorities “tell the story” about who you really are. 
When others look at your life, what are they seeing? What do you want 
them to believe? 


If you have a problem with what you have read above, don’t blame me, for 
this is God’s Holy Word. You have to pray about it and ask Him to reveal 
His grace and power to you to deal with these issues. 


May God bless His Holy Word, and may God bless you as you follow His 
word in your life everyday - for His glory. 


THE SECURITY GATE INTO HEAVEN 


A group of people have died and they approach the pearly gates and are 
welcomed by Peter into the waiting area, where they are seated, waiting 
for their names to be called, so that they can enter into heaven. 

Peter makes an announcement over the loudspeaker that they will all have 
to line up and go through a security check, because last week a terrorist 
(an unrepentant sinner) tried to sneak into heaven and defile heaven and 
spread his lies. 

Many people passed through the security gate without any problems and 
then the alarm bells went off and Peter stopped a man and looked at him 
and said; “You are a murderer! You cannot enter Heaven”! 

But the man replied; “I have not killed anyone; you must be mistaken”! 
And Peter replied; “Anyone who hates another brother or sister is 
really a murderer at heart. And you know that murderers don’t have 
eternal life within them”. [1 John 3:15] And the man was turned away 
into the pit, because there was unrepentant sin still in his soul. 

Later another man was stopped when the alarm bells went off and Peter 
stopped a man and looked at him and said; “You are an adulterer! You 
cannot enter Heaven”! 

But the man replied: “I have not committed adultery. I have never slept 
with anyone except my wife”. And Peter replied; “But I say to you, that 
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whoever looks on a woman to lust after her has committed adultery 
with her already in his heart”. [Matthew 5:28] And the man was turned 
away into the pit, because there was unrepentant sin still in his soul. 

And Peter sadly stated said; “isn’t it a shame that the people were not 
taught about unrepentant sins ruining a person’s chances to enter into 
eternal life”? For the Word of God is very clear; “Nothing evil will be 
allowed to enter, nor anyone who practices shameful idolatry and 
dishonesty—but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life”. [Revelation 21:7] 

And Peter continued; “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all 
liars, shall have their part in the lake which burns (eternally) with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death”. [Revelation 21:8] 

And I saw the dead, (both) small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and (then) another book was opened, which is the 
book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works... [Revelation 20:12,15]. 


And then Peter cried, turned away and the people went to their 


assigned places, according to the Judgement of the Lord, for which 
there is no appeal, for He is the righteous Judge. 
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